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re rin um mer Wh mit 10. Apes 
or. this. Publication, 
1 7 ons be thou; ught, need} 7 io 3 
70 Mr. Pope: e he, come 1 au; 
F Offence fo great asT, heirs, 1050 rately 
F publiſhed what ide have ng 155 ah ed in 4 . 
bettgr Form and Order. As s far; the I, aller We. 
have provur 4to be added, they ſerve but to cm- 
pleat, explain, a = e {et in a true Os 
thoſe others, which it Wah "not in ite Hua 
or Oup peoer ib recall. W 
This Collection batb 9 55 owing to FEE 
| 0 abinetr; fore drawn from, thence by Accidents, BE 
and orber's (even of, thoſe 70 Ladie es) valuntarily 
given. II is ts one of that.Sex we are beholden 
E bg the whole * ence 21th H. h 
: þ 


Fn D the Reader. 


hieb Letters being lent ber by that Gentle- 
aan, ce took the liberty to print; as appears 
by the following, which we ſhall give at length, 
both"as it 15 Jomething. Curious, 4nd as 1. 98 


esl 


. Ae 4 b wo, our Cares . 


* Hanz 8 Ly Eq; 


E 


Ju 27, 1727. 


abi RR fo las Aenck 26 l ma- . 
ny and great oppreſſions I have figh'd 
under has occafion'd, one is at a Loſs how - - 
jo r * letter to fo kind a friend as your ; 

But as it was always my reſolution, 
ie" 1 muſt fink, to do it as decently that 


15 ag 11 ently]. as Ic. ou'd: o when I. Lee 


iny felt, plung d into, unforeſeen, and una- 


voldab 10 0 T retreated from the world, 
and io a männer buried my. lf 1 in a di 


*mal place, where 'K knew. none, nor hone 


han A 


"knew me. In this. dull. unchinking way, 1 


| Have protracted a 18 death. for lite 
it cannot be call d] ever {in 


amongſt Which latter 1 always PRES. ours, 
"and. Mr. Pipe's 8 in dhe firſt rank. I lent 


e - . . "Tome 


2 3 


ce you law me, 
equeſter d from company, depriv; d of my 
books, and nothing left to converſe with | 
but che Letters of my dead, or abſent friends, 


ſone knows) that the; per 
ter is addreſs d, has the ſame right to diſ- 


To the Reader. 


ſome of chem indeed to an ingenious: 


per- 
ſon, wie was ſo delighted with the ſpeci- 


men, that he importuned me for a ſight 


of the reſt, which having obtained, =o 
convey'd chem to the Preſs, I muſt not ſay 


altogether with my conſent, nor wholly 


without it. 4, thought them too good to 
be loſt in oblivion, and Had no cauſe to 


apprehend the diſobliging of any. The 


publick, vs. all perſons of taſte and judg= 
ment, wou'd- be pleas d with ſo agreeable 
an amuſement 3 Mr. Cromwell cod not be 
angry, fince it was but juſtice to his merit, 


” publiſh the ſolemn, and privare profeſ- 


ſions of Love, Gratitude, and Veneration, 


made him by ſo celebrated an Author; and 


ſurely Mr. Pope ought , not to ireſent. the 


publication, ſince the early pregnancy of 
his Genius was no diſhonour to his chara- 


cter. And yet had either of you been ask d, 


common modeſty wou d have oblig d you 
to refuſe, what you wou d nat be diſpleas d 


And beſides to end all diſpute, you had been 


plẽas d to make ine a free gift of them, to 


do what I pleas d with them: and every 
ſon to whom a Lec- 


poſe of it, as he has of goods purchas d 
„with his eren I doubt not but your 
Beneroßty and honor wille do ms the 


a. ec 


£5 io 1 b : ; EIT 7 5 * Tight, 


with, if done without your knowledge: 


* 


tight; of owning by a line, chat 1 came 
honeſtly by hem. I éflatter my ſelf, in a 


world, and whenever thro' g 


Tot 1 


* 


few months I ſhall again be viſible to the 
providence 
that Turn ſhall happen, T ſhall joyfully ac- 


* vou with it, there being none more 


_ your oblig d Servant, than, Sir, 


T 0 — ov . * 
ES: 101 144 f It © 
** 

. 


run faithful, an | *fqa 
4 he 3 mot bumble Servant, 


SE 


1 * 


5 Tu bn en. 
P. 8. A better Sir, „ direted to Mrs. Tho 

mas, to be left at my houſe, 15 be . 

horns oh to MM = $i "90 4 | 
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Seton HOY 1 N 
15 2872 Ven, Fuh 64, 1727. 
H E N theſe Letters were firſt pr rint- 


come by em, and 'cou'd*'not but laugh at 
he pompous title; ſince whatever you 
wrote to me was humour, and familiar 


| 2 As ſoon as 1 came from Epſom, I 


heard 


ed, I wond'red how Curl cou d 
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Letters from Lady Packington, Lady Chud- 


not ſeen; this Sapbo, alias E. T. theſe ſeven 


# 


ing the point too far: I thought not of it; 


Neceflity, which catches hold of a Twig, 


E. TJ. and writ a Poſtſcript," in her long 

romantick Letter, to direct my Anſwer to 

his houſe, but they not expecting an An- 
ſwer, ſent a young man to me, whoſe _ 


| ſhou'd nor write any thing, but I believ'd 


1 3 a TW N 1 1 1 c 155 
; * L 8 3 59 „ 
To the Reader. 

| : 


heard you had been to ſee me, and I it 
you à ſhort letter from Mills, that! 

long d to ſee. you. Mr. D, about that 
time, charg d me, with giving em to a 
Miſtreſs, which L poſitively denied; not in 

the leaſt, at that time, thinking of it: but. 
ſome time after, finding in the news- papers 


leigh, and Mr. Norris, to the ſame Sapbo 
or E. J. I began to fear that I was guiltyr 
I have never ſeen theſe Letters of Carl's, 
nor wou'd go to his ſhop about em; TI have 


years; — her writing, That I gave ber 
em, to do what ſhe wou'd with em, is ſtrain- 


nor do I think ſhe did then: Bur ſevere 


has produc'd all this; which has'laihid, 
and forgot by me, ſo many years. Curl 
ſent me a Letter laſt week, deſiring a po- ; 
ſitive anſwer about this matter, but find- 


ing I wou'd give Him none, . he went to 


name, it ſeems, is Pattiſſon: I told him, I 


it might be ſo, as ſhe writ 1n her Letter.. 
am extremely concern d, that my former 
id Indiſcre- 


1 7 the Reade: 


Tadifcretion in putting em into the hands 
of this Preticuſe, ſhou'd have given you ſo 
much diſturbance ; for the laſt thing 1 
mou d do wou'd be to diſoblige you; far 
whom I have ever preſerv'd the Fen | 
FRO. and ſhall evek be, Sir, 


n dur r fifa : Friend, an 


Tp 15 e 


| * 
* 4 "= 9 a 
* . I 2 : 
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: r Auguſ I, 1727. 


| IO I writ my long Narrative Rods 
. Epſom till T was tir d, yet was I not 
ſatisfied; leſt any doubt 7 4 d reſt upon | 

your mind. 1cou'd not make proteſtations 

of my Innocence of a grievous. crime ; but 

J was impatient till I came to Town, that 

I might ſend you thoſe Letters, as a clear 

+ evidence, that I was a perfect ſtranger ta. 

all their proceeding: -Shou'd I have pro- 

teſted againſt it, after the printing, it might 

have en taken for an attempt to decry 

18 


* 


his purchaſe; and as the little excep- 
tion you have taken, has ſervd him to 
play his game upon us, for theſe two 


years; a new incident from me might 


enable him to play it on for two more: 


The great value ſhe expreſſes for all you 


write, and her paſſion for having em, I 
believe, was what prevail d upon me to let 


her keep em. By the interval of twelve 


years at leaſt, from her poſſeſſion, to the 


time of printing em, tis manifeſt, that 1 


had not the leaſt ground to apprehend ſuch 
a deſign: But as people in great ſtraits, 


bring forth their hoards of old Gold, and 


moſt valued Jewels, fo Sapho had recourſe 
to her hid treaſure of Letters, and play'd 
off, not only yours to me, but all choſe to 
herſelf (as the Lady's laſt-ſtake) into the 


Preſs. — As for me, I hope, when you 


ſhall cooly conſider the many thouſand in- 


L 


ſtances of our being deluded by the Females, 


ſince that great Original of Adam by Eve, 


you will have a more favourable thought 


of the undeſigning error of 


Your faithful Friend, 


and humble Servant, 


8 


HENRY CROMMW ELI 


4 


—- 


n 40% Naar 


Nou, Null our ,Aptlogy for this Publicd- 
n be as ill recerv'd, as the Ladys ſeems to 
baue been by, the. Gentlemen. concerned; ue 
fall at leaſt. have Her Comfort of being 
Thank'd. by tbe, reſt of the world. Nor has 
= 26h 34 , any great cauſe; to think it 
1 much Offence to bis Modeſty, or Reflexton'on 
3 his Judgment; hen "we taſte care 10 inform 
| the 4 that there are' few Letters of his 
in this Colleftion avhich were not written un- 
ger Twenty years 4 age: On the other hand, 
we - doubt nat tb Reader will be much more 
ſurpriz d to find, at that: early period, # 
much Variety of. Style, Aﬀeeting Sentjme 
and Fuſtneſs of Criticiſin, in pieces which 
. muſs baue been writ in haſte, very few: per- 
Fals ever \re-view'd, and none vhs Tart 
ſe . of the e | 
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Age 19. for April 10, 1903. read 1706. p. 34. Note at 

P bott. after yet extant, ot in the Harley Library. p. 38. 

I. 13. for ea templo, r. extemplo. I. 1 f. for Saterica, Soterica, 
for Parenctica, Parenætica. p. 39.1. 9. for ulna, ultra. p. 48. 
for 1718. 1710. p. 93.1. 8. for primor dia, primordia. p. 189. 
1. 15. for zvoman, r. women. e s / 
: . lin. 13. or that ſcandal, r. or that it were ſcandal. 
p. 35. 1. 6. for well, r. will. p. 78. I. 25. for not to broken, r. 

not to be broken. p. 106. I. 12. for as morals, r. as to morals. 


Mr. obe & Mr. Pape, 


From che Vear 170 to: 1710. ? 


nee — — 
. * Mr. Pors to Mr. Wreurnazzv, 


„b Deb 26; 1704. 
1 was cnt a great Satisfaction to 
me to fee and converſe with a Man, 
whom in his Writings I had fo tas a "Fl 
Ee with Pleaſure: But it was a high << 
addition to it, to hear you, at our very  Þ 
= firſt meeting doing juſtice to your dead 
3 friend Mr. Dryden, © I was not fo happy as 
to know him ; Vireihum tantum vids === _ 
Had I been born ay enough, I muſt have 
XZ Known and loy'd bl: For I have been 
$ 2 d, not only by your felf, but. by Mr. 
; nd - — —___ 
| * The Author's dre then Sixteen, At OSS 
SOT: BET. Congreue 


* 
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. 3 £ 8 Fi 
AR : 


f 


2 LETTERS f 
Congreve and Sir William Trumbul, that his 
erſonal Qualities were as amiable as his 
oetical, notwithſtanding the many libel- 
ous Miſrepreſentations of them . ( againſt. 
which the former of theſe Gentlemen has 
told me he will one day vindicate him 4) 
I ſuppoſe thoſe Injuries were begun by the 
Violence of Party, but 'tis no doubt they 
were continu'd by Envy at his ſucceſs and 
fame; And thoſe Scriblers who attack'd 
him in his latter times, were only like 
Gnats in a Summer's evening, which are 
never very troubleſome but in the fineſt 
and moſt glorious Seaſon ; (for his fire, like 
the Sun's, ſhin'd cleareſt towards its ſet= | 
vinm') e Vas 
Lou muſt not therefore imagine, that 
when you told me of my own perfor- 
mances that they were above thoſe Cri- 
ticks, I was ſo vain as to believe it; and 
yet I may not be ſo humble as to think my 
ſelf quite below their notice. For Critics, 
as they are Birds of Prey, have ever a na- 
tural inclination to Carrion : And though. 
ſuch poor Writers as I, are but Beggars, 
, However no Beggar is ſo poor but he can 
keep a Cur, and no Author is ſo beggarly 
but he can keep a Critic. So I'm far from 


— 


2 a He fince did fo, in his Dedication to the Duke of New- 
caſtle, pred to Tonfon's Duodecimo Edition of Dryden's 
Plays, 1717. ! 2 IS LO : | 
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thinking the Attacks of ſuch people either 
any honour or diſhonour, even to me, 
much leſs to Mr. Dryden. I think with you, 
that whatever leſſer Wits have. riſen ſince 
his Death, are but like Stars appearing 
when the Sun is ſet, that twinkle only in 


his abſence, and with the Rays they hav 4 


borrowed from him. Our Wit (as you 
call it) is but Reflexion or Imitation, there- 
fore ſcarce to be call'd ours. True Wit 1 


believe, may bedefin'd a Juſtneſs of Thought, 


and a Facility of Expreſſion; or (in the 
Midwives phraſe) a perfect Con tion, 


e an eaſy Delivery. However this is 
rom a „ definition; pray help 
= to a better, as J doubt not you can. 


J am, &c. 


. 


My: Wy CHERLEY zo Mr. Porn. 


Jan. 25, 1704-5. 


recting and tranſcribing ſome of my 
drigals, for a great Man or two who 
defir'd to ſee them, that I have (with your 
Pardon) omitted to,return you an Anſwer 
to your moſt ingenious Letter : So Scrib- 


1 I; HAVE been ſo büfy of late in c. 
a 


lers to the Publick, like Bankers to the Pub- 


lick, are profuſe in their voluntary Loans 
N | 9. .to 


[+ L'ETTER 8 of // 


to it, whilſt they forget r 
private and particular, as more juſt Debts, 
to cheir beſt and neareſt Friends. How- 
ever, I hope, you who have as much good 
Nature as good Senſe, (ſince they gene- 
rally are Companions) will have Patience 
with a Debtor, who you think has an In- 
clination to pay you his Obligations, if 
he had wherewithal ready about him; and 
in the mean time ſhould conſider, when 

you have oblig d me beyond my preſent 
Power of — the Favour, that a 
Debtor may be an honeſt Man, if he but 
intends to be juſt when he is able, tho 
late. But I ſhould be leſs juſt to you, 
the more I thought I could make a Re- 
turn to ſo much Profuſeneſs of Wit and 
Humanity together; which tho they ſel- 
dom accompany each other, in other Men, 
are in you ſo equally met, I know not in 
which you moſt abound. But ſo much 
for my Opinion of you, which is, that 
your Wit and Ingenuity is equal'd by no- 
thing but your Judgment, or Modeſty 

which (though it be to pleaſe my elf) ] 

muſt no more offend, than I can doe er 
ln. 

Therefore 1 will ſay no more now = 
them, than, that your good Wit neter for- 
feired your good Judgment, but in your 
Partiality to me and mine; ſo that if it 
7 _— 
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Mr. WC HERHEY ang Mr. Po PE. 3 8 
were poſſible for a hardeni d Seribbler to : 
ANT than he is, what you write of me 
would make me 75 0 than what 
I ſcribble my ſelf; yet I muſt confeſs I 
1 iD. 1 more 1 1 by your Praiſe 
| e which W I my little 
Senſe with 15 much more of yours, that I 
am diſparag d and diſhearten d by your com- 
mendations; who giye me an Example of 
your, Wit in the fiſt Part of your Letter, 
and. a Definition of; it in the laſt : to make 
writing well (chat is like vou) more dif- 

cult to me than ever it was before, Thus 
> Þ the more great and juſt your Example and 
Definition of Wir are, the leſs I am capa- 
ble to follow:chem... Then the beſt way of 
- = ſhewing my Judgment, after having ſeen 
„ how you write, is to leave off writing; and 
4 bh beſt way to ſhow my Friendſhip to you, 


* 


n zsõ to put an Fg: to your Trouble, and to 
" © conchcde | ot [its 
- I. \ I Your, 13 


Er | . 45 0 11 — — r on 

r-. 8. g _ 

A F We March as. 1705. 
it e e oor thre” 


1 long — and ought to beg your 
B 


Patience 


44 
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Patience beforchand; for if i it proves the 
longeſt, it will be of courſe the 555 T have 
troubled you with. Vet to expteſs oY 
Gratitude at large for your obliging Lett 

is not more my Duty than my Intereſt; as 
ſome People will abundantiy That you for 
one Piece of Kindneſs, to put you in mind of 
beſtowing another. The more favourable you 
are to me, the more diſtinctly I ſee my Faults; 
Spots and Blemiſhes you Know, are never 
1o plainly diſcover'd as in the brighteſt Sun- 
ſhine. Thus I am mortified by thoſe Com- 
mendations which were defign'd to encou- 
rage me: for Praiſe to a young Wir, is like 
Rain to a tender Flower; if it be mode 
rately beſtow'd, it chears and revives, but 
If too laviſhly, overcharges and depreſſes 
him. Moſt Men in years, as they are ge- 
nerally diſcouragers of Youth, are like old 
Trees, that being paſt Bearing themſelves, 
will ſuffer no young Plants tp flouriſh be- 
neath them: But as if it were not enough 
to have out-done all your Coævals in Wir, 
you will excel them in good Nature too. 


. 
2 


< EY 


As for my (a) green Eſſays, if you find 1 


any pleaſure, in em, it muſt be ſuch as a 
Man naturally takes in obſerving the firſt 


Shoots A ne of a Tree which he 
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has rais d himſelf: and tis impoſſible they 
ſhould be eſteem d any otherwiſe, than as 
We. value Fruits for being early, which ne- 
vertheleſs are the moſt inſipid, and the 
worlt of the Year. In a word, I muſt 
blame you for treating me with ſo much 
Compliment, which is at beſt bur the Smoak 
of Friendſhip. . I neither; write, nor con- 
verſe with you, to gain your Praiſe but your 
Affection. 55 ſo much my -1 Friend as to 
1 my Enemy, and tell me my F aults, 
not as a young a, at 1 4 an un» 
Ar dd Wb 60% vl ESR 4coy * 
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V. OUR Leiter of the Twenty-fifth of 
L. March I have receiv'd, which was 
more welcome to me than any thing cou 'd 
be out of the Country, tho it were one's 
Rent due that Day: and I can find no fault 
Vith! it, but that it charges me with Want 
_of Sincerity, or Juſtice, for giving you your 
Due; who ſhou'd not let your Modeſty 

be o unjuſt to your Merit, a8 to reject 

B 2 "wm :- 
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hat is due to it, and call that Compliment 
| Which is o ſhort of your deſert, that it is 
rather degrading chan exalting you. But if 
Compliment be the Smoak only of Frietid- 

ſhip (as you ſay) however you mult allow 
there is nd Smoak but thete is ſome Fite ; 
and as the Sacrifice of Incenſe offet d to 
the Gods wou'd not have been half fo 
{veer to others, if it Had not been for its 
Smoak; fo Friendſhip Hke Love, carmdt be 
without - fome Incerife, - to perfume the 


Name it wWou'd praffe amm immortalize. 


But ſince you ſay you do not write to me 
to gain my Praiſe, but my Affection, pray 
how is it poſſible to have the one without 
the other? We muſt admire before we 
ſo much your Friend as to appear your 


Enemy, and find out your Faults rafhier an 


your Perfections: But (my Friend) that 
would be ſo hard to do, that I who love no 


' Difficulties, can't be perſuaded to it. Be- 


fides, the Vanity of a Scribbler is ſuch, that 
be will never part with his own Judgm 
to Fand ahother's ; eſpecially when he 
mu 


4 


mut take” Pains to. 46 It; Ani dee 1 am 
prove to be of your Opinion, When 


talk of any Thing, of Man but your rr | 


cannot ſuffer you to murther your fa 


With your own hand, withour . oppolitg 
Fou; eſpecially when you fay your laſt Let 


ter 
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ter is the worlt (ſince the longeſt) you have 
faveured me with; which I cherefore think 
the beſt, as the longeſt Life (if a good one) 
is che beſt, as it yields the more Variety and 
is ore Exemplary; as a chearful Summer's 
Wo! tho 10 niger than a dull one in the 
inter, is Wy tedious' and more entertain- 
Therefore ler but your Friendſhip be 
like your Lettery as laſting as it is agreeable, 
And ie Can neve be redious; but more ac- 
K 1 7, 599% DAR Brel 
| TEI Whey r. Jil. 
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RAVE bededvd yours of the Fifth, 
wherein your Modeſty” refuſes the: juſt 
Praife I give you, by on * Fe" lay claim 
to more, as a Biſhop Biſhoprick 
by Aying he will not Bpidop ate: But [ruſt 
confeſs, whilſt I diſpleaſe you dy commend- 

ing you, I pleaſe my ſelf; / juſt as Incenſe 
is ſweeter tb the Offerer 3 the Deity to 
whom tis offered, by his being ſo much 
above it: For indeed, every Man partakes 
of the Praiſe he Cakes when it is fo juſtly 


given, 
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As to my enquiry after your Intrigues 
with the Muſes, you may allow me to make 


it, ſince no old Man can give ſo young, ſo 
eat, and able a Favourite of theirs; Jea- 
Z Baß. I am, in my Enquiry, like old 
Sir Bernard Gaſcoign, who us d to ſay, That 
when he was grown too old to have his 
Viſits admitted alone by the Ladies, he always 
took along with him a young Man, to enſure 
his Welcome to them; who, had he come 
alone had been rejected, only becauſe his 
Viſits were not ſcandalous to them. 
I am (like an old Rook, who is ruin cg 
by Gaming) forc'd to live on the good For- 
tune of the puſhing young Men, whoſe 
Fancies are ſo vigorous, that they enſure their 
I | Succeſs in their Adventures with the Muſes, 
buy their Strength of Imagination. 
| — Your Papers are ſafe in my Cuſtody 
| | (you may be ure) from any one's Theſt 
Wl | but my own for tis as dangerous to truſt © 
! a Scribbler with your Wit, as a Gameſter 
with the Cuſtody of your Money, — If 
you happen to come to Town, you will 
make it more difficult for me to leave it, 


am an, PAO W cole 
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Y - Cantict ens whth you. Lou muſt 


give me leave at once to wave all your 
ompliments, and to collect only this in 


general from em, that your Deſign is to 
encourage me. But I ſeparate from all the 


reſt that Paragraph or two, in which you 
make me ſo warm an Offer of your Friend- 
ſhip. Were I poſſeſs d of That, it would 
put an End to all thoſe Speeches with 
which you now make me bluſh ; and change 
them to wholſome Advices, and free Sen- 
timents, which might make me wiſer and 
happier.” 1 know 'tis the general Opinion, 
that Friendſhip is beſt contracted betwixt 
Perſons of equal Age: but I have ſo, much 
Intereſt to be of another Mind, that you 


muſt pardon me if I cannot forbear telling 


you a few Notions of mine, in oppoſition | 


to that Opinion. 


In the firſt place tis obſervable, that the 
Live we bear to our Friends is generally 
cauſed by our finding the ſame Diſpoſitions 
in them, which we feel in our ſelves. This 
is. but Self-love at the Bottom : Whereas the 


Affection berwixt People of different Ages 


cannot well be ſuch, my Inclinations of ſuch 
. being 


. 
— 8 © _ 0 
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being commonly various. The Friendſh ip 


of two young Men is often occaſioned by 
Love of Pleaſure or Voluptuouſneſs, each 
being deſirous, for his own fake, of one to 
aſſiſt or incourage him in the Courſes he 
purſues; as that of two old Men is fre- 
quently on the ſcore of ſore Profit, Lacre, 
or Deſign upon others; Now, as à young 
Man who is leſs acquainted with the Ways 


of the World, has in all probability le6 of 


Intereſt; and an old Man who may be 
weary of himſelf, leſs of Self-love; ſo-the 
Friendſhip between them is the more likely 
to be true, and unmix d with too much Self · 
regard. One may add to this, that ſuch a 


to both; for the old Man will grow | — 


gay and agreeable to pleaſe the young one; 


and the young Man more diſcreet and pru- 
dent by the help of the old one; ſo it may 


prove a Cure of thoſe epidemical Diſeaſes 
of Age and Youth, Sourneſs and Madneſs, 
I hope you will not need many Arguments 


to convince you of the Poſſibility of this; 


One alone abundantly fatisfies me, and con- 


vinces to the very Heart; which is, that 


Jam, &c. 
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Mr. Wycherley was at this time about Seventy Years uid, 


Mr. Pope under Seventeen. 
Mr „ 
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1 Shoud e my ſelf happy in 


Fun 23, 170 55 


your good Opinion, but that you treat 
me ſo much in a Style of Compliment. 
It has been obſerv d of Women, that they 


are more ſubject 


count of their being 


in their youth to be 
touch'd with Vanity than Men, on ac- - 
generally created 


this way; but the weakeſt Women are 


not more ' ſo than that weak clas of 
ght to pique them- 
ſelves upon their Wir. The World is ne- 


Men, who are thou 


ver wanting, when a Coxcomb is accom- 
pliſhing himſelf, to help to ge him the 


7 

bh 8 

3 finiſhing wake. 
2 

8 E . 
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Every Man is apt to nk ks Neigh- 


bour overſtock'd with Vanity, yet 1 Can- 


not but fancy, - there are certain Times, 


when moſt people are in a diſp 


fition- of 


being inform d; and tis incredible what 
a vaſt Good a little Truth might do, rl 


Res © 


Ken in ſuch ſeaſons. A * 
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I could name an acquaintance of yours, 
who wou'd at this time think himſelf more 
obliged to you for the Information of his 
Faults, than the Confirmation of his Fol- 


1 hes, If you . would make thoſe the ſubject 


of a Letter, it might be as long as ! 
with your Letters always were. 


I do not wonder you!” have athens 
found ſome difficulty (as you are pleas d 
to ſay) in writing to me, ſince you, have 
always choſen che Task of commending 


me: Take but the other way, and 1 dare 
ingage you will find none, ar all. * 


; 3 


As for my Verſes which' you p uy 6 
much, IL may truly 1 chey kia neyer 
been the lle of any Vanity in me, ex- 
cept Hat they gave me when they firſt 
occafion'd' my acquaintance 'wirh you. But 


I baue ſeveral times fince been in danger of 


this Vi ice, as often I mean, As 1 receiv d 
17k 1 oY 9 T2 


. certain, che greateſt e 


SGlaſſes in the World are a Man's o 
5 Eyes, when they look upon his own Per- 


ſon; yet even in thoſe, I cannot fancy : 
my ſelf ſo extremely like Alexander 7 


Great, as you wou'd perſuade me: If 1 


5888 be like him, tis you will make me ſo, 
by 
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by complimenting me into a better opinion 
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of my ſelf than I deſerve: They made 
him think he was the Sor, of Fupiter, and 
ou aſſure me I am a Man of Parts. But 
is this all you can ſay to my honour ? You 
ſaid ten times as much before, when you 
call'd me your Friend. After having made 
me believe I poſſeſs d a ſhare in your af- 
fection, to treat me with Compliments and 
ſweet Sayings, is like the proceeding with 
poor Sancho Panca : They had perſuaded 
bim that he enjoy'd a great Dominion, 
and then gave him nothing to ſubſiſt up- 
on but Wafers and Marmalade. In our 
Days, the greateſt obligation you can lay 
upon a Wit, is to make a Fool of him. 
Pibr eas when Madmen are found incurable, 
wiſe Men give them their Way, and pleafe 
them as well as they can; ſo when thoſe 
: = incorrigible things, Poets, are once irreco- 
verably Be-Mus d, the beſt way both to 
| = quiet them, and ſecure your ſelves from 
he effects of their Frenzy, is to feed their 
| Vanity ; (which indeed for the moſt part 
zs all that is fed in @ Poet.) 5 
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Vou may helieve me, I could be heard 

tily glad that all you ſay were as true, ap- 
ply'd to me, as it wou'd be to your ſelf, for 
= ſeveral weighty Reaſons; but for none ſo 
„much, as that I might be to you what you 
- | N deſerve, 
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FH wa now * * che Scene from 

the Town to the Country; from Will's 
Coffee-Houſe to Hindfor Foreſt. I find no 

other difference than this, betwixt the c com- 
mon Ton- Wits, and the downri ht Cour 
 * . try Fools; that the firſt are in the 
2 J | Wrong, with, a little more Forth and 
N Gaiery;. and the laſt neither in 55 Right 
nor tlie Wrong, but confirmed in 44 

5 2 Medium. berwixt both... However, 
methihks theſe. are moſt in the Right, Who 

ge and eaſily reſign themſelyes over to 

the gentle iN of Dulneſs,: which .the 

Wits muſt. do at laſt, cho after a great 

deal of Noiſe, Pother, and Reſiſtance. Ours 

are à ſort of modeſt, inoffenſive People, 

Who neither have Senſe, nor pretend to 

any, but enjoy a jovial Sort, of Dulneſs. 
They are commonly known Ms the; World 

by the Name of honeſt, civil Gentlemen. 
They live much as they ride, at een: ; 

a kind of hunting 28 purſuing With 
earneſtneſs and 5 thing not 
worth the carching >, er in the Way, 
nor out of it. I can't but ber Soli 
to the ren, of 14 che 
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Man's gel may poſſibly be as worſt Fel- 
low to converſe with in the World, yet 
one would think the Company of a Perſon 
whom we have the greateſt. regard to, 
and. Ae don for, could not be ve 7 
fant: As 4 Man in love with 1 TY | 
krreſs, deſites no Converſation” but Hets, ſo 
a Man ih love with himſelf, (as moſt Men 
&) may be beſt pleated with his 'own. 
elides, if the trueſt and moſt uſeful KO 
ledge, be the knowledge of our (Elves, S6- 
krude conducing moft to make us look into 
our felves, FR be the moſt: inſtructive 
State ot Life. We Tet nothing more com- 
monly, than Men, who for 5 fake of the 
circumftantial Part, and meer | ontfide of 
Life, have been half their Days rambling 


dut of their Nature, and ought to be ſent 


ire Solitude to ſtudy themſelves over again. 
People are ufually ſpoild inftead of being 
avght, at their coming into the World; 
Falte by being more converſatit with 
Obſcurity, withodt any Pains, they would 
naturally follow what they were meant for. 
In a'word, if a Man be a Coxcomb, So-. 
litude is his beſt School; and if he be a 
Fool, it 18 His beſt Sanctuary. by 17 E 
Theſe are good Reaſons for my own 3 
: Say here, but I wiſh I could give you 


any for your coming hither, except that 


1 — invite you. And yet I can t help 
. j ; 
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Gying, 1 have ſuffer d a great deal of dif- 
— that you do not, tho' I ſo nale 


merit that you ſhould, 
I muſt complain of the Nn of — 


laſt: Thoſe who have moſt Wit, like thoſe 
who have moſt _: are a wal | 
ſparing of either. | 
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M. WYCHERLBYS Answer. fe” 
| h . Nov. 5, 1705. 


OURS of the hos October 1 have 
receiv'd, as I have always done yours, 
with no little Satisfaction, and am proud to 
diſcover by it, that you find fault with the 
ſhortneſs of mine, which I think. the heſt 
Excuſe for it: And tho they (as you ſay 
who have moſt Wit or Money, are me 
ſparing of either ue there are ſome ho ap- 
bs oor to be thought Rich, and. are 
r,, which is my 2 cannot hut 
rejoyce, that you have undergone ſo much 
diſcontent for want of my company ; but 
if you have a Mind to puniſh me for my 
faule (which I could not help) defer your 
coming to Town, and you will do it ef- 
fectually. But I know your Charity always 
—— your Revenge, 2 that 1 will not 
C 2 
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| " Uiſpair of ſeeing you, who, in return to 
ll 1 258 = inviting me to your Foreſt, invite 
| Fou to my Foreſt, the Town; where the 
| aſts that inhabit, tame or wild, of long 
| Rh Ears or Horns, purſue one another either 
wn out of Love or Hatred. You may have 
1100 the Pleaſure to ſee one Pack of Blood- 
Wh | hounds purſue another Herd of Brutes, to 
bring each other to their Fall, which is 
| their whole Sport : Or, if you. affect a leſs 
Will bloody Chace, you may ſee a Pack of Spa- 
hi niels, called Lovers, in hot purſuit of a 
hi two-legg'd Vixen, who only flies the whole 
Wi low'd Pack to be ſingled * by one Dog, 
wal who runs mute to catch her up the ſooner 
Wh from the reſt, as they are making a Noiſe, 
. to che Loſs of their Game. In fine, this is 
the Time for all ſorts of Sport in the Town, 
when thoſe of the Country ceaſe; there- 
fore leave your Foreſt of Beaſts, for ours 
of Brutes, call'd Men, who now in full 
Cry, (Pack d by the Court or Country) run 
down in the Houſe of Commons, à de- 
ſerted horned Beaſt of the Court, to the 
ſatisfaction of their Spectators: Beſides, 
(more for your Diverſion) you may ſee not 
only the two great Play-houſes of the 
Nation, thoſe of the Lords and Commons, 
in Diſpute with one another; but the two 
other Play-houſes in high Conteſt,” becauſe 
_ Members of one Houſe are remov d 
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Mr.WycneRLEyY and My.Pops. 18 
up to bother, (as it is often done by the 
Court for Reaſons of State.) Inſomuch that 
the lower Houſes, I mean the Play-houſes, 
are going to act Tragedies on one another 

without Doors, and the Sovereign is put to 
it (as it often happens in the other two 
Houſes) to ſilence one or both, to . | 
Peace between them: Now I have t 
you all the News of the Town. 


— 


T am, &c. 


* Oe 
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Mr. WI CHERLEV 20 My. Pop R. 
Feb. 5, 1703. 


HAVE receiv'd your kind Letter, with 

my Paper * ro Mr. Dryden corrected- I 
own you have made more of it by making 
it leſs, as the Dutch are ſaid to burn half 
the Spices they bring home to inhance che 
Price of the remainder, ſo to be greater 
Gainers by their Loſs, (which is- indeed my 
Caſe now.) Well; you have prun'd my 
fading Lawrels of fome ſuperfluous, ſapleis, 


— 


— 


De ſame which was printed in the Nar 1 71 7, ina 
Miſcellany of Bern. Lintot's, and in the preſent Edition of 
the Poſthumous Works of Mr. Wycherley. 28 
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diſpair of ſeeing you, who, in return to 


your inviting me to your Foreſt, invite 


' you to my Foreſt, che Town; where the | 
| Beaſts that inhabit, tame or wild. of long | 
Ears or Horns, purſue one another either 
out of Love or Hatred. You may have 


the Pleaſure to ſee one Pack of Blood- 


hounds purſue another Herd of Brutes, to 
bring-each other. to their Fall, which is 
their whole Sport : Or, if you. affect a leſs 
bloody Chace, you may ſee a Pack of Spa- 
niels, called Lovers, in hot purſuit of a 
two- legg d Vixen, who only flies the whole 
low'd Pack to be ſingled out by one Dog, 
who runs mute to catch her up the ſooner 
from the reſt, as they are making a Noiſe, 
to the Loſs of their Game. In fine, this is 
the Time for all ſorts of Sport in the Town, 
when thoſe of the Country ceaſe; there- 
fore leave your Foreſt of Beaſts, for ours 
of Brutes, call'd Men, who now in full 
Cry, (pack d by the Court or Country) run 
down in the Houſe of Commons, a de- 
ſerted horned Beaſt of the Court, to the 
ſatisfaction of their Spectators: Beſides, 

(more for your Diverſion) you may ſee not 
only the two great Play-houſes of the 
Nation, thoſe of the Lords and Commons, 
min Diſpute with one another; but the two 
other Play-houſes in high Conteſt, becauſe 
25 —— of one Houſe are remov'd 


up 


AMr.WycnrtrLey and Mr.Pops. 1 
up to rother, (as it is often done by the 
Court for Reaſons of State.) Inſomuch that 

the lower Houſes, I mean the Play-houſes, ._ 
are going to act Tragedies on one another | 
without Doors, and the Sovereign is put to 

it (as it often happens in the other two = 
Houſes) to filence one or both, to keep. 
Peace between them: Now I have coll Fo 
you all the News of the Toyn. 


1 am, &. 


L. 1 ee Oe 


— — * 
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Mr. Ws cutrLEy to My. Pork. 


Feb. 5, 1703. 


HAVE receiv'd your kind Letter, with 

my Paper * to Mr. Dryden corrected- I 
own you have made more of it by making 
it leſs, as the Dutch are ſaid to burn half 
the Spices they bring home to inhance the 
Price of the remainder, ſo to be greater 
Gainers by their Loſs, (which is indeed my 
Caſe now.) Well; you have prun'd my 
fading Lawrels of ſome ſuperfluous, fapleſs, 


— 
— ne 


* The ſame which was printed in the Year 1717, in 4 
| Miſcellany of Bern. Lintot's, and in the preſent Edition of 
the Poſthumous Works of Mr. Wycherley., q 
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and dead Branches, to make the remainder 
live the longer; thus like your Maſter Apollo, 


vou are at once a Poet and a Phyſician. 


Now, Sir, as to my impudent invitation 
of you to the Town, your good Nature was 
the firſt Cauſe of my confident requeſt; 
but excuſe me, I mult (I fee) ſay no more 
upon this Subject, ſince I find you a little 
too nice to be dealt freely with; tho you 


have given me ſome Encouragement to 


hope, our Friendſhip (tho' young) might 
be without Shyneſs, or criminal Modeſty ; 
for a Friend like a Miſtreſs, tho' he is not 
to be mercenary to be true, yet ought not 
to refuſe a Friend's kindneſs becauſe it is 


ſmall or trivial: I. have told you (I think) | 


that a Spaniſh Lady faid to her poor, po- 
etical Gallant, that a Queen if ſhe lay with 


2 Groom, would expect a Mark of his 
kindneſs from him, tho' it were but his 


Curry-comb. But you and I will diſpute 


this Matter when I am ſo happy as to ſee | 


you here; and perhaps tis the only Di- 
Fer in which I might hope to have e 
tter of you. = 
Now, Sir to. make you another Excu 
for my boldneſs in inviting you to Town, 
defign'd to leave with you ſ:me more of 


my Papers, (ſince theſe return ſo much ber- 


ter out of your Hands than they went from 


mine) for I intended (as I told you former 9) 


' 


Mr.Wycazrxey and M. Porr. 15 


to ſpend a Month, or fix Weeks this Sum- 
mer, near you in the County, for you 

ay be aſſured there is nothing I deſire 
F much, as an r of your 
eee e ee e 
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| MUST * a Hats upon you, which 
is to deſire you to look over that damn d 
ellany of Madrigals of mine, to pick 
out (if poſſible) ſome that may be ſe al- 
— that they may yet appear in Print 
again; 1 hope wich better ſucceſs chan 
they hitherto have done. I will give ou 
my Reaſon for this Requeſt of mine, when 
Tſe you; which 1 am -reſolv'd ſhall be 
when 1 have done here, and at che Bath, 
where I defign to go, and afterwards to 
ſpend two Months (God willing) W 0 
At Binfield, or hear 11 — 9 29 


A 
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Mr. P OPES Anſwer: 


” va | April 10, 170 
B Y yours of the laſt Month, you deſire 
om 


me to ſclect, if poſlible, ſome” 
the # firſt Volume of y 
lanies, which may be alter'd fo as to a 
pear again. I doubted your ing 
this; whether it was to pick out the boſt 


of thoſe Verſes, (as that on the Idleneſs of 


Buſineſs ; on Ignorance ; on Lazineſs, &c.) 
to make the Method and Numbers exakt, 
and avoid Repetitions ? For tho' (upon 
reading em on this occaſion) I believe 


they might receive ſuch an Alteration with 
Advantage; yef they would not be chang d 
ſo much, but any one would know em 


for che fame at firſt ſight, -- Or if you mean 
to improve the worſt Pieces, which are 
ſuch as to render them very good, would 
require a great addition, and almoſt the 


entire new writing of chem? Or, laſtly, ä 


if you mean the middle ſort, as che Songs 

and Love-Verſes? For theſe will need only 

to be ſhortned, to omit repetition; the 

Words remaining very little different from 

what they were before. IR ler me know 
* 


n 


17 pe in Folio, in the Year 1704. 
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* mind in this, for I am utterly at a 
Vet I have tryd what I could do to 
N of the Songs, and the Poems on 
Laxingſ and Ignorauce, but can't (een in 
my on partial Judgment) think my al- 
tetations much to the purpoſe, So that 1 
muſt needs deſire you would apply your 
Care wholly at preſent, to thoſe, which are 
yet vnpubliſhed, of which there are more 
than enough to make 4 conſiderable Volume, 
= of full as good ones, nay, I verily believe; of 
better than any in Vol. I, which I could 
wiſh you would defet, at leaſt all yoo have 
finiſfrd theſe chat are yet unprinted. 
I ſend you; a Sample ef ſome. few: of f 
theldgn -namely,o:the Verſes to Mr. Waller 
in bis oi Age; your new ones on the 
= Duke of Marlborough, and two others. I 
have done all that I thought could be of 
advantage ta them: Some I have con- 
tracted, as we do Sun- beams, to improve 
their Energy and Force; ſome: I have ta- 
ken quite away, as we take Branches from 
a2 Tree, to add, to the Fruit; others I have 
entirely” new expreſs d, and turned more 
into Poetry. Donne (like one of his Sur- 
ceſſors) had infinitely more Wit than he 
wanted een : for the great 4 a 
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miſſion d me to paint your Shop, and I 
have done my beſt to bruſh you up like 


% L. E TTF NSN 

in Wit, like thoſe in Trade, take leaſt 
Pains to ſet off their Goods; while the 
_ Haberdaſhers of ſmall Wit, ſpare for no 
© Decorations or Ornaments. Vou have com- 


your Neighbours. But I can no more pre- 
tend to the Merit of the Production, than 
a Midwife to the Virtues and good Qua- 
lities of the Child ſhe helps into the Light. 
The few Things I have entirely added, 
you will excuſe ; you may take them law- 2 
fully for your own, becauſe they are no 
more than Sparks lighted up by your Fire; 
and you may omit them at laſt, if you 2 
1 er og 2 22 in 51280 5 2 
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Mr. Wrohnnar 70 N Pork, * g 
; Feb. 9, "7701. 


HAVE: wece bal: yours of the 26th, | 
as kind as it is ingenious, ' for which f 
erefore T | moſt heartily thank you: It 


would have been much more welcome to 

me, had it not inform d me of your want 

ef Health : But you who have a Mind ſo 
| vigorous þ | 
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vigorous, may well be contented with its 
crazy Habitation; ſince (you know) the old 
Simlitude ſays, The Keenneſs of the Mind 
ſooneſt wears out the Body; as the ſharpeſt 
Sword ſooneſt deſtroys the Scabbard: 80 
that (as I ſay) you muſt be fatisfied with 

our apprehenſion of an uneaſy Life, (tho 
1 hope not a ſhort one 3) notwithſtanding 


that generally you ſound Wits (tho' weak. 


Bodies): are immortal hereafter, by that 


Genius which, ſhortens your preſent Life 


10 prolong that of the future. But I yet 

1 7 your great, vigorous, and active Mind, 

1 not be able to deſtroy your little, ten- 
der, and crazy Carcaſs. 

Now to ſay ſomething to what you write, 
concerning the preſent epidemick Diſtem- 
be of the Mind and Age, Calumny; 1 

now it is no more to be avoided (at one 
time or another of our Lives) than a Fever, 


or an Ague; and as often thoſe Diſtem- 
pers attend, or threaten the beſt CES 
tions, from the worſt Air; ſo does th 
malignant Air of Calumny, ſooneſt n 
the ſound and elevated in Mind, as Storms 
of Wind the talleſt and moſt fruitful Trees; 
whilſt the low and weak, for bowing and 
moving to and fro, are, by their Weakneſs, 
ſecure from the danger and violence of the 
Tempeſt. But ſo much for ſtinking Ru- 
| monr, which weakeſt Minds are moſt afraid 
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of; as Triſh Men, tho the naſtieſt of Man- 
kind, are moſt. offended : at a N we 
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Mr. WyenzrLey to Mr. Porz. 
Nov. 11, 1707; NF 
- Receiv d yours of the gth yeſterday, 
which has (like the reſt of your Let= 
ters) at once pleas d and inſtructed me; fo 
that I aſſure you, you can no more Uri | | 
too much to your abſent Friends, than 
ſpeak too much to the preſent. This is a 
Truth that all Men own who have either 
ſeen your, Writings, or heard your Di. 
courſe ; enough to make others ſhow their 
Judgment, in ceaſing to write or talk, ef 
pecially to you, or in your company. How- 
ever, I ſpeak. or write to you, not to pleaſe 
you, but my ſelf ; fince I provoke your 
Anſwers ; which, whilſt they humble me, 
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even when you commend me; fince you | 


commend my little Senſe with ſo much more 
of yours, that you put, me out of Counte- 
nance, whilſt you would keep me in it. So 
that you have found a, way (againſt the 
_ Cuſtom of great Wits) to ſhew even a 


great deal of good Nature N a greꝶ 


deal of good Senſe. 


I thahk 
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with, I hope you will let them undergo * 


to bring thoſe above them under their own 


as Mr. Pope. . | [ * 
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I thank you for the Book you promis d 
me, by which 1 find you would not only 
correct my Lines, but my Life. | 

As to the damn'd Verſes I entruſted you 


your Purgatory, to fave them from other 
People's damning them; fince the Criticks, 
who are generally the firſt damn'd in this 
Life, like the damn'd below, never leave 


Circumſtances. I beg you to peruſe my 
Papers, and fele& what you think beſt, or 
moſt tolerable, and look over them again; 
for I reſolve ſuddenly to print ſome of 
them, as a harden'd old Gameſter will 
(in fpite of all former ill uſage by Fortune) 
puſh on an ill Hand, in expectation of re- 
covering himſelf ; eſpecially, ſince I have 
ſuch a Croupier or Second to ſtand by me 


— 


od | 
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9 Nou. 20, 1707. 

TR. Engl: fold being upon his Journey, 

to London, tells me I muſt write. 
to you by him, which I do, not more to 
comply with his deſire, than to gratify my 
on ; tho I did it ſo lately by the Mei- 

ſenger you ſent hither; I take it too as 

an opportunity of ſending you the fair 

Copy of the Poem (a) on Dulneſs, which 
was not then finiſh'd, and which I ſhould 

not care to hazard by the common Poſt. 
Mr. Engleſy/d. is ignorant of the Contents, 
and I hope your prudence will let him re- 
main ſo, for my ſake no leſs than your 
own': Since if you ſhould reveal any thing 
of this nature, 1t would. be no wonder Re- 
ports ſhould be rais 'd, and there are thoſe 
(I fear) who would be ready to improve 
them to my difadvantage. Iam ſorry you 
rold the great Man, whom you met in 
the Court of Requeſts, that your Papers 
were in my hands: No Man alive ſhall 7! 
ever know any ſuch thing from me; and | 
+ 


(8a) The Original of it in Blots, and with f wt of the 
_ References from Copy to Copy, in Mr. Pope's Hand, is in 


2ꝛbe Harley-Library, among other fuch Broüillons of Mr. Wy- 
cherley”s Poems, corrected by bim. Vid. Lett. Ap: 10, 170 
Note { 4 4 
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I give ou this warning beſides, that tho 
your af ſhould ſay y had any way aſ⸗ 
ſiſted you, 1 zam notwithſtanding, d 


. to deny it. IS; * * Mr. If "3fi} to g 


beThe of che Copy I» ſend: you 
is very rent from what it Was, and 
much more —— For the, better help 
of your Memory, I deſire you to compare 
it by the Figures in the Margin, anſwer- 
ing do the ſame in this Letter. The Poem 
is now divided into four Parts, mark d 
with the literal Figures I. II. III. IV. The 
firſt contains che praiſe of Dulneſs, and ſhews 
how upon ſeveral ſuppoſitions, it: paſſes fur 
1 25 Religion. 2. Philoſophy. 3. Example. 
4. Wit. And 5. The cauſe of Wit, and 
the end of it. The ſecond Part contains 
the advantages of Dulneſs: Iſt, In Buſi- 
neſs; and 2dly, at Court; where the Si- 
militudes of the Byaſs of 4a Bowl, and 
the Weights of a Clock, are directly tend- 
ing to illuſtrate thoſe advanta s of Dul- 
neſs, tho' introduced. before." In à place 
where there Was no mention made of them; 
(which was your only objection to my ad- 


ding them.) The third contains the happi- 


neſs of Dulneſs in all Stations, and ſhews 
in a great many Particulars, that it is, fo 
fortunate, as to be eſteem d ſome | 
Quality or other in all ſorts of People; 
Koo it 18 thought Quiet, Senſe, Caution, 
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De laßt kind refuge —— Mit can find, l 0] 


Uu fear d, -unbated, undifturt/d_it. liuen = doi) 


We find it ſo in a Letter of Mr. Pope to Mr. tel. 
dated April z, 1705. and in a paper of Verſes of hls, 
Jo the Author. of 4 Poem. calld Sucttffio, which got out in a 


| 18 75 Poems. 


Policy, Prudence, 3 -Cirs 
cumſpection, ran Fay Se. T he fourth Pare 
I have wholly added, as a Climax which 


ſums up at” the praiſe, advantage;” and 


bappineſs of Dulneſs in a few words; and 
ſtrengthens them all by the" oppoſition of 


the diſgrace, diſadvantage; and Oy 
of Wit, with which it 2 — (6. 2 


Tho the whole be as ſhare again u at 


faſt; there is-not-one Thought omitted, but 


what is 2 Repetition of ſomething in your 
firſt Volume, or in this urns Some 
Thoughts are contracted, where they ſeem d 


encompaſs d with too many words; and ſome 


new expreſd d, or added, where I thought 


there wanted hei chtning, (as you'll ſee hard 


3 in Eper of che hal eights; (c.) 
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{ b ) This tal 3 the preſent Edition Sone 
of the Lines in the H. M. are theſe. 


Fit for all Pations, and in each —_—_ {at 
14 x , pe #7 | 


I ſati d. ſecurè, and innocent 3 grow el 
No pains it takes, and no offence it given, 


(enn vas criginaly thus ere: : 
A Clicks run faſteſt when, moſt Lead 1 an. Ane 


Miſcellany in 1712, three Years before Mr. ycherley died, 
and two after he had laid = * and fig of. *publiliing 


and 
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lieve ſuch, as no mt can be ſhock d 4 
The repeated permiſſions you give me o 
dealing freely with you, will (I hope) ex- 
hs what TL have done; for if I have not 
ar'd 7 when I thought Severity would 
Þ you a kindneſs, I have not mangled you 
where I thought there was no abſolute 
need of Amputation. As to Particulars, I 
can ſatisſy you better when we meet; in 
mean time pray write to me e when you , 
can, ING; cannot too o 
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M.. WvcurrLev's Anſwer. 


Nov. 22, 1707. 


4x "OU may ſee by my Stile, I had the 
: pace and ſatisfaction to receive 
ye 


{ 3 y the hands of chat Wagg, Mr. 


 Englefyld) your extream kind and obliging 
r of che 20th of this Month; which 


like all the reſt of yours, did at once mor- 
tify me, and make me vain; ſince it tells 
me with ſo much more Wit, Senſe and 
Kindneſs than mine can expreſs, that my 
Letters are always welcome to you. 80 
that even whilſt your Kindneſs. invites me 
to write to you, your Wit and Judgment 
3 E forbids 
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forbids me; ſince 1 may return you a Let 
ter, but never an Anſwer.' 

Now, as for my owning your aſſiſtance 
to me, in over-looking my unmuſical Num- 
bers, and harſher Senſe, and correcting 


them both, with your Genius, or Judg- 


ment; I muſt tell you I always own it, 


(in ſpite of your unpoetick Modeſty) who 
would do with your Friendſhip as your 


Charity; conceal your Bounty to magnify 
the Obligation; and even whilſt you lay 


on your Friend the Favour, acquit him of 
the Debt: But that ſhall not ſerve your 


turn; I will always own, tis my infallible 


Pope has, or would redeem me from a 
poetical Damning, the ſecond. time; and 
ſave my Rhimes from being condemn'd to 
the Criticks Flames to all Eternity : But 


(by the Faith you profeſs) you know your 
Works of Supererrogation, transfer d upon 


an humble, acknowledging Sinner, may 
faveeven Him; having good Works enough 


of your own beſides, to enſure yours, bo 1 


their Immortality. : 49449, 
And now for the pains you idiots 


to recommend my Dulneſs, by — it 
more methodical, I give you a thouſand 


thanks; ſince true and natural Dulneſs' is 


ſhown more by its pretence to form and 
method, as the ſprig htlineſs of Wit by its 
r both. x thank you 'a thouſand 


times 
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ttimes for your repeated Invitations to come 
to Binfield : — You will find, it will be 

as hard for you to get quit of my merce- 
nary kindneſs to you, as it would for me 
co deſerve, or return to yours; however, 
it ſhall be the Endeavour of my future 
Life, as it will be to demonſtrate my ſelf, 
3 | ; 5 | | Dur 5 &c. 
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Mr. Por E's Reply. a 
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Nov. 29, 170%. 

HE Compliments you make me, in 

regard of any inconſiderable Service 

I could do you, are very unkind, and do 

but tell me in other words, that my Friend 

has ſo mean an opinion of me, as to think 

l expect acknowledgments for trifles ; which 

upon my faith I ſhall equally: take amiſs, 

whether made to my ſelf, or to any others. 

For God's fake, (my dear Friend Wycherley) - 

= think better of me, and believe I deſire 

no ſort of Favour ſo much, as that of ſer- = 

ving you, more conſiderably, than I have 

PPV ² A = oo og 

1 ſhall proceed in this manner, with 1 

ſome others of your Pieces; but ſince qu 
hs | E 2 - _ dere 
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. I would not deface your Copy for 
the future, and only mark the Repetitions; 
J muſt, as ſoon as I've marked theſe, tranſ- 
cribe what is left on another Paper; and - 
in that, blot, alter, and add all I can de- 2 
viſe, for their Improvement. For you are 
ſenſible, the Omiſſion of Repetitions is » 
one, and the eaſieſt Part, of yours and my 
Deſign; there remaining beſides to ea) 3 


83 


the 22 to connect the Matter, and wo 1 
mend the -Expreſſion. and Verification. 1 1 
will go next upon the Poems of Solitude, 
on the publick, and on the mixt Life ; the | | 
Bill of Fare ; the Praiſes of Avarice, and þ 
ſome. others. f 
1 muſt take ſome Notice of What you | 
fay, of My pairs to make your Duldes | 
« methodical; ” and of your hint, chat EF 
„The ſprightlineſs of Wit deſpiſes method. 
This is true enough, if by Vit you mean | 4 
no more than Fancy or Conceit; but in 
the better notion of Wit, confider'd as 
propriety, ſurely Method is not only necel- 
fary for Perſpicuity and Harmony of part, 
but gives beauty even to the minute and 
icular thoughts, which receive an ad- 
ditional advantage from thoſe which pre- 
cede or follow in their dye ne * E 


2 * 
— * . „ * 


$ . 


„ 


* Some 1. of - theſe, treaforif'd' — very much | 
mh * Pope, are extant in the Harley Library. | 


* | 
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cording to a Simile Mr. Dryden us d in 

converſation; of Feathers in the Crowns of 
the wild Indians, which they not only chuſe 
for the beauty of theit Colours, bur place 
them in ſuch a manner as to reflect a Luſtre 
on each other. I will not diſguiſe any of 
my Sentimemts from you: To methodize in 
your Caſe, is full as neceſſary as to firike - 

our; otherwiſe you had better deſtroy the 

| Whole Frame, and reduce them into ſingle 

Thoughts in Proje, like Rochfoucault,” as 1 
have more than once hinred to you. 
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ity, _ 1 28, 1707-8. 
HAVE had yours of the 23d of this 
Inſtant, for which I give you many 
anks, ſince I find by it, that even abſence 
(rhe uſual bane of Love, or Friendſhip) can- 
not leſſen yours no more than mine. As 
to your hearing of my being ill; I am glad, 


Aa. 1 3 


I Mr. Pope had this from Mr. Cromwell, after his Enquiry, 
in theſe Words. I returned to Town laſt $arurday, and 
* 1 (as you defir'd) about Mr. bee wis told, 
« in two ſeveral Places, that he had been very ill, and that 
« he was even gone off our Stage: But I cou'd not ima- 
gine this report to be true, br that fo great a Man could 
„ leave the World without its being inſtruQed to lament fo 
rc 
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is more than Friendſhip, is often ſeen, by 
our Friend's correction of our Follies or 
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E forty. for the;geport.:.In the firſt place, 
glad that it was not true; and in the next 


— that it ſhou d give — any diſturb- 


ance, or concern more than ordinary for 
me; for Which as well as your concern 
for my future well-being or life, I think 


my ſelf moſt eternally oblig d to you; aſ- 


ſuring, your concern for either will make 
me more careful of both. Vet for your 
fake I love this Life ſo well, that I ſhall 
the leſs think of the other; but tis in your 
power ta enſure. my Happineſs in one and 
the other, both by your Society and good 
Example, ſo not only contribute to my fe- 
licity here, but hereafter. | 
Now as to your Excuſe for the plain- 
neſs of your Stile, or Letter, I muſt needs 
tell you, that Friendſhip is much more ac- 
ceptable to a true Friend than Wit, whig : 
is generally falſe Reaſoning ; and a Friengs 
reprimand often ſhews more ' Friendſh 7 | 
: e 


than his compliment: Nay Love, whic 


Crimes. Upon this Teſt of your Friend- 
ſhip I intend” to put you when I return to 
London, and thence to you at Binfield, which 
1 hope will be within a Month. e 
Next to the News of your good Health, 


Lam pleas d with the good News of your 


going to print” ſome of your Poems, and 


proud 
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2 Enown by chem to the P 
ick for your Friend; IIe ine "(pethapy 
F he fame way) to be reveng 24 you fox 
| 'kindnefs'; by taking ag you r" Name ir 
valn in ſome! of iy! future Madrigals: yet 
ſol as to let the World know, my Ree Gr 
_ Eſteem for you are no more Poetick than 
my Talent in ſeribbling. But of all the 
7 of Fiction, I deſire you to believe 1 
want that of feigning Privy and d that 
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e, 8 WY yours of the; "firſt" 
r Paſtoral Muſe 6tirſhines, i 


Court-Ladies; in their more artful;-labour'd, 
and goſtly Finery; therefore I am glad to 


find by your Letter, you deſign your Coun- 


try-beauty of a Muſe ſhall appear,,ar Court 


who. aim at being honour'd. only. | to their 
chame: But her artful Innocence (on the 
S Will gain more Honour as ſhe 

* becomes 


KE. ee 0 natural dreſs, all s 


5 * . | 


in Publick ; to outſhine all the farded, 
lewd, confident; | affected,  Town=dowties, 
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8 Poblick 3 * 15 pite of 
| Cuſtom will bring Modeſty again into Fa- 
ioc or at Jeaſt wane 


Jing 
wou d yer pats Muſter by: a Hels ekng 
over; it is true that (like moſt vain anti- 
* quated Jades hich hang; wer dong palls 
dle) ſhe yet affects Vouthfulneſs, in 
Age, and wou d ſtill gain a few — 
(who the inore ſhe ſeeks, or labours for 
their liking, are but more her cont : 
Neverthele, ſhe is reſoly'd henceforth to 
be fo cautions as to appear very little more 
in the World, except it be as an attendant 
on your Muſe, or as a Foil, not a Rival to 
her Wit, or Fame: So that let your Coun 
entle woman appear. when ſhe will in the 
orld u, my old worn-out Jade of a loſt 
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OF This; and 4 1 Eætradd, are 4 full ee. 

of the e is and others, coho 
ted that My. Pope wrote theſe Verſes on himfe 4575 (i 755 
* i'd by Mr. Wycherley fix Years before his Deat, | 
| find: here it "rags 4 noluntary Ad of his, promis'd befor hand, 
— oo and written while Mr. Pope ras abſent... The firſt B 
wit. of thoſe Verſes, and the ſecond Copy with Corre#ions, ars both 
tm, ks h yer. ex Mr. Wychi e r | 
f 52 D received 4 2 from Mr. Pope, # : 

was in = Op on of Joe of 4 15 NR raiſer. | 
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be Popular; but I wiſh you a great many 
= Admirers, which will be ſome Credit to my 
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n 
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. wrenzxivr and Ws 1520 r 
co procure her Admieers 3 as an old Whore 


who can get no mate Friends of her own, 


bawds for others, to make Sport or Plea- 
fare; yet, one way or other, for Mankind. 
I approve of | your making Toon 1 Ther 
Muſe s Introductor into the World, or 
ſter af the Ceremonies, Who has been ſo 
long a Pimp, er Gentleman-Uſher to the 
Muſes. 

T wiſh 1 you good Fortune; Gee a Man 
with ſtore bf Wit, as ſtore of Mony, with- 
out the help of good Fortune, will never 


= Judgment as well as your Wit, who * 
enen * 1 a "great Gals and: m 
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July 28, e 


W HAVE made a W — in 
I Verſe, upon the printing your Paſto- 
7 which you ſhall ſee when you ſee | 
me. If you ſuffer my old Dow@ ö 

13 a Muſe to walt * your ſprightly 1 


—* 


* 


of the Plains, into the Comp ny of the 


Town, *cwill be but like an ol City-bawd's 
attending a young Country- beauty to Town, 
to gain her Admirers, when paſt the Oe 
ve rags oy WINE: r l 
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22 17, 1709. 


-MUST 9 for a Book of your 
Miſcellanies, which Tonſon ſent me, I 
uppoſe by your Order; and all I can tell 


you of it is, that nothing has lately been 


better receiv'd by the Publick, than your 
part of it; you have only diſpleas d the 
Criticks by pleaſing them too well; ha- 
ving not left them a Word to ſay for them- 
ſelves, againſt you and your performances; - 
O, that now your hand is in you muſt per- 


ſevere, till my Prophecy's of you be ful- 


fil d. In earneſt, all the beſt Judges of 
good Senſe, or Poetry, are Admirers of 

yours; and like your Part of the Book ſo 
well, that the reſt is lik d the worſe. | Thi 
is true upon my word, without Comp 


ment; ſo that your firſt Succeſs will make 
you for all your Lite a Poet, in ſpite of 
your * for a Poets Succeſs at 1 

EOS o 


likes Gameſter's Fortune at fiſt, is like to 
make him a loſer: at laſt,” and to be 1 


done: by his good fortune and merit. 


But hicherto your Miſcellanies have ſafe- 
ly run the Gantlet, through all the Coffee- 


cal new News- Paper, call'd, The 
— —— 1 ſuppoſe you have ſeen. 
This is the neweſt thing I can tell you of, 
except it be of the Peace, which now (moſt 
People ſay) is drawing to ſuch a Concluſion, 
as all Europe is, or — ſatisfy d with; 
ſo SO you ſee, which makes Peace in 


—— or Field, throughout the World: 
Peace chen be to you, and to me; NM am 


Conteſt with any Man, but him who ſays 
he is more your Friend, or humble Ser- 
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— — which are now entertain'd with a 


err Hall, makes it likewiſe in the | 


now grown peaceful, and will have no 2. 
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| are" dag Pe in this Nation as your | 


Servant. This modern Cuſtom of appear- | 

ing in Miſcellanies, is very uſeful to the 
Poets, Who, like other Thieves, eſtape by 
getting into a Crowd, and herd together 


like Bamlitti, ſufe only in their Multitude. 


Methinks Strada has given a: good De- 
ſeription of theſe kind of Collections ; 
Nullus kodid mortalium aur ugſcirur, aut 
moritur, aut pritliatur, aut ruftrcatury aut 
abit peregr? ; aut redit, aut nubit; aut t, 
aut non 3%, (nam ctium mortuis 1/5 bannt) 
aui un iii wa fremphd cudant Epicardia, 


: Genethalinra;: 5 Fung yrica, Epi- 


rhalamia, Vaticinia, Propeniftics, S dle, 
PurgFico; Nenias, Nugas. As to the ſuc- 


dels which you ſay my part has met with, 


it is to be attributed to what yo were 
pleas d to ſay of me to the World; which 
you do well to call your Prophecy, ſimce 
whatever is ſaid in my favour, muſt be a 
Prediction of things that are not yet; you, 
like a true Godfather, engage on my part 
for much more than ever I can perform. 

My Paſtoral Muſe, like other Country Girls, 
is but put out of Countenance, by what 


you Courtiers ſay to her; yet I hope 15 


would not deceive me ö r, as know! 
that a young Scribler's vanity needs no 
cruns from abroad: for Nature like an in- 
dulgent Mother, kindly takes care to * 
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phy her ons Wich as much of their own, 5 
as is neceſſary for their Satisfaction. If my 
Verſes ſhould meet with a few flying Com- 
— 2 Virgil has taught me that a 
Author has not too much reaſon to 
peasd with them, when he conſiders, 
chat 2 natural 1 of * is 
my and Calumny. Tt 


. + Vc ha > 


— Si ulya ; placitum laudarit, Baccare fromen 
Cingite, ne 2 noceat mala lingua futuro: 


When once a Man has appear'd as a Poet, 
he may give ve up his Pretenſions to all the 
rich and thriving Arts: Thoſe who have 


once made their court to thoſe Miſtreſſes 


to ſer up for Fortunes. But for 
Tall be ſatisfy d E I can loſe ny Time 
agreeably this way, without lofing my re- 
putation: As for gaining any, I am as 
indifferent in the Matter as Fulſtaſſè was, 
and may ſay of Fame as hb did of Honour, 
Fe it comes unload for-; and there's 
an Dia ant. I can be content with a bare 
ſaving game, without being thought an 
Eminent hand, (with which Title Jacob has 
gracibuſly dignify d his adventurers and vo- 
— in Poetry.) FJatob creates Poets, 
ſometimes do Knight, not for 
der howur, bur fr money. , Certainly he 


ought 


without Portions, the Muſes; are never like 
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ought to be eſteem d a worker of Miracles 
Won is grown rich by Poetry. 


E „ e 
So e grow rich, while Slant are ae. 7 


«xt 4 
© LS . wig ©: j 
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260% ef May 26, 1709. 
It "HE laſt 1 eee from you, was 
dated the 22d of May. I take your 
8 ible hint to me very Kindly, where-' 
: in you do like a true Friend, and a true 
: _ Chriſtian, and I ſhall endeavour to follow 
Id your Advice, as well as your Example, 
As for your wiſhing to ſee your Friend 
an Hermit with you, I cannot be — to 
leave the world, free | ſhall enjoy'in 
converſation, all that I can * © ry * 
nay, can learn more from 2 alone, than 
from my long experience of the yu: or 
little vulgar in it. . 5 ö 
As to the ſucceſs of your Poems in hs 
late Miſcellany, I told you of in my laſt; 
(upon my word) I made you no Compli- 
ment, for you may be affur'd, that all forts 
+ RC n they are 
dl Writers 


ha —_— e 
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Writers too; but for them, (I muſt needs 
ſuay) che 5 chem, chey ought 
to be the leſs pleas d with em: So that 
you do not come off with a bare Saving 
Game (as you call it) but have gain'd ſo 
much Credit at firſt, that you muſt needs 
ſupport it to the laſt: Since you ſet up 
with ſo put a Stock of good Senſe, Judg- 
ment and Wit, that your 1 enſures 
all that your Wit ventures at. The Salt of = 
your Wit has been enough to give a re- 1 
_ to the whole inſipid i Potch it 8 3 
is mingled with; and you will make 
Facobs Ladder raiſe. you to > Immortality, 
by which others are turn'd off ſhamefully,; 
to their Damnation (for Poetick Thieves as 
they are) who think to be ſav'd by others 
good works, how faulty ſoever their own 
are: But the Coffee-houſe Wits, or rather 
Anti-wits, the Criticks, prove their Judg- 
ments by approving your. Wit; and even 
the News-Mongers and Poets will own, 
you have more — than they; nay, 
the Detracters or the Envious, who never 
ſpeak well of any Body, (not even of * 
they think well of in their abſence) yet 
will give you (even in your abſence) En | 
good Word; and the Critics only hate you, 


t ue fan riums of Tanfon's Miſcellanies 
| ya 


42 


thers have done it, Eraſmus and others. 


PY - 


for bei ard a you whe 
ther 8 0 aer 


80 | 1 15 1709. 
1 Ln ien eee 
can only make up their ſcarcity: of 
enſe ee 
the Spaniards paying a debt of Gold with a 
load of braſs Money. But to be a Plain- dealer, 
I muſt tell — revenge the raillery of 


your Letters upon mine, by printing them, 


as Dennis did mine) without your knows . 
too, which wou'd be a revenge upon 
your judgment, for the raillery of your 
Wit: For ſome dull Rogues "her is the 
moſt in the World) might be fuch Fools 


as to think what you ſaid of me, was in 


earneſt: It is not hs: firſt time, you great 
Wits have gain d Reputation by their pa- 
radoxical or ironical Praiſes; your Forefa- 


For all Mankind who know me muſt con- 
fels, he muſt be no ordinary Genius, or 
litle Friend, who can find out "y thing 

10 


L ee 
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commend id me ſeriouſſys who have gi 
ven no ſign of my Judgment, but my Op 
nion of yours "nor, mark. of my Wir, but 
my leaving off Writing, to the publick, 
now you are beginning, to ſhew the World, 
What vu can do by 1 whoſe Wit ia 
. —— Fai 
in Whoſe t ve an im 1* 
and ſhall always ſubſcribe to it to ſave my 
Works in this World, from the Flames and 
Damnation. Pray preſent my moſt hum 
ble Service to Sir V. Trumbull; for whom 
and. whoſe-Judgment I have ſo profound a 
eſpe _ ha n bd e n 


11 westen, „ My: Tur 1 | 
25 1 ee enn April i, 17 10. 
nk had yours AY nds 
. laſt: Month, hich. is kinder than I de- 
m it chou d be, ſince it tells me you oou d 
is r . dat 6 4 
in 


0 ratitude, as long as I live: No Friend can 


1 K 
5 of. + 


company, than w be well in the 
— without it; and that you are more 

impatient to be deprivd of Happineſs than 
of Health: yet, my dear Friend, ſer raillery 
or compliment aſide, J can bear your ab- 
ſence (which procures vour Health and 
Eaſe) better than I can company when 
you are in Pain: for cannot ſee you ſo 


without being ſo too. Your love to the 


Country I do not doubt, meridoyeu (1h 
my love to it or you, ſince there — 
joy your company without ſeeing you in 


Pain ro give me Satisfaction and Pleaſure; 


there I can have you without Rivals. or Di- 
ſturbers; without the C— too civil, or 
the 1. too rude ; withour the Noiſe of 
the Loud, and the Cenſure of the Silent; 
and wou d rather have you abuſe me there 


with the Truth, than at this diſtance with 


your Compliment : Since now, your buſi- 
neſs of a Friend and kindneſs to a Friend, 
is by finding fault with his Faults, and 
mending them by your obliging Severity. 
T hope (in ppint of your good nature) ou 


will have no cruel Charity for thoſe Pa- 


pers of mine, you were ſo willing to be 
troubled with; which I take moſt infinitg- 
ly kind of you, and ſhall acknowledge wit 


do more for his Friend than preſerving his 


JED (ay ne not x by 3 his! — ; 
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fince by preſerving g his Life he can on; 
Make hin = obo e e Age 5 
ſcore Years; büt by preſerving, his Reputa- 
tion, he can make him live"as long as DH” 
World laſts ; o fave him from damning, 
when det is gone to the 1 5 Therefore | 
p hives do their Accomplice in N ewgate, 
to ſavs them from condemnation by the 
Publick. Be moſt kindly nnttierciful to my 
_—_ ”aults,, and do with my Papers, 


ountry-gentlemen o with your - 
"Toy Mlb; "pe and Bet the = Y 
ceneies and dead-Pirts of my wither'd Bayes, | 
| that the little remainder may i « Mf 
er; and iner caſc the value of chem, by d- 
3 1e number. — you WH 
with my Pa rathe to ve on 
ain than Nase 80 I 22 5 
compliment, Which fays, you 
ble kindiy: Such is the den oſity to your | | 
Friends, chat you take it kindly” ue be de- h 
fired by them to do them a 83 84 | 
you think f it done to you, when "they | & , 
vou an opportunity to do it to” them. 
Wherefore you may be ſure to be troubled 
with my Letters out of Intereſt, if not 
Kindneſs ; finde mine to you will procure 
| to mie, ſo that I write to you more 
for my own fake than yours; leſs to make 
vou chink I write well, than to learn from 


"T T4; 4+ G 2 | you 


* ” 


u take the crou- 0 


ND ee as 


4 % 4 2 E W T ER 1 


m9 be a Friend; bout 1 am yourg, a8 a 
| 1 


E: 


5 t better. Thus ꝓcu ſee. Intereſt 
my Kindneſs, which is che Friend- 
64: the World, — = to make a Friend 
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FI can wy 1 — Buſineſs. at 
Propoſe to do a be.foon. after wich 
nd. mouhle you Mich my Company, 

. dhe remainder of, the, Summer: In che 
mean time I. Yau, © give; your ſelf 


the, pains of altering, or. leaving out what 


ou think: bee 33:09 HRP has 
may endeavour. to print ſuch a 
of them as you and . I; ſhall chink f, about 
lic Baelmas 99 — in onder to Which my 
7 I beg you to be ſo kind to me, 
. to Sigg $i n the Criticks 

d by, my | Friend.) in 8 chan — 
Tea Fpes in p ick, the Criticks, 
on, Ju who arę made ſuch 4 

5 — been © L Offenders themſelves. Pray 
lieve og a mach Fai is a 
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ſhip and Sincerity, as I have Deference to 
your Judgment and as the beſt Mark of 
a Friend, is telling his Friend his Faults 
us private, ſo the next is concealing them 
feln the publick, till chey are fe to a 
pear; in mean time I am not a li 
Euflble of the great kindneſs 'you do. . 
in che trouble vo cake for me, in put- 
ting my Rhimes' in Tune, ſince good Sounds 
ſet off often ill Senſe, as che W e 
whoſe good Airs, with che worſt W 
or Meaning, a OL, ſo 
— Tun1 y Welch Harp, my r 
{ne pn — the leſs offenſive » the ni- 
cer Ears of thoſe Criticks, ho deal more 
in Sound chan Senſe. Pray then take Pity 
at once both of my Readers and me, in 
Mortning my barren Abundance, and in- 
— their Patience by it, as well as the 
bligations I have to you; and fince no 
rigaller can entertain the Head, un- 
pleaſes the Ear; and ſince the crowd- 
's have left the beſt Comedies 
leaſt Audiences, tis a ſign Sound 
can prevail over Senſe; therefore ſoften 
my Words INT e _ 


Eris mihi magnus * 


| wich 


"EN; carats 
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% o N me an account in 


-@4 Letter, of the trouble — 
dergone for 2 in comparing my Papers 
vou took down with you, wich the old 
printed 3 — and wich one another of 
mat Bundle you have in your hands; 
amon gt Which (you. tay) vou find nume- 
tous & repetitions, of the ſame: Thoughts 
and Suben all which. 1;muſt confeſs-my 
want of, Memory has prevented me from 
imagining; as well as made me capable 
of 7 ret them ſinee, of all Figures, 
that of Tautology, is che laſt I would wit, 
or; leaſt, forgive my {elf for; but ſeeing is 
Felioning 3 cwherefore I will take ſome Pains 
9, examine and compare thoſe Papers in 
IM: hands, with one another, as well as 
with che former printed Copies or Books, 
of 105 damn d Mieellaniesz all which (as 
bad a Memory as I have), with à little 
TEE Ning ins and care, I think I can reme- 
dy; erehore I Sm not have 18 give 


_ OV Ny * n BY e SI. Pd 
* The Truth 9 oth may een in hs whole printed 
Volume of bis es. in Fol, in 1704, in af 


every: Pg. 17 ANT 
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your ſelf more trouble about chem, which 
may prevent che pleaſure you have; and 
may give the World; in writing upon new 
Sudzects of your own, whereby you will 
much better entertain your ſelf and others- 
Now as to your Remarks upon che whole 
Volume of my Papers; all that I deſire 
af you, is to mark in the Margin (with- 
out defacing the Copy at all) either any 
Repetition of Words, Matter, or Senſe, or 
any Thoughts, or Words too much re- 
peated; which if you will be ſo kind as 
to do for me, you will ſupply my want 
of Memory, with your good One, and my 
| D eficiences of. Senſe with / the» Infallibility 
of yours; which if you do, you will moſt 
infinitely oblige me, who almoſt repent the 
trouble 1' have given you, ſince ſo much. 
Now as to what you call Freedom with 
me, (which you deſire me to forgive) you 
may be affar'd I would not forgive you 
unleſs you did uſe it; for 1 am fo far from 
thinking your Plainneſs a Fault, or an Of- 


fence to me, that I think it a Charity and 


an Obligation; which 1 ſhall. always ac- 
knowledge, with all fort of Dot to 
wot for * who am therefore 


ey | (Dear Mr. Pops) 
mi - tf obliged bumble Servant | 0 
W. Wren ERL E V. 
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- Mr. Berterton is goi 
n the Stage G 


1. Porz 5 ee. 


Moy 2, 1. 


AM Shows you periſt to rake il my 
12 accepting your Invitation, and to 
: (if I miſtake not) yeur Exception not 
unmixc wich ſome Suſpicion. Be certain 


I ſhall moſt carefully ' obſerve your Re- 
queſt, not to croſs over, or deface the Copy 


of your Papers for the future, — 
to mark in the Margin the | 
But as e 
ger: rid of thoſe Repetitions, and no way 
rectify the Method, nor 1 — 
nor improve the Poetry in or 
5 1 rh blotting, adding, 
and altering ſo it really is my opinion, 
and deſire, that you take your Pa- 
pers out of my hands into your own ; and 
that : no Alterations oP be made but Wo 
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boch of us are preſent; when you may be 
ſatisfiedd with evety Blot, as Well as 'every 
Addition, and: nothing he. put upon the 
Papers but What you ſhall give your own 
ſanction and aſſent to, at the ſame time. 
Do not be ſo unjuſt, as to imagine from 
hence that I would decline any part of 
this Task: On the contrary you know, I 
have been at the pains of tranſcribing 
ſome Pieces, at once to comply with your 
defire of not defacing the Copy, and yer 
to loſe no Time in proceeding upon the 
Correction. I will go on. the ſame way if 
vou pleaſe ; tho' truly it is (as I have often 
told you) my ſincere opinion, that the. 
greater part would make a much better 


Figure as Single Maxims and Reflef#ions in 


Proſe, after the manner of your Favourite 
Koc hefoucaut, than in Verſe: * And this, 
when nothing more is done but marking 
the Repetitions in the Margin, will be an 
eaſy Task for your ſelf to proceed upon, 
notwithſtanding the bad Memory you com- 
. | 


I am unfeignedly, dear Sir, 


Your, &c. 
— — 1 80 


M. Wycherley Iived five Nears after, to December 171 6. 
but little progreſs was made in = Defign, thro' his Ol, 2 


2 


0 — 


— — 


— — mp——_———__; 7 
. — TT 


ͤꝗEGͤ— — —— 


FI 


38:4 


* 2 — 5 f 8 ; 5 2 s 
* F K a * $ : 
1 * We. © 8 i "> k x7 7 1 
. PE 1 , * * . * 8 w K TX" *. 4 

LET TERS of, &c 

. "2 
$ 7 , * * 7 a 

9 ; * ” "a? x — — 


f 3 2 4 . 
and the intreaſe of his Infirmitits. -Howotorr ſome of the Verſer 
eobich had lien touch d . by Mr. P. with 308, of | theſe Max- 


im in Proſe were found among his Papers, which having the 


mi fortune to fall into the Hands of 4 gry were 
liſhed in 1328, in Oflauo, under the Nite The P 
mous Works of William Wycherley, E | 
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* He 20. 1705. 
Return ou 1 the + Papers you favour'd 

ith, and had ſent them to you ye- 
ſterday morning, but that I thought 
to have brought them to you laſt night 
my elf. 1 have read n over ſeveral 


* — 


»ͤ— 


* of Abberley ; in Worceſterſhire, Gentleman of the Hol 
in 2 Anne's reign, Author of ſeveral beautiful pieces in 
75 and Verſe, and in the Opinion of Mr. Dryden, (in his 


a: to Virgil, ) the Beſt Critic of our Nation in his time. 
. Pope's 9 
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% LETTERS of 
times with great ſatisfaction. The Preface 


is very judicious. and very learned; and the 
Verſes very tender and eaſy. The Author 
ſeems to have a particular Genius for that 
ind of Poetry, and a Judgment that much 

the years you told me he was | 
has taken 1 freely from the Ancient 
but what he has mixt of his own with theirs, 
is no way inferior to what he has taken from 


| chem. Tis no flattery at all to fay, that 


, Firgilhad wrüren nothing fo 


* Sixteen. good at his Age ®. I ſhall cake 


it as a favour if you will bring 


me acquainted with him; and if he will 


give himſelf the trouble any morning to 


call at my-Houſe, I ſhall be very glad to 


read the Verſes over with him, and give him 
my opinion of the particulars, more largely 
than I can well do in this Letter. I am, Sir, 


"You "or faithful 
1 9 
ö „ 2 5 
＋ u ond mob humble Servant, 4 
44 1 I | J Y 4 1 5 
34 oy 03 i w. Waren. 
F £8 15 1 ö | p 
TT 407 2 1 
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ae ” ks 24, 1706. 
34 Receiv'd Ped favour of your Letter, and 
1 ſhall be very glad of the continuance 
ot a correſpondence by which I am like to 
be ſo great a gainer. I hope when I have 
the happineſs of ſeeing you again in London, 
not only to read over the Verſes I have now 
of yours, but more that you have written 
ſince; for I make no doubt but any one 
who i ſo well, muſt write more. Not 
that I think the moſt voluminous Poets al- 
ways the beſt, I believe the contrary is ra- 
ther true. I mention d ſomewhat to you 
in London of a Paſtoral Comedy, which I 
ſhould be glad to hear you had thought 
upon ſince. I find Menage in his obſerva- 
tions upon Taſſ#'s Aminta, reckons up four- 
ſcore Paſtoral lays in Italian: And in look- 
ing over my old Italian Books, I find a great 
many Paſtorals and Piſcatory Plays, which 
I ſuppoſe Menage reckons together. I find 
alſo by Menage, that Taſſo «fo is not the firſt 
that writ in that kind, he mentioning an- 


other before him, which he himſelf had 
never ſeen, nor indeed have I. But as the 
Aminta, Paſtor Fido, and Filli di Sciro of 
ne are the three beſt,; ſo I think there 

| 18 
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is no difpute but Amints is the beſt of the 
chree: Not but that the Diſcourſes in Pa- 


for Fido are more entertaining and copious 


in ſeveral peoples opinion, tho not ſo pro- 

for Paſtoral; and the Fable of Bonarelli 

EC furprizing. I do not remember ma 
in other ges, that have written 
chis kind wi 2 Racan's Bergeries 

are much inferior to his Lyrick Poems; Sand 
che Spaniards are all too full of Conceits. 
Roaprn will have the deſign of Paſtoral Plays 
to be taken from the Cyclabs of Euripides 
Lam ſure there is nothing of this kind in 
Engliſh worth mentioning,” and therefore 
you have that Field open to your ſelf. You 
ſee I write to you without any fort of con- 
ſtraint or method, as things come into my 
head, and en Tow 
an _ _ TE 2 
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avg omit; the firſt opportunity of 
making you my acknowledgments for 
reviewing thoſe Papers of mine. Lou have 
no leſs right to correct me, than the ſame 
raſter that rais d a Tree has to prune it. 1 


am convinc d as well as you, that one may 
Correct 
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orrect too much; for in Poetry as in Paint 
ing, a Man may lay Colours one upon an- 


other, till they ſtiffen and deaden the Piece. 


Befides to beſtow heightning on every part 
is monſtrous: Some parts ought to be lower 


than the reſt; and nothing looks more ri- 
diculous, chan a Work, where the Thoughts, 
however different in their oven nature, ſeem 
all en a level: Tis like a Meadow newly 


mown, - where Nied, Graſs,” and Flowers 
are all laid even, and appear undiſtinguiſh'd. 


1 believe too that ſometimes our firſt 


ghits are the beſt, as the firſt 


ing of che Grapes makes bank and 
| richeſt Weh | 
I have not attempted any oy Paſto- 


4 ral Comedy, becauſe I think the "Taſte of 
_ our” Age will not 'reliſh a Poem of that 


fort.” People ſeek for what they call Wit, 
on all ſubjects, and in all places; not conſi- 


dering that Nature loves Truth ſo well, that 


it hardly ever admits of flouriſhing: Con- 
ceit is to Nature what Paint is to Beauty; 


it is not oply needleſs, but impairs what it 


wou'd improve. There is a certain Majeſty 
10 Simplicity which is far above all the 
Quaintneſs of Wit: inſomuch that the Cri- 
ties have excluded it from the loftieſt Poet- 
y, as well as the Jowelt, and forbid it to 


the Epic no leſs chan the Paſtoral. I ſhoud 
cettainly diſpleaſe all thoſe who are charm 10 
* | with 


—— — RP ET > 


* 
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with W and Bonarelli, and imitate Taſfſo 
not only in the Simplicity of his Thoughts, 
but in chat of the Fable too. If ſurpri- 
ſing diſcoveries: ſhou'd have place in the 
2 of a Paſtoral Comedy, I believe. it 
od be more agreeable to Probability to 
8 them the effects of Chance than 
of Defign ; Intrigue not being very con- 
fiſtent with that Innocence, which ought 
to conſtitute a Shepherd's Character. There 
is nothing in all the Aninta (as I. re- 
member) but bappens by meer accident; 
unleſs it be the meeting of Aminta with, Syl- 
via at the Fountain, which is the contriyance 
of Daphne, and even that is the moſt ſimple 
in the world: The contrary is rah 
in Paſtor Fido, where Coriſca is ſo, perfect 
a Miſtreſs of Intrigue, that the Plot cou'd 
not have been brought to paſs without her. 
J am inclin'd to chink the Paſtoral Come- 
dy has another diſadvantage, as to the Man- 
ners: Its general deſign is to make us in love 
with the Innocence of a rural Life, ſo that 
ta introduce Shepherds of a vicious Chara- 
cter muſt in ſome meaſure debaſe it; and 
hence it may come to paſs, that even the 
virtuous Characters will not ſhine ſo much, 
for want df being oppos d to their contra- | 
ries. —_ Theſe Thoughts are purely my 
dun, anch therefore [ have reaſon 70 doubt 
FES 8 Denne Stgoltpit, 3 them: 
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them: but I hope nee will ſer me ; 


rig. of NG 


1 wou'd beg your opinion too. as to an- 


other point: E is how far the liberty of 


Borrowing may extend? I have defended 
it ſometimes by ſayiug, that it ſeems not fo 
much the Perfection of Senſe, to ſay things 
that have ever been ſaid before, as to ex- 


preſs thoſe: 56% that have been ſaid ofteneſt ; 
and that Writers in the cafe of borrowing 


from others, are like Trees which of them- 


ſelves wou d produce only one fort of Fruit, | 


but by being grafted upon others, may 
ld variety. A mutual commerce males 


oetry flouriſh; but then Poets like Mer- 


chants, ſhou'd repay with ſomething of their 


own vrhat they take from others; not like 


Pyrates, make prize of all they meet. I de- 
fire you to tell me ſincerely, if I have not 


ſtretchd this Licence too far in theſe Pa- 


ſtorals ? I hope to become a Critic by your 
Precepts, and a Poet by your Example. 
Since I have ſeen your -Eclogues, I cannot 
be much pleas d with my o.αn; however 


you have not taken away all my — ſo 
10 ng a you give. me leave n my 
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of giving you an account at the ſame 
time of my Journey to Mind; but I am 
now forod to put r quite off, being en- 
gag d to go to my tion of Rich. 
aund in Yorkſhire. 1 wr "oi you are per- 
fectly in the right in vor Notions of 
Paſtoral, but I am of opinion, that the re- 

dundancy of Wit you mention, tho ris 
what pleaſes the dommom people, is not 
what ever pleaſes the heſt ju 
Fido indeed has had more admirers than 
Amina; but Iwill venture ti ſay; there is a 
great deal of difference between tlie admi- 
rers of one and the other! Coriſca, which is a 
Character generally admir d by the ordinary 
judges, is intolerable in a Paitoral; and Bo- 
narellis fancy of making his Shepherdeſs in 


jove with tw O men equally, 18 not; to. be. 
defended, whatever pains: he has/ taken to 


do it. As for what you ask of the Lilerty 
of Borrowing ; tis very evident the beſt 


| Latin Poets have extended this very far; 


and none ſo far as Virgil, who is the beſt 


1 


Had Socher 1 you thanks for bp | 
favour of yaur. Lie; but chat I was in 


vagen Paſtor 


PEW 


M. Wali. ani FER "0: 
Aae As for the Greek Poets, if Wwe 


eannot trace them ſo plainly, tis perhaps 
becauſe we have none before them; tis evi- 


dent that moſt of them borraw'd from Ho 


ner, and Homer has been accus'd of burn- 
ing choſe that wrote before him, that his 
Thefts might not be diſcover d. The beſt 

of the modern Poets in all Languages, are 


thoſe that have the neareſt copied the An- 
cientꝰ Indeed in all the common Subjects 
of Poetry, the Thoughts are ſo obvious (at 
leaſt if they are natural) that whoever 
writes laſt, muſt vyrite things like what have 
been ſaid before: But they may as well 
applaud the Ancients for the Arts of eat - 
ing and drinking, and accuſe the Moderns 
of having ſtoln thoſe "Inventions from 
them; it being evident in all ſuch caſes, 
that whoever live firſt, muſt * A them 


out. ag: indeed, "when | Hr 4." 


Is N. 100 211 712 5 1 { 
E ; a * 


—— u & alter Avia ini iche, 
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888 one or two bright Thoughts 
ſtol'n, and alb the reſt is quite different 2 7 


it, a Poem makes a very fooliſh | 


But when tis all melted down together, 4 


che Gold of the Ancients ſo mixt with 


that of the Moderns, that none can diſtin- 


* one from the other, I can Hover 
[19 


find | 
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E docks with it. IL cannot however but 
OWN to you, that there are others of a dif- 
ferent opinion, and that I have ſhewn your 
Verſes to ſome, who have made that :obje- 
ction to them. I have ſo much Company 
round me while I write this, and ſuch a 


noiſe in my cars, that tis impoſſible 1 


fhould write any thing but Nonſenſe, ſo 


| muſt e off abruptly. 1 an; 8 Ro; 


| 


1910 


| den, oy dem. 


"SIT 1 all 
2 | 


by + flute See 9. 1706. 
'T my — from: the North IL. re- 
ceiv d the favour of your Letter, 


which had lain there till then. Having 


been abſent about ſix weeks, I read over 
your Paſtorals again, with a great deal of 
pleaſure, and to judge the better read Vir. 
gil's Eclogues, and Spenſer's Calendar, at 
the ſame time; and I aſſure you I continue 


che ſame opinion I had always of them. 
By the little hints you take upon all occa- 


to improve en tis probable you 


; > 4 ' by 
* * 
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will make chem jet better againſt Winters 


tho — ci MigyS ry" rr in that 


too, and a Man may correct his Verſes till 
he takes away the true Spirit of them; 
eſpecially if he ſubmits to the correction of 

ſome who paſs: for great Critics, by me 
chanical . Rules, and never enter into tue 
true Deſign and Genius of an Author. 1 * 


have ſeen ſome of theſe that would hardly 


allow any one good Ode in Horace,” WÜbo 
ery Virgil wants fancy, and that Homer is 


very incorrect. Whi they talk at this 
rakes) one would think „ above the com- 


mon rate of mortals: but generally they 


are great admirers of Ovid and Lucun; and 


when they write themſelves, we ind out 
all the Myſtery. They ſcan their Verſes 
upon their Fingers; run after Conceits and 


glaring Thoughts; their Poems are all 


made up of / Couplets, of which the firſt 
may be laſt, or the laſt. firſt without any 
ſort of prejudice to their Works; in which 


there-is no Deſign, or Method, or any thing 


Natural or Juſt. For you are certainly in 
the right, that in all Writings whatſoever 
. dnot Poetry only) Nature is to be follow'd;; 
and ve ſhou' d be jealous of our ſelves for 


being fond of Similies, Conceits, and what 


they call ſaying Fine T. bings. When we 
were in the North, my Lord II harton ſhew'd / 
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* me a Letter he had receiv d from a certain 
0 | great = General in Spain; I told him I wou d 
5 y all means have that General recalld, and 
fe to writing here at home, for it was im- 
ible that a Man wich ſo much Wit as 
> ſhew'd,” cou'd be fit to command an 
Nom, or do any other Buſineſs. As for 
What you fay of Expreſſion: tis indeed 
the ſame thing to Wit, as Dreſs is to Beau- 
my; Lhave ſeen many Women over. dreſt, 
Thy 44 ſeveral look better in a careleſs 
Night-gown, with their hair about their 
ears, than Mademoiſelle Spanbeim dreſt for 
a Ball. I do not deſign to be in London 
till towards the Parliament: then I ſhall 
certainly be chere; and hope by that time 
you will have finiſnt your Paſtorals as you 
would have them appear in the world, and 
ö | Eu the hid of ' Autumn which 1 
| = not yet ſeen. Your laſt Eclogue be- 
upon * ſame Subject as that of mine 
bn Mrs. Tempeſt's Death, I ſhou'd take it 
very kindly in you to give it a little turn, 
as if it were to the Memory of the 
fame Lady, if they were not written for 
ſome particular Woman whom you wou'd 
5 make immortal. You may take occaſion 
* to ſhew the difference between Poets Mi- 
15 dr erg and: 11 5 Mente 8. 5 1 only hint / this, 
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| whiah: you may either do, ar let alone juſt 
as you think fit. I ſhall he very wk 
E. to ſee you again in Town, and to 


—— in ———— time. 1 am 


bs 


Nur, &c. 


115 Polz 70 11. Was 


Oc. 22, 706. 


you on the ſubject of Engliſh erſifi- 
cation, you deſire my opinion as to ſome 
farther particulars. There are indeed cer- 


tain Niceties, which tho' not much obſerved 
even by correct Verſifiers, I cannot 7 chink 
en to be harry apa] 


4D Ie is not 3 chat PAR offends 
the Ear, but a good Poet will adapt the ve- 
ry Sounds, . as well as Words, to the things 


he treats of. So that there is (if one may 


expres it ſo) a Style of Sound. Num 


ſerihing a Sing Stream, the Numbers 


Bay's FUR e eaſy and flowing; in deſcribing a | in 
ugh Torrent —_ ſonoraus and ſwel- 


et K ling, 


Frer he Thoughts I have ea *. ſent 


7 


I. Er . 


ling, and ſo of the reſt. This is evident 

every where in Homer and Virgil, and no 
where elſe that I know of to any obſervable 
degree. The following Examples will 
make this plain, which 1 _ taken from 
Vida. 


Molle viam tacito lapſu per levia radit. 
Incedit tardo molimine ſubſidendo. 
Lucrantes ventos, tempeſtateſque ſonoras. 
Immenſo cum præcipitans ruit Oceano Nox. 
Telum imbelle fine ictu, Conjecit 
Tolle moras, cupe ara manu, cape robora 
[8 Paſtor, 
| Ferte citi flammas. dite tl meu, 


alen. 


This I think, is what very few Ae 
in practice, and is undoubtedly of wonder- 
ful force in imprinting the Image on the 
reader: We have one excellent Example 
of it in our Language, Mr. Dryden's Ode 
on St. ie 8 I entitled, Alexander's 
| 1 71 


21 er nice Ear, mut (I believe) h Ob 
 obſerv'd, that in any ſmooth Engliſb Verſe 
of ten ſyllables, there is naturally a Pauſe 


? ar the fourth, fifth, or ſixch — It is 
12 — 


Me. uns 4 Mr. An | 67. 


"= upon theſe che Ear refts, and upon the ju- 

dicious Change and Management of which 
depends the e of Ven For 
example, | 


At the fifth. Where-eer thy Navy | reads her 
canvaſi Wings, 
At the fourth. Homage 70 thee ll and Peace 70 
all ſhe brings. 
At che fixth. Like T. ratts of Leverets n 
Morning Snow, 12 


Now 1 fancy, * to preſerve an exact 
Harmony and Variety, the Pauſes of the 
4th or 6th ſhou'd not be continu'd- above 
three lines together, without the Interpo- 
ſition of another; elſe it will be apt to wea- 
. ry the Ear with one continu'd Tone, ar 
leaſt it does mine: That ar the 5th runs 
quicker, and carries not quite ſo dead a 


weight, ſo tires not FP: much tho} be 
continued Jonger, ; | 


Another nicety is in 5 to o Exple- | 
tives, whether Words or Syllables, which 


are, made uſe of purely to ſupply a vacan- 


cy: Do before Verbs plural is abſolutely 
ſuoch; and it is not-improbable but future 
Refiners may explode did and does in the 
fame manner, which are almoſt always 
„„ e 
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"va For the fake of Rhine. n | 
Cauſe has occaſioned” the promiſeueus uſe 
of on and Thou to the ſume Perſon, 
which can never ſound ſo an as eitker 
one or the other. 


4. 1 would alſo object to tho liruprion of 
Alexandrine Verſes of twelve ſyllables, which 
I think ſhould never be allow'd but when 
ſome remarkable Beauty or Propriety in 
them atrones for the Liberty : Mr. Dryden 
has been too free of theſe, eſpecially in his 
latrer Works. I am of the fame opinion 
as to Triple Rhimes, 


5. I could egually objett to this WR 
of the ſame Rhimes within four or fix lines 
of each other, as tireſome to the Ear thro 
their Manny. * 


18 Monofpllable-Limes, unleſs very artfully 
managed, are ſtiff, or languiſhing: but may 
be beauriful to expreſs — Slow- 
1 or Labour. 


** 


7. To come to the Hiatus, or Gap . 


tween two words which is caus d by two 


Vopwels opening on each other (upon which 
vou defire me to be particular) I think the 
rule in this caſe is either to uſe the Cura, 
or admit the Hiatus, * as the Ear is leaſt 

ſhock d 


A 
” ww 


| N. Walen till My: PE. 69 N 
 ſhock'd by either: For the Cegſura forme. 


times bffends the Ear more than the Hiatus 
itſelf, and our 
charg'd with Conſonants: As _ yy | 
If in this Verſe, 


The Old hve nem cr a dr Be. 


we ſhould ay, to avoid the Hiatus, 0 0 
Butt Old bave Inf rot e 


The Hiatus which has the, wideſt: effect, 
is when one word ends with the ſame 
Vowel that begins the following; and next 
to this, thoſe Vowels whoſe ſounds come 
neareſt 'to each other are moſt to be avoid- . 
ed. O, A, or U, will bear a more full and 
graceful Sound than E, I, or V. I know 
ſome people will think theſe Obfervations 
trivial, and therefore I am glad to corro- 
botate them by ſome great Authorities, 

which I have met with in Tally and Quin- 
tilian. In the fourth Book of Nherorie to 
Herennius, are cheſe words: Fugiemus cre- 
bras Vocalium concur fiones, qua vaſtam at- 
que hiantem reddunt orationem ; ut buc ef. 
Baccæ anee amæniſſimæ impendebant. And 
Quintilian J. 9. cap. 4. Vocalium concurſus 


is naturally over- = 


cum accidit, hiat & interþſtit, at quaſi la- 


borat ratio. Ra mi longe que eajdem inter 


fe 


E 


To ALE TT:E'R:S: * 


4 e literas committunt, ſonabunt : Præcipuus 
ig tamen erit hiatus earum que cavo aut patulo 
ore efferuntur. E plenior litera. eft, I angu- 
flor. But he goes on to reprove the ex- 
ceſs on the other hand of being too ſol- 
licitous in this matter, and ſays admirably, 
Neſcio an negligentia in hoc, aut ſolicitudo fit 
pejor. So likewiſe Tully (Orator ad Brut.) 
T heopompum reprehendunt, quod eas literas 
tanto opere fugerit, etfi idem magiſter ejus 
Tfcrates : which laſt Author, as Turnebus 
on Quintilian obſerve, has hardly one Hia- 
tus in all his Works. Qxintilian tells us that 
Tully and Demoſthenes did not much obſerve 
this Nicety, tho Tully himſelf ſays in his 
Orator, Crebra iſta Vocum 'concurfia, quam 
magna ex parte vitigſam, fugit Demoſthenes. 
If I am not miſtaken, Malberbe of all the 
Moderns has been the moſt ſcrupulous in 
this point; and I think Menage in his Ob- 
ſervations upon him ſays, he has not one in 
his Poems. To conclude, I believe the Hi 
tus ſhould be avoided with more care in 
Poetry than in Oratory; and I would con- 
ſtantly try to prevent it, unleſs where the 
cutting it off is more prejudicial to the Sound 
than the Hiatus itſelf. I am, &c. 
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Mr. Walſh died at: 49 Hears old, in the Near 1708. The 


Year after, Mr. Pope writ the Eſfay on Criticiſm, in which 


be gives him this Elegy), 
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Such late was Valſb, the Muſes Judge and Friend, 
Who juſtly knew to blame or to commend ; 


To failings mild, but zealous for deſert, 
The cleareſt Head, and the fincereſt Heart. 
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Mr. POPE. to H. C. Eſq; 


From 1708, to 1711. 


March 18, 105. 


si it was with me when I left the 
Town, as it is with a great many 
Men when they leave the World, 
whoſe loſs it ſelf they do not ſo much re- 
gret, as that of their Friends whom they 
leave behind in it. For I do not know one 
thing for which I can envy London, but 
for . th Let J gueſs yu 
2 | v 


mu ME T[EEWMS:. of 
will expect I ſhould recant this Expreſſion, 
when I tell you, that Sapho (by which hea- 
| theniſh Name you have chriſten d a very 
orthodox Lady) did not accompany me in- 
to the Country. However, I will confeſs 
my ſelf the leſs concern'd on that account, 
| becauſe I have no very violent Inglination 
ef loſe- my Heart, eſpecially in ſq wild and 
vage a place as this Foreſt 15: In the Town, 
tis ten to one but a young Fellow may find 
his ſtray'd Heart again, with ſome Wild- 


ftreet or Drury-lane Damſel; but here, 
where I could have met with no redreſs 


= e unmerciful, virtuous Dame, I muſt 


ever have loſt my little Traveller in a 
9 where I cou'd never rummage to find 
him again. —— Well, Sir, you have your 
Lady in the Town ſtill, and I have my 
Heart in the Country Rill, which being 
| Wholly unemploy'd as yet, has the mare 
room in it for my Friends, and does not 
want a Corner at your Service. — To be 
ſerious, Fou have extreamly oblig d me 
by, your Frankneſs and Kindneſs to me: 
And if, J- have abus d it by too much 
reedom on my part, J hope you will at- 
tribute it co the natural Openneſs! of my 
Temper, which hardly knows how to ſhow 
Reſpect, where I foot: Affection. I wou'd 
love my Friend, as my Miſtreſs, without 
rd and 1 rough Uſage 


ſome- 


Mr. Pop x fo H. C. Eſq; | 77 
ſometimes may not be r to | 
the one, than it is to the other. 

If you hate any Curioſity to know in 
| * manner I live, or rather loſe a Life, 
Martial vill inform you in one Line: (the 
Tranſlation of which coſt a Friend of ours 


three? in _y ſh, 


One ſhort, one long. 
15 One foft, one ftrong, 
4 One Abe, one wrong.) 


rue Hot, Cano, ids lego, cans, quieſeo, 


* Day wich. me ig Uiterally an- 
es yeſterday; for it is exactly the ſame : 
It has the ſame Buſineſs, which is Poetry; 
and the ſame Pleaſure, - which is Idlenefs. 
A man might indeed paſs his Time 
much better, but I queſtion if any Man 
could paſs it much eafier. If you will 
viſit our Shades this Spring, which I very 
much deſire, you may perhaps inſtruct me 
to manage my Game more wiſely; but at 
preſent I am ſatisfy d to trifle away ys ; 
any Way, rather than let it ſtick by me; 
as Shop-keepers are glad to be rid of thoſe 
Goods at any rate, which would otherwiſe 
always be lying upon their hands. 

Sir, if you will favour me [aids with 
F Letters, it vill be a great Satisfaction 
to 


wa LETTERS of 


Þ accounts; and on this in 
particular, That it will ſhow me (to my 
Comfort) that even a wiſe Man is ſome- 
times very idle; for ſo you muſt needs be 
when you can find leiſure, to write TS :. 


Nur, &c. J 


_— 
— 


Abril 27, 1708. 
Have nothing to ſay to you in this Let- 
ter; but I was reſolv'd to write to tell 
you ſo. Why ſhould not I content my ſelf 
with ſo many great Examples, of deep. Di- 
. vines, profound Caſuiſts, grave Philoſophers; 
who have written, not Letters only, bur 
whole Tomes and voluminous Treaties 
about Nothing ? Why ſhou'd a Fellow like 
me, who all his life does nothing, be a- 
ſham'd to write nothing? and that to one 
who has nothing to do but to read it? 
But perhaps you'll ſay, the whole World 
has ſomething to do, ſomething to talk 
of, ſomething to wiſh for, ſomething to 
be imploy d about: But pray, Sir, caſt 
up the Account, put all theſe Somethings 
rogether, and what is the Sum Total but 
juſt, Nothing? I have no more to ſay, 
10 to defire to give you my Service (that 
Is 
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is nothing) to your Friends, and to — 


chat I am NAS. more . 


by 


Ni f 
141 reer, 4 
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May to, 1708. 

OU talk of Fame and Glory, and of 
the great Men of Antiquity; Pray tell 
me, what are all your great dead Men, but 
ſo many little living Letters? What a vaſt 
Reward is here for all the Ink waſted by 
Writers, and all the Blood ſpilt by Princes? 
There was in old time one Severus a Roman 
Emperor. I dare ſay you never call'd him 
by any other Name in your Life: and yet 
in his days he was ſtyl'd Lucius, Septimius, 
Severus, Pius, Pertinax, gas Partbi- 
cus, Adiabenicus, Arabicus, Maximus] —= 
and what not? What a prodigious waſte of 
Letters has Time made! what a Number 
have here dropt off, and left the poor ſur- 
viving Seven unattended | For my ovyn part, 
Four are all I have to take care for; and III 


* 


be judg d by you. if any man cou'd live in 


leſs compals? except it were one Mon- 


fieur D. and one Romulus * But theſe, con- 


1 to the common Calamity, came in 


Atüihlonod N proceſs 


( 
* - 
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Boileau Deſpreuux, and W 
points. — Well, Sir, for the future I'll drown 
all high" Thoughts in the Lethe of Cowſlip- 


Wine; as for Fame. 2 * 
take em Critics! © W 
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November gs 18. 
n it well ſatiafyꝛd with the 
Country eber ſinee I ſa you, that 0 
not ſo much as once thought of 
Town, or enquir d of any oe in it 
Mr. Myuberley and your ſelf. And from 
him I underſtand of your Journey this Sum- 
mer into. Lecefterſhire; from whence T guet 
you are return d by this time, to your © 
Apartment in the Widow's Corner, to your 
g 88 ga of comparing Critics, and re- 
conciling | 


conciling commentators ; and to the old di- 
verſions of a loſing game at piequet with 
—_— and half à play, or a quarter of 
„at the theatre; me (Toa, are none 
the malicious Audience, bur the chief of 
amorcus 8 and for the inſirmity of 
one * Senſe which them for tbe ma 
could only ſerve 10 diſguſt you, etjoy the 
Fm 7 


| ir brow, when one Senſis uppre, 54) 
* * rerires 1 the . 


"({Acconding' to o poetical, hor the dab 
ed, Dodwell ; who has done one thing wor- 
chy of eternal memory; wrote two lines in 

his life that are not nonſente!} So: you have 
= advamage of being entertain'd with all 
che beauty of che boxes, without trou: 
bled with any of the dulneſs of the Rage. 
You are ſo good a critic, that tis che great 
aſt happineſs of che modern Poets that you 
do not hear their works; and next, that 


wt 4 > 


you are not ſo arrant a critic, as to damn 


them (like the reſt). without hearing. But 
now | talk of thoſe critics, I have good news 

1 tell you concerning my ſelf, = which I 
you fhou'd congratulate wich me: 


WN PEGS ally 1 and 


LM His Hearing, n 
M 6 


far above my W 1 have hi moſt 
mercifully repriev d by the ſovereign power 
of Jacob Tonſon, from being brought forth 
to publick puniſhment; and reſpited from 
time to time from the hands of thoſe bar- 
barous executioners of the Muſes, whom 1 
. was juſt now ſpeaking of. It often hap 
that guilty Poets, like other guilty inimbbals 
when once they are known and proclaim'd, 
deliver themſelves into the hands of Ju- 
ſtice, only to prevent others from doing it 
more to their diſadvantage; and not out of 
any Ambition to ſpread their fame, by be- 
ing executed in the face of che world, 
which is a fame but of ſhort continuance. 
That Poet were a happy man who cou d 
but obtain a grant to preſerve his for 
ninety- nine years; for thoſe names very 
rarely laſt ſo many days, which are planted 
either in Jacob Tonſom s, * the ah a «4 
N Miſcellanies. 4 
I have an hundred chin to fay cock, 
which ſhall be deferr' d till J have "be hap- 
pineſs of ſeeing you in town, for the ſea- 
ſon now draws on, that invites every body 
thither. Some of them I had commu- 
-nicated to you by Letters before this, if 
I bad not been uncertain where you paſs d 
your time the laſt ſeaſon: So much fine 
Weather, I doubt not, has given you all 
the pleaſure you cou d deſire from the coun- 


N 75:5 1 5 try, 


Mr, Pore to H. C. E #83 / 


try, and your own thoughts the beſt com- 
| * it. But nothing cou'd allure Mr. 
Mycberley to our Foreſt, he continu'd (as 
vou told me long ſince he wou d) an ob- 
ſtinate lover of the town, in ſpite of friend- 
ſhip and fair weather. Therefore hence- 
. to all thoſe conſiderable qualities 
I know you poſſeſt of, I ſhall add that of 
— But I ſtill believe Mr. Mycber- 
les, intentions were good, and am fatisfy'd 
that he promiſes nothing but with a real 
deſign to perform it: how much ſoever his 
other excellent qualities are above my imi- 
tation, his ſincerity, I hope, is not; and i it 
is, ee abe utmoſt chat I * ae * 
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een eee LUIS bee 229 —— 
HFad ſent v * inclosd * Papers be- 
fore chis time, but that I intended to 
Bee brought them my ſelf, and afterwards 
coud find” no "opporeanity” of Ron them 
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ET * 2 was 4 ma Try -P — firſt Book Y 72 = 
wyben the Author was but 14 Tears old, at appears by an Ad- 


vertifement before the firſt Edition of it in 4 M ME 
lid by B. Bad 8 1711. . | AIP _ 


_- without ſuſpicion of cheir + 
chat they 
fear ſome body might be fooliſh h to 
imagine them ſo, and inquiſirive enough to 
diſcover thoſe faults which 1 (by your help) 
would correct. 1 — — * 
of you to let them go no farther than your 
chamber, and to be very free of your re- 
marks in the margins, not only in regard to 
the accuracy, but to the fidelity of the tran- 
lation; which I have not had tirhe 6f late 
to compare with its original. And I deffre 
you to be the more ſevere, as it is meh 
more eriminal for mo to male adbthet 
ſpeak nonſenſe, than to do it in ny on 
proper, perſon. For your better help in 
comparing, it may be fit to tell you, thar 
this is not an entire verſion of the firſt 
book. There is an omiſſion from the 168th 
line — Jam murmura ſerpunt plebis ageno- 
re — to the 312th — Interea patriis 
ohm. 1. a b ori. (between 1 * 
* two Statius has a deſeription of 
ceuncil of the Gods, and a ſpeech. ot J 
piter; which contain à peculiar beauty 


and majeſty, and were left out for no 
Wee reaſon, 198 becauſe the conſequence 
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r "SY tra ated, ond they are ext. it. the 
Pines Verſion. © * 1 5 1 ; | 
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1 
are of the leaſt value, but for 


Dae b 


. ha machine apf ore not till the cod 
1 e trant on from chence 
words "He  ambobus rabiem 
E Fortund cruentum ie” hee is an odd 
account of à battle at fiſty- cuffs be- 
tween che two Princes on x very flight 
oecafion, and at x time when ohe wou'd 
think tlie fativue of cheir journey in fo tem- 
peſtuvus a night, might have render'd them 
ate hr" Tr 2 ſcuffle.” This 1 had 
actually tranflated, but was very ill fatls- 
fied with it, even in my own words, © 
which an author cannot but be partial 
enough of conſclence; it Was therefore 
onkel in this copy, which on above 
elghty lines farther, at the words Hie pri- 


Ae bes OS eee Bcc. - anew. the end. of 


You Sei find, 1 dovbe not, that Sra⸗ | 
tius was none of the diſcreeteſt Poets, 
tho he was che beſt verſiflier next Vir- 
gi in the very beginning he unluckily 
betrays his ignorance in the rules of Poetry, 
(wh ch Horace had already taught the R- 

ge When hie aks Dis where to 


begin His Thebaid, and ferms to doubt whe: 
ther it ſhould not be ab ovo Ledzo? when 
he comes to the ſcene. of his Poem, and 
the prize in difpute between the Brothers, 
he Pres us a very mean opinion of it —— 


7 | Pugna 


2 1 
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Pugna eſt de e .— Very diffe- 
TE 22 eo $1 of his Tn Ne: Virgil, 
who at the entrance of his Poem informs 
his reader of the. greatneſs of its  ſub- 
jet, — Tantæ molis erat Romanam condere 
Gentem.... [Boflu on Epic Poetry, There 
are innumerable little faults in him, a- 


mong which I cannot but take notice of 


one in this book, where {peaking of che 
implacable hatred. of the brothers, he fays, 
The whole world woll d be too ſmall a a 70 


"Po ha much. . 


L + peteretur crimine tanto Y X 30 
Limes uterque Poli, quem Sol emiſſus Eo T 
ob SG aut W wee — 1 bero? 
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e io terras obli quo dere 1 

Aulus, aut Boree any ce ve ine 

eue Noti? S7 
y After all Tha, what Sa a - 3, think 
of but Oe itſelf for the Prize? but 
mat follows is aſtoniſing. 
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I do not remember to have met wich 
ſo great a fall in any antient author what- 
ſoever. I ſhou'd not have inſiſted ſo much 
on the faults of this Poet, if I did not hope 
vou wou d take the ſame freedom with, and 
revenge it upon, his Tranſlator. I ſhall 
be extreamly glad if the reading this can 
be any amuſement to you, the rather be- 
cauſe I had the diſſatisfaction to hear you 
haye been confin d to your chamber by an 
illneſs, which I fear was as troubleſome a 
companion as I have ſometimes been to you 
in the ſame place; where if ever you found 
any pleaſure in my company, it muſt ſure- 
ly have been that which moſt men 

take in obſerving the - faults and follies of 
another; a pleaſure which yon ſee I take 
care to give you even in my abſence. | _ 
If you will oblige me at your leiſure with 
the confirmation of your recovery, under 
your own hand, it will be extream grateful 
to me, for next to the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing my friends, is that I take in hearing 
from them; and in this particular, I am 
beyond all acknowledgments oblig d to our 
| friend Mr. Myeberley, who, as if it were not 
enough ro have excell'd all men in wit, is 
reſolv'd to excel them in ood- nature 
too. I know I need no apology to you 
for ſpeaking of Mr. Vycherley, whoſe ex- 
ample as I am proud of following in all 


things, 
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e egy OP 5709. 
OU had 1 en this time been 
troubled a Letter from me, but 
ac I deferr'd i tiff I cou d ſend you either 
the * Miſcellany, or my continuation _ 0 
the Verſion of Statins. The firſt T imagin 
you might have had before now, but ſince 
the contrary has ns you may draw 
this Moral from it, That Authors ! 1. gene- 
ral are more ready to write nonſenſe "tha 
Bookſellers are to publiſh i it. I had fins 
not what extraordinary flux of rhyme 0 
me for three days together, in which time 
all the verſes you = added, have been 
written; which I tell you that you may 
more freely be ſevere upon them. Tis @ 
mercy I do not affaulr 1 with a number 
of original Sonnets and Epigrams, which 
our modern Bards put fort 4 the ſpring- 
on ns as And abundance, as Trecs: lo 
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» Jacob Tonſan: I er Pulumg 'of Pagical Miſcellanies, in 
which Mr. Pope's e and Joe, erfions of. Homer and 
Chaucer were Fr printed. 

0 . Bloffoms 
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- Bloſſoms, a very few whereof ever come to 

be Fruit, and pleaſe no longer than juſt in 
their birth. So that they make no leſs haſte - 
to bring their flowers of wit to the prels,- 
than gardiners to. bring their other flowers 
to the market, which if they can't get off 
their hands in the morning, are ſure to die 

before night. Thus the fame reaſon that 
furniſhes Covent-Garden with thoſe noſegays 
you ſo delight in, ſupplies the Muſes Mer- 
cury, and Britiſh Apollo (not to fay Facob's - 
Miſcellanies) with Verſes. And it is the 
happineſs of this age, that the modern-in- 
vention of printing Poems for 1 a-piece, 
has brought the Noſegays o Parndſis to 
bear the lade price; whereby the publick- 
ſpirited Mr. Henry Hills of Black-fryars has 
been the cauſe of great caſe and ſingular 
comfort to all the Learned, who never over- 
abounding in tranſitory coin, ſhou d not be 
diſcontented ( methinks) even tho Poems 
were diſtributed gralis about the ſtreets, like 
Bunyan's Sermons and other pious treatiſes, 
uſually publiſh'd in a like Voluwe and Cha- 
„ r OR 
Ihe time now drawing nigh, when you 
uſe with Sapho to croſs the Water in an 
Ev ning to Spring-Garden, I hope you will 
have a fair opportunity of raviſhing her: 

I mean only (as.O/dfox in the Plain- dealer 
ſays) thro' the ear, with your well-penn'd 


, - 
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Verſes. I have been told of a very lucky 
Compliment of an Officer to his Miſtreſs in 
the very ſame place, which I cannot but ſet 
down (and deſire you at preſent to take it 
in good part inſtead of a Latin Quotation) 
that it may ſome time or other be improv'd 
by your pronunciation, while you walk So- 
Tus cum Sola in thoſe amorous ſhades. 


When at Spring-garden Sapho deigns t appear 
The flow'rs march in her van, rausk in her rear. 


I wiſh you all the pleaſures which the 
| Seaſon and the Nymph can afford; the beſt 
Company, the beſt Coffee, and the beit 
News you can deſire. And what more to 
wiſh you than this, I do not know ; unleſs 
it be a great deal of patience to read and 
examine the Verſes I ſend you; and I pro- 
miſe you in return a great deal of deference 
to your judgment, and an extraordinary obe- 
dience to your fentiments for the future, (to 
which you know I have been ſometimes a 
little refractory.) If you will pleaſe to be- 
gin where you left off laſt, and mark the 
margins, as you have done in the pages im- 
mediately before, (which you will find cor- 
refed to your ſenſe ſince your laſt peruſal) 
you will extreamly oblige me, and improve 
my Tranſlation. Beſides thoſe places which 
may deviate from the ſenſe of the Author, 
| It 
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it wou'd be very kind in you to obſerve 
any deficiencies in the Diction or Num- 


bers. The Hiatus in particular I wou'd 
avoid as much as poſſible, to which you are 
certainly in the right to be a profeſs'd ene- 
my; tho I confeſs I cou'd not think it 
poſſible at all times to be avoided by an 

writer, till I found by reading Malherbe 


lately, that there is ſcarce any throughout 


his poems. I thou _ your obſervation 
true enough to be paſs d into a Rule, but not 


a rule without exceptions, nor that ever it 


had been reduc'd to practiſe : But this ex- 
ample of one of the moſt correct and beſt of 


their Poets has undeceiv'd me, and confirms 


your opinion very ſtrongly, and much more 
than Mr. Dryden s Authority who tho he 
made 1 it a rule, ſeldom obſery' d it. 


Your, &c. | 


9 — 


a June 10, 1709. | 
1 Have receiv'd part of the Verſion of 
Statins, and return you my thanks for 
your remarks which 1 think to be juſt, ex- 


| cept where you cry out (like one in Horace's 


Art of Poetry) Pulchre, bene, res! There 
I have ſome fears, you are _ it not al- 


ways, in the wrong. 8 | 
(+ af | | N-* One 
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one of your objections, namely on chat 
The reſt, revolving years ſhall ripen into Fate, 


I * * * _ PORTO Ins 
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may be well grounded, in relation to its not 


being the exact ſenſe of the words — * Cœ- 
tera reliquo ordine ducam. But the duration 
of the Adtion of Statius's poem may as well 
be excepted againſt, as many things beſides 
in him: (which I wonder Baſſu has not ob- 
ſerv'd) For inſtead of confining his narra- 
tion to one year, it is manifeſtly exceeded 
in the very firſt two books; The Narration 


begins with Oedipus's prayer to the Fury to 


promote diſcord betwixt his Sons; af- 


terward the Poet expreſly deſcribes their 


entring into the agreement of reigning 
a year by turns; and Polynices takes his flight 
for Thebes on his brother's refuſal to reſign 


the throne. All this is in the firſt book; in 
next, Tydeus is ſent Ambaſſador to Etheo- 


cles, and demands his reſignation in theſe 


—_—_ +: 
e—Aſftriferum velbæ jam circulus orbem 
Torft, & amiſſæ redierunt montibus umbre, 
Ex quo frater inops, ignota per oppida triftes 
Exul agit caſus — | 
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* Se the firſt book of Statins, Verſe 302. 


But 
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But Boſſi: Himſelf is miſtaken in ne 
icular, relating to the commencement of 


the Action; ſaying in Book 2. Cap. 8. that 
Statius opens it with Exropa's Rape, where- 


as the Poet at moſt only deliberates whe- ; 
ther he ſhou'd or not? | 

OY — Unde jubetis 3 
Ire, Dex? * canam fim dia, dire, 185 
Sichniat raptus ? 2 


: . all this with a Tor- 
ga retro JOE and * 


ines mibi carminis "WP 
Oedipodæ benen domus 


Indeed there are numberleſs particulars 
blame-worthy in our Author, which I have 
_ to ſoften in the verſion : 


"a Diubiamgz j zug fragor * Oeten 
In latus, & geminis vix ſluctibus ohſtitit Iſthmus 


is moſt extravagantly hyperbolical: Nor did 

I ever read a greater Piece of Tautology 

than 
il Patna rus us fe Aula b 

Reſpiceres jus omne tuum, cunctoſq; Minores, 15 


Et nuſquam par fare Ae 


A 


* 


bs AETT.ERS If 


In the Journe of n is ſome geo- 
WR error, | | 


wk In mediis and; t * litora cond; 


could hardly be; for the Iſthmus of Corinth 
is full five miles over: And Caligantes a- 
brupto ſole Mycenas, is not conſiſtent with 
what he tells us, in Lib. 4. lin. 305: „that 
« thoſe of Mycene came not to the war at 
« this time, becauſe they were then in con- 
te fuſion by the diviſions of the Brothers, 
« Atreus and Thyeſtes ” Now from the rai- 
ſing the Greek army againſt Thebes, back to 
the time of this journey of Polynices, is (ac- 
cording tc to Statius's own account) three years. 


ours, &c. 


2 


July 17, 170g. 
HE e after I parted from you, 
I found my Pal (as I bad Prop d) 
all alone, in an uneaſy Stage-Coach ; a dole- 


ful change from that agreeable company I 


enjoy d the night before! without the leaſt 
hope of entertainment but from my laſt 
recourſe in ſuch caſes, a Book. I then be- 
an to enter into acquaintance with the 
Moralifts, and had juſt receiv'd from them 
ſome 
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ſome cold conſolation for the inconvenien- 
cies of this life, and the 1 incertainty of hu- 
man affairs; when I perceiv'd my Vehicle 
to ſtop, and heard from the ſide of it the 
dreadful news of a ſick Woman preparing 
to enter it, Tis not eaſy to gueſs at my 
mortification, but being ſo well fortify'd 
with Philoſophy I ſtood refign'd with a 
| Stoical conſtancy to endure the worſt of 
| evils, a fick Woman. I was indeed a litde 
comforted to find, by her voice and dreſs, 
that ſhe was Young and a Gentlewoman ; 
but no ſooner was her hood remov d, but I 
law one of the fineſt faces I ever beheld, | 
and to increaſe my ſurprize, heard her ſalute 
me by my name. I never had more reaſon 
to accuſe Nature for making me ſhort-ſight- 
ed than now, when I could not recollect 
I had ever ſeen thoſe fair eyes which knew 
me ſo well, and was utterly at a loſs how 
to addreſs my ſelf; till with a great deal of 
ſimplicity and innocence ſhe let me know 
(even before I diſcover'd my ignorance) that 
ſhe was the daughter of one in our Neigh- 
bourhood, lately marry'd, who having been 
conſulting her Phyſicians i in Town, was re- 
turning into, the Country, to try-what good 
Air and a new Husband cou'd do to recover 
her. My Father, you muſt; know, has 
| ſometimes recommended the Study of Phy- 
ſick to me, but I never had any ambition 
8 25 . = 
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to preſcribe ſome Fruit (which I happen“ 
to have in the Coach) which being forbid- 
den her by her Doctors, ſhe had the more 
inclination to. In ſhort, I ey and ſhe 
eat; nor was I more like the Devil 
ſhe like Eve. Having the good ſuc 
the foreſaid Gentleman before my eyes, 
put on the Gallantry of the old Serpent, and 
n ſpite of my evil Form accofted her witng 
all che Gaiety I was maſter of; which 
ſo good effect, that in leſs than an hour ſhe 
grew pleaſant, her colour return d, and 6 
was pleas d to ſay my preſcription had 
wrought an immediate cure: In a word, I 
Had the pleafanteſt journey imaginable. 
*Thve far- (methinks) my Letter has ſome- 
thing of the air of a Romance, tho it be 
true. But I hope you will look on what fol- 
lows as the greateſt of truths, That 1 
think 1 e telt extreamly oblig d by you in 
all points, Ds for your Kind and ho- 
nourable Information and Advice in a mat- 
ter of the utmoſt concern to me, which 
thall ever acknowledge as the higheſt proof 
at once of your friendſhip, juſtice, and fin- 
At the ſame time be aſſur d, that 
— A we ſpoke of, ſhall never by any 
alteration in me diſcover my knowledge of 
his Miſtake; the hearty forgiving of which 
is en only kind of Return, 1 can daun 


Mr. Pons: mk Ci 5 97 
FE ſo many favours. And 1 


may detive this pleaſure at leaſt: from it, 


that whereas I muſt otherwiſe have res 
à little uneaſy to know my incapacity of 
returning to his, Obligations; I may now, 
by bearing his Frailty, exerciſe my Grati- 
tude and Friendſhip more than Himſelf 
either 1 bo or "Page, ever ll be cg 


of. * | | 
The 4 Jr mo 2 0 We 
ks . eee 2 20 


Bot NY one » akin, W confeſs: * 
have your ſelf oblig d me more than any 
man, which is, that you have ſhew'd me 
many of my Faults, to which as you are 
the more an implacable Enemy, by ſo much 
the more you are a kind Friend to me. 1 
cou'd be proud, in revenge, to find a few 
flips in your Verſes; which I read in Lon- 
don, and fince in the Country with more ap-. 
plication and pleaſure; the thoughts are ve- 
ry juſt, and you are fure not to let the 
ſuffer by the Verſification. If you A 
oblige me with the truſt of any thing of 
yours, I ſhou'd be glad to execute any.com- 
miſſions you wou'd give me concerning 
them. I am here ſo perfectly at leiſure, 
that nothing wou q be. ſo agreeable an en- 


* tertainment 
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tertainment to me; but if you will not b af. i 
ford me that, do not deny me at leaſt the 
ſatisfaction of your Letters as long as we are 
abſent, if you wou'd not have bim 540 un 
bargen, who is Nerz Wie 
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Having a vacant 8 —— 1 will Fr it 
with a ſhort Ode on Solitude, which I found 
yeſterday by great accident, and which 1 
find by the date was written when I was 
not twelve years old; that you may perceive 
how long I have continu'd in my paſſion 


for a rural life: and in the fame EY; | 
ments of; 1 1 0 


| Happy the nan, whoſe 90 ad) care, 
A few paternal Acres bound, 5 5 
Content fo 70 bir, native air, 
In his own 8 


2 wm herds with milk whoſe l with bread, 
Whoſe flocks ſupply him with attire, - 

Wis 10 trees in Jirmmer yield him ſhade, - 
b TB winter, fre; 30 
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5 Bleſ, abo can unconcern diy fin 5 
Hours Achs, and years ide ſoft away. 
In Health e Peace of mind, WE 37 
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ound ſleep, t night ; "Shut and 0. 
7 ogether mixt; weet: Recreation, 
And Innocence which moſt. does klage, + 
203 1 46199 504 en Maditation, i 
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T hus, let me mb unſeen, * 
Thus, unlamented let me die, qd 63 
Steal fi e and not a: one © 
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r I. were to write, 10 you as often as 1 
think of you, my Letters wou'd be as 
bad as a Rent- charge; but tho the one be 
but t00 little for your Good. nature, the 
other wou d be too much for your Quiet, 
Which is one bleſſing Good- nature ſhou d 
indiſpenſably receive from mankind, in re- 
turn for thoſe many it gives. I have been 
inform d of late, how much am indebted 
to chat quality of yours, in ſpeaking well of 
96 in Kon abſence; the only thing! by which 
VYTLICEH O 2 Fou 


you prove your elf no Wit or Critic: Tho- 
indeed I have often thought, that a friend 
will ſhow juſt as much indulgence (and no 
more) to my faults when Jam abſent, as he 
does ſeverity to em when I am- preſent. 
To be very frank with you, Sir, I muſt, own, 
that where I receiv d ſo much Civility at 
firſt, I cou'd hardly have expected ſo —— 
Sincerity after wards. But now I have only 
to wiſh, that. the. laſt were but equal to the 
firſt, and that as you have omitted nothin 
to oblige me, ſo yo wou'd omit rocking 
to improve me., ] en dP" 

I caus d an ccquaintance of mine to en- 
quire twice of your welfare, by whom I 
have been 'inform'd, that you have left 
your ſpeculative Angle in the Widow's 
Coffee-houſe, and bidding adieu for ſome 
time to all _ the, Rehear/als, Reviews, Ga- 
Zettel, & c. have march d off into Lin. 
colnſhire.” Thus 1 find you va 
life in the ſcene at leaſt, tho not ie t 
Action; for tho Life for the moſt part, 
like an old Play, be ſtill the ſame, vet no- 
and then a new Scene may make it more 
entertaining. As for my ſelf, I would not 
have my hfe a very regular Play; let it be wi 

merry Farce, a G-d's name, and a 
for che critical Unities! Vet (on the eber 
fide) T'wou'd- as ſoon. write like Daſey, as 
Jive like 2 _ e whoſe beaſtly, yet 


mer ry. 
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metry life, is (if you will „ 
militude) not unlike a Ft, at once na 
and laughable. For the generality of men, 
aà true modern life is like a true modern 
play, neither "Tragedy, Comedy, nor Farce, 
nor one, nor all of cheſe: every Actor is 
much better knowyn by his h the ſame 
Face; than by Te the ſame Character: 
for we change our minds as often as the 
can cheir parts, and he who was yeſterday 
Cæſar, is to day Sir John Daw. So that 
one might ask the ſame queſtion of a mo- 
dern life, that Rich did of a modern play; 
Pray do me the favour, Sir, to inform me; 
<« Is this your * or your Comedy? 

I have dwelt the longer upon this, be- 
cauſe I perſwade my ſelf it might be uſeful, 
at a time when we have no other Theatre, 
to divert our ſelves at this great one. Here 
is a glorious ſtanding Comedy of Fools, at 
which every man is heartily merry, and 
thinks himſelf an unconcern'd Spectator. - 
This (to our fingular comfort) neither my 
Lord Chamberlain, nor the Queen her ſelf 
can ever ſhut up, or ſilence, While ww 
of Drury (alas l) lies deſolate, in the 
foundeſt peace: and the melanchdly proc. | 
per of the 0 yet lingring about its 

loved avenues, appears no leſs moving 
than that of the Trojan Dames lamenting 

over their ruin'd Iium What now can they 


n |S 0 hope, 
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hope, diſpoſſeſs d of their antient ſeats, but 
to ſerve as Captives to the inſulting Victors 
of the Hay-Market ? The afflicted fi 

of France do not, in our Poſt-man, ſo grie- 

youſly deplore the obſtinacy of their 2 

trary Monarch, as theſe periſhing people of 
Drury the obdurate heart of that Pbaraab, 

Rich, who like him, diſdains all Propoſals 
af peace and accommodation. Several Li- 
bels ha have been ſecretly. affix d to the great 
gates of his imperial palace in Bridges: ſireet; 
and a Memorial repreſenting the diſtreſſes 
of theſe perſons, has been accidentally dropt 
(as we are credibly inform'd by a perſon of 
quality) out of his firſt Miniſter the chief 
Box-keeper's pocket, at a late Conference 

of the ſaid Perſon of quality and others, 
on the part of the Confederates, and his 
Theatrical Majeſty on his on part. Of 


this you may expect a copy as ſoon as it 


ſhall be tranſmitted to us from a good hand. 
As for the late Congreſs, it is here reported, 
that it has not been wholly ineffectual; but 


this wants confirmation; yet we cannot but 


hope the concurring prayers and tears of 


ſo many wretched Ladies may induce . 


haughcy Prince to „enn, 
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i Toi October, 19, 1709. 
N AY truly ſay 1 am more oblig d to 
you this ſummer than to any of my 
Acquaintance, for had it not — for the 
two kind letters you ſent me, I had been 
perfectly, oblituſque meorum, obli viſcendus & 
illis. The only companions I had were 
thoſe Muſes of whom Tully ſays, Adolęſ. 
centiam alunt, Senectutem oblectant, ſecundas 
res ornant, adverſis perfugium ac ſolatium 
præbent, deleftant domi, non impediunt foris, 
pernoftant nobiſcum, peregrinantur, ruſtican- 
tur. Which indeed is as much as ever 
expected from them; for the Muſes, 
if you take them as Companions, are ve- 
9 pleaſant and agreeable ; ; bur whoever 

ould be forc'd 'to live or depend up- 

on em, would find himſelf in a very bad 
condition. That Quiet, which Cowley calls 
the Companion of Obſcurity, was not want- 
ing to me, unleſs it was interrupted by thoſe 
fears you ſo juſtly * I had for our 
Friend's welfare. I is extreamly kind in 


you to tell me the news you heard of him, 
and you have deliver d me from more an- 
xiety than he imagines me capable of on 
* account, as I am convinc'd by his long 
| ſince 
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ſilence. However the love of ſome things 


rewards itſelf, as of Vertue, and of Mr, y. 
cherley. I am ſurpriz d at the danger you 
tell me he has been in, and muſt agree 


with you, that our nation would have loſt 


in him alone, more wit, and probity, 
than would have remain d (for ought I 
know) in all the reſt of it. My concern 
for his friendſhip will excuſe me, (ſince I 
know you honour him ſo much, and fince 
know I love him above all men) if 
vent a part of my uneaſineſs to you, and 
tell you, that there has not been wanting one 
to inſinuate malicious untruths of me to Mr. 
Wycherley, which I fear may have had ſome 
— him. If fo, he will have a grea- 
ter . puniſhment for his credulity than I 


— wiſh him, in that fellow's acquain- 


The loſs of a faithful creature is 
— tho' of ever fo contemprible 
an one; and if I were to change my 
for ſuch a Man as the aforeſaid, I thou'd . 


think my Dog undervalu'd : (who follows 


me about as conſtantly here in the country, 


as I was . nne in the 


Nun) 
Now I talk of my Dog, chat I may not 


treat of a worſe ſubject which my ſpleen 


tempts me to, I will give you ſome account 
of him; a thing not wholly unprecedented, 
fince pt (to whom I am but * 
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in. cormparifon) has done the very fame thing 
_ of his Cat. Dic mi quid melius 2 
agam? Yow are to know then, that: as tis 
Likeneſs begets affection, ſo my favourite 
dog is a little one, a lean one, and none of 
che fineſt ſfnp d. He is not much a Spa- 
nieb in his fawning, but has (what might 
be wortli any man's while to imitate from 
him) 4 dumb ſurly fort! of kindneſs, that 
rather: ſhows itſelf when he thinks me ill 
us d by others, than when we walk quietly 
and biy by oor ſelves. If it — the 
chief point of Friendſhip to comply with 
a friend's Motions and Inclinations, he poſ- 
ſeſſes this in an &minerit degree; he lies 
down when I fit, and walks when I n 
which is more than: many good friends can 
pretend to, witneſs our Walk a year ago in 
St. Jauner 5 Park. Hiſtories are more full 
of examples of the Pidelity of Dogs than 
of Friends, but I will not inſiſt upon ma- 
— of em, becauſe it is poſſible ſome may 
be almoſt as fabulous as thoſe of Na 
and Oreſtes, &c. I will only ſay for the ho- 
nour of Dogs, that the rwwo moſt OY 
and eſteemable books facred and prophane 
2 2 the Soripture and Bang habe 


8 ticular regard to theſe animals... 
yu of Toby is the more remarkable, be- 


cauſe there was no manner of reaſon to take 
| notes of wy Dog, befides the great hu- 
6 * manity 
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maniry of the Author. Homer's account 
of Ulyſſes's: Dog Argus is the . moſt -pathe. 
tick imaginable, all che Circumſtances con- 
ſider d, and an excellent proof of the old 
Bard's eines > had left . at 
Ithaca when he embark'd for Troy, and 
found him at his return after twenty years, 
(which by the way is not unnatural as ſome , 
Critics have ſaid, ſince I remember the 
dam of niy dog was twenty - two years 

old when ſhe dy d: May the omen of lon- 
gzvity prove fortunate to her ſucceſſor h 
Sow ſhall have it in verſe. 


A , , 8 1 N "* 2» 
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ad 2 295; A R fel U & Tr: eta! 
W 1 207% Ulyſſes from his native cot 
Tong kept by wars, and long by tempeſts m0 
Arriud at loſt, poor, old, diſguis d, alone, 
_ To all his friends, and ev'n his Deen, a 
Cbang d as be was, with age, and Zails,. and 
cares, — 
Purrow d bis rev hi face and white bis bairs 
In his own Palace forc'd to act hisbread, 
Scorn d by thoſe ſlaves bis former bounty fed, 
Forgot of all his own domeſtick creo; 
7 be faith = ah, Hoy alone His gf wr 
Dew Log 1 
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 Unfed, unhous'd, negletted, on the clay, 

Like an old ſervant now caſhier'd, be lay; 
Touch'd with reſentment of ungrateful man, 


And longing to behold his antient Lord again. 
Him when he Jaw — be roſe, and crawl d to 
meet, 


628 Was all be cord) ani fron, and 4 
bis feet, | 


Seiz d with dumb jo jo: _ — Halla by bis fide, 
3 his returning Lord, lbook'd *p, end of 41 


8 relating. how tha: e 
were oblig'd to abandon Athens in the 
time of Themiſtocles, ſteps back again out 
of the way of his Hiſtory, puiely to de- 
ſeribe the lamentable cries and howlings of 
the poor Dogs they left behind. He makes 
mention of one, that follow 'd his Maſter a- 
croſs; the Sea to Salamis, where he dy'd 
and was honour d with a Tomb by the Athe- 
nians, who gave the name of the: Dog's 
Grave to that part of the Iſland where he 
was buried: this reſpect to a dog in the 
molt polite: people of the world, is very 
obſervable. A modern inſtance. of gratitude 
to a Dog (tho we have but few ſuch) is, that 
the chief Order of Denmark (now injuriouſſy 
| cal 4 Fa Order of the Elephant) was in- 
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ſtituted in memory of the fidelity of. a * 
nam' d Wild. Grat, to one of their Kings cos 
had been deſerted by. his ſubj ects.; He 

his Order this motto, or to this effect, (whi *h 
ſtill remains) Mild-Brat was faithful. Sir 
William Trumbull has told me a ſtory which 
he heard from one that was preſent: 
King Charles I. being with ſome ef his 
Court during his troubles, a diſcourſe aroſe 
what ſort of dogs deſer vd prereminence, 
and it being on all hands agreed to belon 
either to the Spaniel or Greyhound, the King 
gave his opinion on the part of the Grey- 
hound, becauſe (faid he) it has all che Go 
nature of the other, without the Fuwning. 
A good piece of faire. upon his Couriers, 
with which I will conclude my Diſcourſe of 
Dogs. Call me a Cynick, or what you 
Pleaſe, in revenge for all this impertinence, 
I will be contented ; provided you will but 
believe me when I fay a bold word for a 
chriſtian, that, of all dogs, you will find 
deu mate We 3 ii Oui s 
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Had abba to io o Boge but that I 
made ſome ſeruple of ſending profane 

ings to you in Holy 1 week. Beſides our 

Family wou'd have been ſcandaliz d to ſee 

me write, who take it for granted I write 

nothing but "ungodly Verſes. 'T aſſure you | 

Lam look d upon in the Ne 3 

hood for 'a very er le perſon, no 

great Hunter indeed, but a great Am . 

rer of the noble ſport, and only unhappy 

in my want of conſtitution for that, and 

Drinking. They all ſay _ pity Jam ſa 

fey, and 1 think es f 'they are {6 - 

healthy. But I ſay wobl that may de- 
ſtroy their good — — of me: I have not 
quoted one Latin Author ſince I came down, 
but have learn'd wichout book à Song of 

Mr. Thomas Du#fey's, who is your only Poet 

of tolerable reputation in this coùptry. He 

makes all the metriment in our Enter 

_ rainineves, and but for him, there would 
be 10 miſerable a dearth of. Catches, that 

F'fear' they wou'd put either the Parſon 

or mie upon making ng for em. Any 

man, of any qualiey, is heartily * web 
come to the beſt Tepeing- Table of our 

Gentry, wan can roar out — W 


of his FS. 90 had in hs Fuck manner 
as it was ſaid of Homer to his DetraQors, 
What? dares any man ſpeak againſt Him 
who has given ſo many men to Eat? 2 
ing the Rhapſodiſts who liv'd by repea 
his verſes). = may it be ſaid of Mr. Nurſe 
to his Detractors; Dares any one ;deſpil 
Him, who has made ſo many men Drink? 
Alas, Sir! this is a glory which neither 
you. nor I muſt ever pretend to. Neither 
vou with your Ovid, nor I with my Statius, 
can amuſe a whole board of Juſtices and 
extraordinary Squires, or gain one hum of 
probation, or laugh of admiration! Theſe 
we (they wou d ſay) are too ſtudious, 
may do well enough with ſuch as love 
Reading. but give us your antient Poet 
Mr. Durfey! Tis mortifying enough, it 
muſt be confeſo d; but however, let us pro- 
ceed in the way that nature has directed us 
Multi multa ſciunt, ſed nemo omnia, as it is 
ſaid i in the Almanack. Let us communi- 
cate our works for our mutual comfort; 
ſend me Elegies, and you ſhall not want 
Heroicks. „At preſent, 3 only theſe 
Arguments in Proſe to the Thebaid, which 
ou claim by promiſe, as I do your Tranſ: 
133 — of Pars me Sulmo tenet and the 
Ring : the. reſt I hope for as ſoon as yon can 
ee tranſcribe 'em;-.4nd/whatſoever 
SA CORTE Of 10t 100 1601 1163-0! Ive orders 
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Had 7 long omitted to expreſs 
my acknowledgments to you for ſo 
— ood- nature and friendſhip as you 
lately ſhowẽ d me; but that I am but juſt 
return d to my own Hermitage, from Mr. 
Caryls s, Who has done me ſo many fayours, 
that I, am almoſt inclin d to think my 
F 2 infect one another, and that your 
converſation with him has made him as 
obliging to me as your ſelf. I can aſſure 
you he has a ſincere reſpect for you, and 
this I believe he has partly contracted from 
me, who am too full of you not to over- 
flow upon thoſe I converſe with. But I 


muſt now. be. contented to converſe only 
with che Dead of this world, that is to ſay, 


che dull and obſcure, every way obſcure, 


in their intellects as well as their perſons: 
Or elſe have recourſe to the living Dead, 
the old Authors with whom you are ſo 
well acquainted, even from Virgil down to 
Aulus Gellius, whom I do not think a Cri- 
3 by. any mann 0 be compar d to Mr. Den- 

nis: - 
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ms; And I maſt declare poſitively to | 
that I will perſiſt in — Se 
become a little more civil to Atticus. Who 
cou'd have imagin'd, that he who had eſ- 
cap d all the misfortunes of his Time, un- 
hurt even by the Proferiprions of mmy 
and Auguſtus, ſhou'd in theſe days find an 
Enemy more ſevere and barbarous than thoſe 
"Fyrarits? and thar Enemy the gentleſt too, 
the beft-nator'd of mortals; Mr. C0? 
Whom T muſt in this cottipare' once mote 
to At ub; who ſeetn'd not more titflike 
Himfelf, in the Severity” 6f one part of 
His life and the Clemeney of the other, 
chan you. 1 leave you! to reflect oh this, 
and hope chat Time (Hen mollifies- rocks, 
and of ſtiff things takes linber) will turn 
à reſolite critic to # gentle reader; and in- 
ſtead of this poſitive, tretnendous, flewifA- 
fhion'd Mt. C, reſtore unto us our old 
acquaintance, the ſoft, beneficent, ur on 
dee Mr. GE ; ol 
T expect much, towards the ceneing of 
you in you, critical capacity, from the ifl- 
nocert Air and Tranquility of our Foreſt, 
Vihen you db me the füvoùr to viſit it. Th 
the mean' time, it woti'® do well by way 
of Preparative, if 1 w_ wou'd duly and oH 


fantly every morning read over + Paſtoral 
of Theorritus of Virgil; and let the Lady 
Isel put your Marrobius amd Aulus Gel. 


hins 
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iu ſomewhere out of your way, for a 
month or ſo. Who knows, but Travelling 
and long Airing in an open field, may con- 
tribute more ſucceſsfully to che cooling a 
Critics ſeverity, than it did to the aſſwag- 
ing of Mr. Cheeks Anger, of old? In theſe 
fields you will be ſecure of finding no ene- 
my, but the moſt faithful and affectionate | 
of your friends, Ge. . 


o 
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FTER I had recover'd from a dan- 
A gerous Illneſs which was firſt con- 
ed in Town, about a fortnight after my 
coming; hither I troubled you with a letter, 
and a paper inclos'd, which you had been 
ſo obliging as to deſire a Goh of | when 
laſt I aw you, promiſing me in return 
- ſome tranſlations of yours from Ovid. Since 
When, I have not had a ſyllable from your 
hands, fo that tis to be fear d that tho I 
have eſcap'd Death, I have not Oblivion. 
I ſhou * at leaſt have expected you to have 


finiſh'd that Elegy upon me, which you 5 


told me you was upon the point of begin- 
ning when I was ſick in TOES if you will 

8 do ſo much for me firſt, I will give 
you e to forget Gs and for 


my 
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my own part will die/at diſcretion, and at 
my leiſure, But I fear I muſt be forc'd 
like many learned Authors, to write my own 
Epitaph, if 1 wou'd be remember d at all. 
Mon ſieur de 1a Fontaines wou'd fit me to a 
hair, but it is a kind of Sacrilege, (do you 
think it is not ?) to ſteal Epitaphs. In my 
preſent, living dead. dee nothing 
wou'd be properer than Oblituſque meorum, 
oblioiſcendus & lllis, but that unluckily I 
can't. forget my friends: and. the civili- 
ties I receiv'd from your ſelf, and ſome 
others. They ſay indeed tis one quality of 
generous minds to forget the obligations 
they have conferr'd, ind perhaps too it may 
be fo to forget thoſe on whom they- con- 
ſerr'd em? Then indeed I muſt be forgot- 
ten to all intents and purpoſes! I am, it 
muft be own'd, dead in a natural capacity, 
according to Mr. Brickerſtaff ; dead in a po- 
etical capacity, as a damn'd author; and 
dead in a civil capacity, as a uſeleſs mem- 
ber of the Common- wealth. But reflect, 
drar Sir, what melancholy effects may en- 
ſue, if Dead men are not civil to one an- 
other? If he who has nothing to do bim- 
felf, will not comfort and ſupport another 
in his idleneſs? If thoſe who are to die 
themſelves, will not now and then pay the 
charity of viſiting a Tomb and a dead friend, 
* ſtrowing a few flow'rs over him? In 


the 


Mr. Popr f0 H. C. Eg, 15 


the ſhades where I am, the inhabitants have 
a mutual compaſſion for each other: Being 
all alike Inanes, and Umbratiles, we ſaunter 
to one another's habitations, and daily aſſiſt 
each other in doing nothing at all; this I 
mention for your edification and example, 
that Tout plein du vie as you are, yet you 
may not ſometimes diſdain — deſipere in loco. 
Tho you are no Papiſt, and have not ſo much 
regard to the dead as to addreſs your ſelf to 
them, (which I plainly perceive by your ſi- 
lence) yet I hope you are not one of thoſe, 
Heterodox, who hold them to be totally in- 
ſenſible of the good offices and kind wiſhes 
of their living friends, and to be in a dull 
State of Sleep, without one dream of thoſe 
they left behind them ? If you are, let this 
Letter convince you to the contrary, which 
aſſures you, I am ſtill, tho' in a State of Se- 
paration, 10 my 
| Your, &. 


P. S. This letter of Deaths, puts me in 
mind of poor Mr. Betferton's; over whom 
I wou'd have this Sentence of Tully for an 
Epitaph. 


; Vitae bene actæ jucundi ima eft Recordatio. . © 


Q 2 1 June 
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1s very natural for a young Friend, 
and a young Lover, to think the 
perſons they love have nothing to do but 
to pleaſe them; when perhaps they, for 
their parts, had twenty other engagements 
before. This was my cafe when I won- 
der'd I did not hear from you; but I no 
ſooner receiv'd your ſhort letter, but I for- 
got your long ſilence; and ſo many fine 

things as you ſaid of me cou'd not but have 
wrought a cure on my own Sickneſs, if it 
had not been of the nature of that, which 
is deaf to the Voice of the Charmer, "Twas 
impoſhble you cou'd have better tim'd your 
compliment on my Philoſophy ; it was cer- 
tainly propereſt to commend me for it 
juſt when I moſt needed it, and when I 
cou'd leaſt be proud of it; that is, when I 
was in pain. Tis not eaſy to expreſs what 
an exaltation it gave to my Spirits, above 
all the cordials of my Doctor; and tis no 
compliment to tell you, that your Compli- 
ments were ſweeter than the ſweeteſt of his 
e and Syrups. But if you will not be- 
teve ſo much, 


Pour 
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Pour le moins, votre Compliment 
Ma ſoulage dans ce moment: 
Et des qu on me Peft venu faire, 
Fay chaſſe mon Apoticuire. 
Et renvoye mon Lavement. 


Nevertheleſs I wou d not have you en- 
tirely lay aſide the thoughts of my Epi- 
taph, any more than I do thoſe of the pro- 
bability of my becoming (e're long) the 
ſubject of one. For Death has of late been 
very familiar with ſome of my Size; I am 
told my Lord Lumley and Mr. Litton are 
gone before me; and tho I may now with- 
out vanity eſteem my ſelf the leaſt thing 
like a man in England, yet I can't but be 
ſorry, two Heroes of ſuch a make ſhou'd die 
inglorious in their beds; when it had been 
a fate more worthy our ſize, had they mer 
with theirs from an irruption of Cranes, 
or other warlike Animals, thoſe ancient 
enemies to our Pygmæam Anceſtors! You of 
a ſuperior ſpecies little regard what befals 
us Homunciolos Seſquipedales ; however you 
have no reaſon to be fo unconcern'd, fince 
all Phyſicians agree there is no greater ſign 
of a Plague among Men, than a Mortality 
among Frogs. I was the other day in com- 
pany with a Lady, who rallyd my W 
e | .- ſo 
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ſo much, as to cauſe a total ſubverſion of 
my countenance: Some days after, to be 
reveng'd on her, I preſented her among 
other company the following Rondeau on 
that occaſion, which I e ia to ſhow 
Sapbo. 


— £ 


NV know los you tid 4 455 7 
© (Tother day 1) my little Eyes, 
Little Legs, and little Thighs, 
| cud ſome Things of little Size, _ 
19% | You n a 


F 


L £4 £% 


b, tis true, have fine Batk — | 
Taper Legs, and tempting Thighs, 
Net what more than all we prize 


1 a Thing of little Size, 
2 ou know where, 


This fort of writing call'd the Wade 
is what I never knew practis d in our Na- 
tion, and J verily believe it was not in uſe 
with the Greeks or Romans, neither Macro- 
bius nor Hyginus taking the leaſt notice of 
it. Tis to be obſerv d, that the vulgar 
ſpelling and pronouncing it Round O, is a 
manifeſt Corruption, and by no means to be 
allow'd of by Criticks. Some may miſta- 
np" imagine that it was a ſort of Rondeau 
which 
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which the Gallick Soldi ers ſung in Cæſar's 
Triumph over Gaul Gallic Cefar 


ſubegit, &c. as it is ene by Suetonius 


in Julio, and ſo derive its original from 


the antient Gauls to the modern Freneh': 
but this is erroneous; the words there not 
being rang d according to the Laws of the 


Rondeau, as laid down by Clement Murot. 
If you will ſay, that the Song of the Sol- 
diers might be only the rude beginning of 


chis kind of Poem, and ſo conſequently 
imperfect, neither Heinſius nor I can be of 


that opinion; and ſo 1 on that wwe 
know nothing of the matter. 


But, Sir, I ask your paen for al chis 


Buffoonry, which I could not addreſs to any 


one ſo well as to you, ſince I have found 
by experience, you moſt eaſily forgive my 
impertinencies. Tis only to ſhow you that 
Jam mindful of you at all times, that I 
write at all times; and as nothing I can ſay 


can be worth your reading, ſo I may as 


well throw out what comes uppermolt,": as 
NN to be dull. 1 am, — 


2 
: n 
E 
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T laſt 15 have e d over a lazy hu- 
mour to tranſcribe this Elegy: I 


have 


azo AMET TERS ff 
have chang'd the ſituation of ſome of the 
Latin Verſes, and made ſome Interpola- 
tions, but I hope they are not abſurd, and 
foreign to my Author's ſenſe and manner; 
but they are refer d to your cenſure, as a 
debt; whom I eſteem no leſs. a Critic than 
a Poet: I expect to be treated with the 
ſame rigour 4 as 1 a ae ro ö 


whey - Hene venian an peimsfy damp viceſim.. 


- Idefire the favour of your « opinion, 4 
Milan, in his ſpeech to n. in the 
leo * fays this to a 


4 nan ill ſatu 4 te — 4 Achilles 


He als intimate a fancy by Pyr- 
raw! s anſwer) only his degeneracy :, 
then theſe following lines of the Verkon 
(I ſuppoſe from Homer's Hiſtory), ſeem ab- 
ſurd in OW mouth of Priam, viz. 5 


He chear'd my wren, and for Fane of coll 7 
The bloodleſs carcaſe of my Hector fold. ; 


1 am, 


On 6 
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Give you thanks for the Verſion you 
ent me of Ouids Elegy. IE ig vr 
92 image — tha „ author's writing, 
who ven an — eneſs that charms us 
without correctneſs, like a miſtreſs whoſe 
faultg we ſee, but love her with them all. 
You have very judiciouſly alter d his me- 
thod in ſome; places, and I can find nothing 
which D dare inſiſt upon as an error: What 
I have wtitten in the margins/ being meer- 
ly Gueſſes at a little improvement, rather 
than Criticiſms. I aſſure you I do not ex- 
pect y ſhou d ſubſcribe to my private 
notions but When you ſhall judge em 
agreeable to reaſon and good ſenſe, What 
I have done is note ag a Critie, but as a 
Friend; I know too Well howomany qua- 
lities are requiſite to make up he One, 
and that I want almoſt all Pan reckon 
up but ¶ am ſure Ido not want inelina- 
tion nat IL hope capacity, to be the other. 
Nor ſhall I take it, at all amiis, that an- 
ocker diſſents from my opinions Tis no 
more chan I have often done from mybwn⸗ 
and indeed, the more a man advances in 
underſtanding, 2 — more 1 1 
218 y 


* 
5 
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day a critic upon himſelf, and finds ſome- 
thing or other ſtill to blame in his for- 
mer notions and opinions. I cou'd be glad 
to know if you have tranſlated the 11th 
Elegy of Lib. a. = amicam 1 5s 
the Sch of Book 3, or the 1ith of 
3, which are above all others my Chon 
cular fayourites, eſpec — pet la 
theſe/'- 1803 ele 28d od 
AF ny . paſſage of which you r 
 bpin ion in the ſecond neid, ic is either 
plain as to require no ſolotion; er elſe 
(which is very probable)” you ſee farther 
into it than I can. Priam wou'd"'fay, that 
Achilles (whom ſurely you only eien to 
«be your Father, ſince your actions are ſo 
e different from his) did not uſe me thus 
% inhumanly. He'bluſh'd at his murder 
rt of Hetlor when he ſaw my ſorrows for 
« hin 2 reſtored his dead body to me 
. to be buried. To this the anſwer f 
Pyrrbus ſeems to be agreeable enough. 
« — to the ſhades, and tell Achilles 
«how I'degenerate/from him: grantit 
the truth of what Priam had ſaid of the 
difference between them. Indeed Mr. Dr). 
die's mentioning here what Virgil more ju- 
_ diciouſly paſſes in ſilence, the cireumſtance 
of Achilles ſelling for mony the body of 
Hector ſcerns not ſo Th it in ſome 
waocafure leb ning the character of | Abbiller's 


. F 
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generoſi and piety, which is the very 
point of which Priam endeavours in this 
lace. to. convince his Son, and to reproach 
Fm with the want of. But the truth of 
this circumſtance is no way to be queſtion d, 
being expreſly-taken from Homer, who re- 


| preſeqs... Achilles. weeping for Priam, yet 


Aebi the gold, Thad 24: For when he 
ves the body, he uſes rheſe words, 0 () 

4 my friend Patroclus! forgive me that I 
1 it the corps of him. who kill d thee ; 
have great gifts i in ranſom for i it, N | 

1 will beſtow Ne! thy funeral. 


'S. 


1 am, 80. hs 
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” Ooking among * French Rhymes, 
I was agreeably ſurpriz d to find in 
the Rondeau of * Pour le moins your 
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hint. 


1 verre xs TY 


You kim where — Von do not only Ps 
your club with your author {as our Rien 


ſays) but the — reckoning; WhO 55 


form ſuch pr 


Yretty Hes" ont fo trivia a 
For my * Elegy* tis hare; chat the 


Topography of Salmo in the Latin makes 


but an awkward figure in the Verſion. Your 


coupler of the Bg. He, is very fine, bot 


may be too. ſublime in tllis place. 1 tavgh'd 


heartily at your note upon Paradiſe ; for 3 


make Ovid talk of the Garden Es 

certainly moſt abſurd: But Nun, in bis 
. ſpeaking of a garden finel 43 
planted and watered (as is here deſcribed) 
calls it Paradiſos: Tis an interpolation in- 


deed, and ſerves for a gradation. to the Cee 


lftial Or; which expreſſes in, ſome ſort 
the Sidus C aftoris in parte C li How Trees 


can enjoy, let the naturaliſts determine; but 


the Poets make em ſenſitive, lovers, ba- 
chelors, and married. Virgil in his Geof 


gicks Lib. 2. Horace Ode 15. Lib. 2. Pla- 
taunus celebs evincet ulmos. Epod. 2. Ergo 


aut adulta vitium propagine Altas maritat 


fopules. Your Critique is a very Dolce-pic- 


cante; for after the many faults you juſtly 
find, you ſmooth your rigour : but an obli- 
ging 25 18 Sinn B5cer W to one 


7 


r 3 — — 


* on, — * m. 46. 8 Sumo, 85 
who 
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Ho ſo much eſteerns and r — 
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FOUR 1 1 are a perfect charity to 
' 4 man in retirement, utterly forgor- 
. of all his Friends but you; for ſince 
Mr. left Lonuos, I have not heard 
4 Word from him; tho juſt before, and 
6fice ſince, 1 8 him, Soong Iknow 

ſelf uiley of no offence but of doing 
fins Jen Whac de bid m he 
hy Jibertas,' hot pia lingua dedit ! But the 
gleateſt injury he does me is the keeping 
me in ignerance of his welfare, which I 
atm always very ſollicitous for, 'ahd very un- 
in the: fear of any Indifpofition that 
may befal him. In what I ſent you ſome 
time ago, you have not verſe enough to be 
ſevere upon, in revenge for my laſt criti- 
ciſth In one point I muſt perſiſt, chat is 
rofay, my diſlixe of 3 e, in which 
I take no pleaſure ; J know very well that 
in Greet tis Yar mou? we Ip OY but 


Ne a — ING — 
- MT To bs Parkes. "th the Tat in 1 706, and the : 
Hale Years, of Mr. Wycherley and Mr. Popes! 
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is a common word for any Garden; but 
in Engliſh it bears the ſignification and 
conveys the idea of Eden, which alone is 
(I think) a reaſon againſt making Ovid uſe 
it; who will be thought to talk too like a 
Chriſtian in your verſion at leaſt, whatever 
it might have been in Latin or Greek, As 
for all the reſt of my Remarks, ſince you 
do not laugh at them as at this, I can 
be ſo civil as not to lay any ſtreſs upon em 
(as I think I told you before) and in parti- 
cular in the point of Trees enjoying, you 
have, I muſt own, fully ſatisfy d me that 
the Expreſſion is not only defenſible, hut 
beautiful. I ſhall be very glad to ſee your 
Tranſlation of the Elegy, Ad Amicam na- 
vigantem, as ſoon as you can; for (without 
a complement to you) every thing you 
Vite either in verſe. or proſe, is welcome 
to me; and you may be confident, (if my 
opinion can be of any fort of conſequence 
in any thing) that I will never be unſin- 
cere, tho I may be often miſtaken. To. 
uſe Sincerity with you is but paying you in 
your own coin, from whom I have expe- 
riencd ſo much of it; and I need not 
tell you how much I really eſteem you, 
when I eſteem! nothing in the world fo 
much as-that Quality. I know you ſome- 
times ſay civil things to me in your Epiſto- 
lary Style, but thoſe I am to make allow- 
8 | | N 


— 


Mr. Porr to H. C. E 127 


ance for, as as particularly when you talk of 
Adniring; tis a word you are ſo us d to in 
converſation of Ladies, that it will creep 
into your diſcourſe in ſpite of you, ev'n to 
your Friends. But as Women when they 
think themſelves ſecure of admiration, com- 
mit a thouſand Negligences, which ſhow 
them ſo much at diſadvantage and off 
their guard, as to loſe the little real 
Love they had before: ſo when men 
imagine others entertain ſorne eſteem fe 
—— often expoſe all their 
nperfections and fooliſh” Works, to the 
5 — of the little Wit they were 
thought maſters of. I am going to exem- 
plify chis to you, in putting into your hands 
(being encourag'd by ſo much indulgence) 
ſome verſes of 5 Vouth, or rather Child- 
hood; which (as I was a great admirer of 
Waller -) were intended in imitation of his 
manner; and are perhaps, ſuch imitations, 
as thoſe you ſee in awk ward country Dames 
of the fine and well-bred Ladies of the 
Court. If you will take em with you into 
Lincolnſhire, they may ſave you one hour 
from the converſation of the country Gen- 
tlemen and their Tenants, (who: differ but 
in Dreſs and Name) which if it be there as 
bad as here, is even worſe than my I 
your ſtay there will be no longer 
an ( Nur, Wycherley calls it) to rob the 
off Country, 
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Country, and run away, to Loudon with.your 
mene. In che mean time I beg the\fa- 
Your of s line from you, and am en 
: ne yer ceaſs to be) 11-1: lib / 00 
Voi nod, nemo Wen 108 20112 bee wor 


#02 i FTI 105 „Nur, rd» Anz? 


wort doitlv;  aovn2vl: 1 bagtuor G Ht 


3 2 1101 1 


, 4 TIP | 2 oy OJ 
u e | hot coat 124, 1219: 


1 D your. laſte upon che 
advice ]-recein'd chat you Wer leaving 
 #he towyn for ſometime, and e 
return with impatiencs;; having, then a der 
lign:of ſeeing my Friends therd, .amang the 
ſirſt of which I. have reaſon to-;ag0punt 
pour elf. But my almeſt continual; Ill: 
neſſas orevent-:Shatac r gll; ag, Moſt o: 

ther ſatisfactions Of; MY i» However, I 
| may! ſay one good. ching of gekneſs, that 

it is the heſt Cure in nature fer Ambition, 
and wt tp e che World or Fortune: 
Ie makes a man; preti indifferent for: the 
future, provided he an but be eaſ, by 
intervals, for e He will be con 
tent to compound for his . v. and 
leave all the oircumſtantial aan pomp 
of life te thoſe. W have à health vigo- 
rous enough to enjey all che e of 
their deſires. Tithank Gad, there is;.np4 


a wy ſelf which I waeld. Phe 1 


eV HO! 


. 
* 
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you, (as a friend, 
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the trouble of ſeeking, except a Friend; a 


happineſs: I once hopid to have poſleſs'd' in 


Mr. #yoherley but — Quantum nutatus ab 
ill] I have for ſome years been em- 
ploy d much like Children that build hauſes 
with Cards, endravouring very buſily and 
eagerly to raiſe a Friendſhip, which the firſt 


breath of any ill-natur d B By-ſtander cou'd 


= away. But I will — no 
arther wich writing, nor ay * with 
thinking, of this ſubject. _ 

I was mightily pleas'd to percive by your | 
quotation from Voiture, | 
track'd me ſo far as France. Yau Pray tis 
with weak heads as with weak ſtomachs, 
they immediately throw out what they re- 
ceiv'd laſt: and what they read, floats up- 
on the ſurface of their mind, like % 11 
on 1 Oe without.) ed Pe, þ 

think 1 © e ſaid 9 15 — 


Fe lat; rxgubled you with, Where 
| 1 1. 0 ith, 


Mm afraid) is ſo pperile and 
Author, that no, body will {y- 
ber any ** to be borrow 4 5 | 


enterroining Bis 
opinion of em) it ſeems Bang in Wat. 


ler, . bur ſearch'd in vain, You r judgment 
of em is 1 think) very 7 right, — for it 
was my own opinion before. If you think 
em not worth the trouble of correcting, 5 

may” 5 Ea pray 
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pray tell me fo freely; and it will fave me 

a labour; if you think the contrary, you | 
wow particularly oblige me by your re- 
marks on the ſeveral thoughts as they? de⸗ 
cur. I long to be nibling at your v 
and have not forgot who promis d me 
DOvids Elegy ad Amicam N- avigantem ? Had 
Ovid been as long compoſing it, as you in 
ſending it, the Lady might have fail d to 
Gades, and receiv d it at her return. I have 
really a great Itch of Criticiſm upon me, 
bur want matter here in the Country; 
which: I deſire you to furniſh me e as 
4 —— you in um = ns | 


. e 1 g 85 


5 Sie fuer Studi Peters qui 2 5 . 135 


1 am oblig d to Mr. Cary! (whom you 
tell me you met at Epſom) for telling you 
Truth, as a man is in theſe days to any 
one that will tell Truth to his advantage, 
and I think none is more to mine, than 
what he told you and I ſhou'd be glad to 
tell all the world, that I have an Feine 
f * and Eſteem for Te: To. N 


** BOK ente 10 


f Tecun 4 longos memini 60 6 j oles, 5 | 


| * eee e noffes,. 2 
10 det 213 on 01¹ fs 


£ 


A 


matter of my own 


Mr. Bohr: 7 H. C. 5 
1 & "Requiem: pariter. ai joins 


ane  errecunda laxamus feria meſa. 


2 


| By aki Epule,” as I take it, Fer m meant 
che Portugal Snuff and burn d Claret, which 


he took with his Maſter Cornutus ; add the 


Verecunda Menſa was, without diſpute, ſome 
Coffee-houſe table of the antients.— I will 
only obſerve, that theſe four lines are as 

at and muſical as any in Perſius, not 
excepting thoſe fix or ſeven which Mr; Dry- 


= quotes as the only fuch in all that Au- 
Or. 


I cou'd be hearcily glad to repeat 
the en 8 g” in Proper _ 
r 8 N 


n IO) Oflober 28, 1. 710. 
Am Pad ro End by your laſt rink that 
vou write to me with the freedom. of 
y riend, ſetting down your thoughts as they 
occur, and qealing plainly with me in the 


1 Trifles, which I aſſure 


you I never yalu'd half fo much as I do that 
Sincerity in you which they were the occa- 
ſion of diſcovering ro me; and which while 
Jam happy! in, I may be truſted with chat 
dauerts weapon, * ; ſince I ſhall do 
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nothing with it but after asking and fol- 
lowing your advice. I value Sincerity the 
more, as I find by ſad experience, the pra- 
Qtiſe of it is more dangerous; Writers rarely 
Pardoping the executibners of their verles, 
ev'n cho chemſelves pronounce ſentence up- 
on them. — As to Mr. Philigts Paſtorals, 
1 take the firſt to be infinitely the beſt, and 
the ſecond the wort; che third is for the 
reateſt part a Tranſlation from Firge's 
Daphnts. I will not foreſtal your judgment 
ol the reſt, only obſerve in Vabeg of che 
Nightingale theſe lines, (f oe rhe 
Muſician's playing on the e — * 


#iay 


Now lebel An oer the Serie they py 
Like Winds that gentlybruſh the plying Graſs, 
And melting Airs ariſe at their command; 
Aud now, laborious, with a weighty band, 
He finks into the Cords, with ſolemn pace, 
4 gives the foelling ers 4 Many 175 


To which nothing | can be, jected S en 
cha they are too 10 1 5 Paſtoral, eſpe- 
cial hu? put into the mouth of a Shep- 
herd, ey are here; in the Poet's o- W. 
perſon they had heen (I Arad more pro- 
8 © Theſe are more after Virgils manner 

an that of Theicritus, whom yet in the 
HEY of, Fee 8 rather. ſeems ta 


55 | imitate. 
$114 $745; 1 4 
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My Po ts 10 11 e 


imitate.” In the whole, T agree” R 1 


Tater, that we have ho better Eclogues in. 
our language. There is a ſmall copy of the 
ſame Author publiſh'd in the. Tarler No u. 
e Daiiſh Winter: "Tis Poetical Paint- 
and I teoommend it to your Fer. 


J. $89; 1 2A {I 


* Dr. Gurrbs Pben 1 hate wa ſeen, bot 


belleve I ſhall be of that Critic's opinion, 
you mention at Mills, who ſwore. it was 


gbod: For tho Ta very cailtions pf fwear- 


g after Critics; 


yet I think one may do it 
poker cf when 


they comtmend, than wheti Z 


i 
— you in your te of the 


adi ders ke: in Mr . Dryen's Virgil; 
ot only betauſe Hans was no great Fro 


phet in Ow matters, but becauſe no Fork | 


of Art of CantsWords ſuit with the Ma- 


jeſty and dignity of Stile which Epre 3 


res. —— Cu mens d uinim argue 
png foniturum, —— The ntl 


Phraſe can pleaſy none but ſuch Nu Aurem 


habent Batuvam; nd by you not expect Au- 
ibu Atticts pi Ai 
Fhave Monet th wo Phra Ver Martial 
here vety dextrouſly.) Lo 1 

TO you fay'you did not rightly ta 
Meaning in the" verſe 1 quoted from Ju 

nul, yer OW e lain it; becau cho 
N Mens von are d to take me for a 
111¹ We Critic, 


/ 


| f _ 
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nothing with it bur after asking and fol- 

lowing your advice. I value Sincerity the 
more, as 1 find by ſad experience, the pra- 
Etiſe of it is more dangerous; Writers rarely 
pardoning the executibners: of their verſes, 


ein cho themſelves. pronounce ſentence u 


on them. As to Mr. Philipi's Paſtor 
1 take the firſt to be infinitely the beſt, er 
the ſecond the wort; the third is for the 
part a Tranſlation from Vini 
9 N I vill not foreſtal your judgmeut 
of the reſt, only obſerve in 8 of che 
Nightingale theſe lines, (peaking . the 
Muſician's e e 40417 


Now lehth chimming oer the Strings 15 700% 
Like Winds that gentlybruſh the plying Grafs, 
Ang melting Airs ariſe at their command; 
And now, laborious, with a weighty hand, 
He Jinks into the Cords, with ſolemn pace, 
hg gives the fuelling | Tones a. manly grace.” 


To which nothing e * 
that they are too lofty for Paſtoral, eſpe- 


cially ye put into the mout h of a Shep- 
herd, as they are here; in the Poet's oN 
perſon they had heen Ce believe), mare pro- 
5 Theſe are more after Virgils manner 

an that .of Tebcritus, whor Net in the 
Fa o, e Py. rat] en to 
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I agree” GN 


Tather, that we live" 10 better 27 5 in 


our language. There 15 'a ſmall copy of the F 
ſame Author dub in the. 1 atler N 12. 


ng, and x f commend it o your Fer, 
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cher pbem 1 Babe. ak ſeen, bot - 


believe. J mall be of that Critic's opinion 


mention ar Will's,” who ſwore. jt was 
For tho T ar very cavitions pf ſwear- 
8 after Critics, yet I think one may do it 
more ren a fore cottimend, than When 


— you in your bir of che 
. g, Pail 


phet in ode matters, airs no o Term 


H Art or Cant. Wordt ſuit wich che Ma- 


jeſty and dignity of Stile which Fpic oer 


requires. Cay mens dro. 1 argue br 
magna foriturum, —— The Tarpawlin 
Phraſe Gan pleaſe none but ſuch Sui Aurem 
habent Batavam ro moft not es W Au- 
un 
Martial 


80 
Wo fa 8 we 25 4 
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. I wou d by no means be thought, a 
Commentator. — And for another reaſon 


too, becauſe I have quite e both! he 


Verſe and the Application. 

I hope it will be no offence; to give my 
moſt hearty ſervice to Mr, Wycherly,, tho 
I perceive by his laſt. to me, I am not 
to trouble him with my letters, ſince he 
there told me he was going inſtantly out of 
Town, and till his return was my Ser- 
vant, c. I gueſs by yours he is yet with 
you, and you to do what you may 
wich all truch and honour, that is, af- 
ſure him 1 have ever borne all the Re- 


Ta and ; Kindneſs imaginable. to * 
do not know to this hour what it 


is that has eſtrang'd him from me; 


but this 1 know, that he may for the 
future be more ſafely my friend, ſince 


no invitation of his ſhall ever more 


make me ſo free with him. I cou'd not 
have thought any man had been ſo very 
cautious and ſuſpicious, as not to credit his 
own Experience of a friend. Indeed to be- 
lieve no body, may be a Maxim of Safety, 
but not ſo much of Honeſty. There is 


but one way I know of converſing ſafely 


with all men, that is, not by concealing | 
what we ſay or do, oh by faying or doing 
nothing that deſerves to be. conceal'd, and 


e ber this eee 


2 Mr. Porn 0 H. C E ans 
with Mr. Vycherly. But I pardon his Jea- 


Jouſy, which is become his Nature, and 
. © ſhall never be his enemy whatſoever he ſays 


of me. 
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Nov. 5, 17 10. 


I ua S: oblig'd to the fight of your 


Love-verſes, for your opinion of my 
fincerity; which had never been calld in 
queſtion, if you had not forc'd me, upon 
ſo many other occaſions to expreſs my e- 
I bave juſt read and compar'd * Mr. Row's 


Verſion of the gth of Lucan, with very 
great pleaſure, where I find none of thoſe 
- abſurdities ſo frequent in that of Virgil, ex- 


cept in two places, for the ſake of laſh ing 


the Prieſts ; one where Cato ſays — Sorti- 
legis egeant dubii — and one in the ſimile of 
the Hæmorbois — fatidici Saber — He is 


fo errant a Whig, that he ſtrains even be- 


| yond his Author, in paſſion for Liberty, and 


* — 


* 


Pisces inted in the 6th Vol. of Tonſon ] Miſcellanies. 


© averſion 


336. M PETERS „ 
averſion to Tyratiny;' and ers only in ain 


plification. Lucas in initio qui, deſcri 
the ſeat of che Semidei manes, ſays, mw 
Re 16 & 30 


Wan et terrus inter Lunæq; mau, 


Sende | Manes Babitant — 
Mr. Row has this Line : 8 
Then akin 4 þ on the Suns feeble Roy 


Pray your og, if there be, an Erra 
4 in this or 90 | 
177 | 1 b. 


"343 1} 4:7 


* L m 8 * 
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Now, 11, le 
vou e me 3 in think 
ing the freedom you kindly us d wi 
my Love-verſes, gave me the firſt opinion 

your ſincerity: 1 aſſure you it Li did 
what every good-natur'd action of 1 0 Wwe 
done ſince, confirm d me more in tha 
nion. The Fable of the Nightir 
Philips's. Paſtoral, is taken from de 
Serada s Latin Poem on the ſame ſubj 
in his Prolufrones Academica; only the Toml 

he erects at the end, is added from Virgils 
concluſion of che Culex. I can't forbear 


Siving — a paſſage out of the Latin Poem 
I men- 


e ——A ras wiR'3 anal NE 


3 30%. OI 


Mr. Poyt 6% H. C. EG | 


1 mention, by which you will find eB 
84 Poet is indebted to . 


Alternat as arte 445 dum farquet ant 


Inciditq; graves operoſo verbere pulſat — 


Jam, — volat; FN RO. 
. 


Pxplorat n numeros, a ret omni 


Mor filet. lla . n, ee & 


artem | 
Arte refert ; nu cen W — ca- 
nendi, 
Prebet iter liguidum labenti e pettere ul; 
Nunc cefim MO dul Nie Carora mi- : 
ae, And 
Tus Vocem, aun revpracat ore. 


This Poem was many years 6255 invicaced 


by Crahow, cut bt work Verſes the fol 
lowing are very remarkable. 


From this to that, from that to this fs fl, 
Feels Mufick s Pulſe in all its Arteries; © 
Caught in a net whith there Apollo ſpreads,” 
His fingers frruggle with the vocal threads, 


I have (as1 think I formerly told you) a 
* good opinion of * Row's th + 
. | £* 
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of Lucan: Indeed he amplifies too much, 
as well as Brebeuf, the famous French Imi- 
rator, If I remember right, he ſometimes 
takes the whole Comment into the Text of 
the Verſion, as particularly in lin. 808. Urg; 
. ſolet. pariter totis ſe effundere Anis Corycii 
 preſſura croci. — And in the place. you 


quore, he makes of choſe two lines 3 in the 
Latin 48 


Vidit . 175 mcd . bs”. 
- Neftra dies, riſitque fur ludibria trunci. 


no leſs chan eight in Engliſh... 

What you obſerve ſure cannot be an 
Error Spharicus, ſtrictly f peaking, either 
according to their Pfolomaicꝭ, or our Co- 
pernican Syſtem; Tycho Brahe himſelf 
will be on the Tranſlator s ſide. For Mr. 
Noto here ſays no more, than that he look d 
down on the Rays of the Sun, which 
Pompey might do, even tho' the Body of 
the Sun were above him. 

You can't but have remark” d what a 
journey Lucan here makes Cato take for the 
fake of his fine Deſcriptions. From Cyrene 


he travels by land, for no better reaſon Nn 
n 


Hæc a ſua debat Ws que clauſerat 
e 


The 


os bo As Es Bo Ro hes 


a 
e 
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at 


he 
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The Winter's effects on the Sea, it ſeems, 


were more to be dreaded than all the Be 
pents, Whirlwinds, Sands, &c. by Land, 


which immediately after he paints out in 


his ſpeech to the ſoldiers; Then he ferches 
a compaſs a vaſt. way round about, to the 
Naſamones and Jupiter Ammpn's Temple, 
purely to ridicule the Oracles: And Labz- 
enus muſt pardon me, if I do not believe 
him when he ſays — ſors obtulit, & Fortuna 
vic — either Labienus or the Map, is very 
much miſtaken here. Thence he returns 
back to the Syrtes (which he might have 
taken firſt in his. way to Utica) and fo to 
tis Minor, where our Author leaves 
him; who ſeems to have made Cate wo 
his own mind, when he tells his Army — - 


Ire ſat eft — no matter whither, I am, 
ee Nur, &c. 


n | Be 0 
5 Mr. C. Zo Mr. Pops. 


Nov. 20, 1710, 


"HE Syſtem of Tycho Brahe (were it 
true, as it is Novel) cou'd have no 


room here; Lucan, with the reſt of the 


Latin Poets, ſeems to follow Plato; whoſe 


""Þ— drag 
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order of the Spheres is clear in Cicero, De 
Natura Deorum, De ſomnio Scipionis, and 


in Macrobius. The Seat of the Semidei ma- 


nes is Platonick too, for Apuleius de Deo 

Socratis aſſigns the ſame to the Gemi, viz, | 
the Region of the Air for their intercourſe 
with Gods and Men; fo that I fancy, Row 


miſtook the ſituation, and I can't be re- 
conciFd to, Look down on the Sun's Rays. 1 
am glad you agree with me about the la- 
titude he takes; and wiſh you had told me, 
if the /ortileg/, and fatidici, cou'd licenſe 
his invectives againſt Prieſts? but I ſuppoſe 
you think them (with Helena) undeſerving 
of your protection. I agree with you in 
Lucan's Errors, and the cauſe of em, his 


Poetic deſcriptions : for the Romans then 


knew the coaſt of Africa from Cyrene (to 
the South-eaſt of which lies Ammon toward 
Egypt) to Leptis and Utica: But pray re- 
member 3 your Homer nodded while 


Ulyſes ſlept, and waking knew not where 


he was, in the ſhort paſſage from Corcyra 
to Ithaca. I like Trapp's Verſions for their 
juſtneſs; his Pſalm is excellent, the Prodi- 
gies in the firſt Georgicꝶ judicious (whence 
I conclude that tis eaſier to turn Virgil 
juſtly in blank verſe, than rhyme.) The 
Eclogue of Gallus, and Fable of Phaeton 


pretty well; but he is very faulty in his 


Num- 


AM bud AM Lam] 
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— che fate. of Fhacton ane ann 
thus, 


e blaſted * ** TE PR, n | 
Shot gliding thro the vaſt Abyſs of Air, 
ny I W gs - OW: Star. 8. 
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Nov. 24, 1 710. 
0 make uſe of chat freedom and fa- 
miliarity of ſtyle which we have ta- 
ken up in our Correſpondence, and which 
is more properly Talking upon paper, than 
Writing; I will tell you without any pre- 


face, that I never took Tycho Brahe for one 
of the Antients, or in the leaſt an acquain- 


trance of Zucarn's; . nay, tis a mercy on 
this occaſion that I do not give you an ac- 
count of his Life and Converſation ; as 
how he liv'd ſome years like an inchanted 
Knight in a certain Iſland, with a tale of a 
King of Denmark's Miſtreſs that ſhall d. 
nameleſs. 
you, and wou'd not tor the world you * 

A | ay 


But I have compaſſion on 


i UTETTERS ef. 
ſtay any longer among the Genii and Semi- 
det Manes, you know where; for if once 
you get ſo near the Moon, Sapho will want 
your preſence in the Clouds and inferior 
regions; not to mention the great loſs 
Drury-lane will ſuſtain, when Mr. C 
is in the Milky way. Theſe celeſtial thoughts 
me in mind of the Pries you mention, 
who are a ſort of Sortilegi in one ſenſe, 
becauſe in their Lottery there. are more 
Blanks than Prizes ; the Adventurers being 
at beſt in an uncertainty, whereas the Set- 
ters-up are ſure of ſomething. Prieſts in- 
deed in their Character, as they repreſent 
God, are ſacred; and ſo are Conſtables as 
they repreſent the King ; but you will own 
a great tnany of 'em are very odd fellows, 
and the devil a bit of likeneſs in em. Vet 
J can aſſure you, I honour the good as 
muCch as I deteſt the bad, and I think, thar 
in condemning thefe, we praiſe thoſe, I 
am ſo far from eſteeming ev'n the worſt 
unworthy of my protection, that I have 


defended their Character (in Congreve's and 


Vanbrugh's Plays) ev'n againſt their own 
| Brethren. And ſo much for Prieſts in 
general, now for Trapp in particular 
whoſe Tranſlations from Ovid J have not 
ſo good an opinion of as you; not (I 
will aſſure you) from any ſort of preju- 
dice to him as a Prieſt, but becauſe I 

| think 
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think he has lttle of the main ME. 
riſtick of his Author, a graceful Eaſineſs. 
For let the ſenſe be ever fo exactly ren- 
der'd, unleſs an author looks like himſelf, 
in his. air, habit, manner, tis a Diſguiſe 
and not a "Tranſlation. Bur as to the Pſalm, 
1 think David is much more beholding to 
him than Ovid; and as he treated the Ro- 
man like a Jeu, ſo he has made the * 6 
* . a ques. 1 | 
mur, Ke. . 
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HE ſame judgment we made on 
Row's gth of Lucan will ſerve for 

his. Part of the 6th, Where I find this me- 
morable A 10 | 5 
Po novum Fartuna vide concurrere, deln 
Arg; v n A ůùmuua i ad 


| 55 chis he employs fix Verſes, among which 
if on Knightly terms in Lifts tbeyr ran. 55 
Pray can you trace Chivalry up higher chan 


Pharamond ? will you allow it an Anachro- 
| niſm ? 
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niſm? tel in his Verſion of the Pha. 
nix from Claudian, t 


When N. ature ceaſes, thou at l remain, 
Nor Jecond te bound 2 Oy reign. 


Cltudian e 
E. clades te nulla r Je, Jute, | 


Eaomita Tellure Manes — - 


which plainly refers to the Deluge of Dar- 
calion and the Conflagration of Phaeton; not 
to the final Diſſolution. Your thought of 
the Prieſts Lottery is very fine; you play 
the Wit, and not the Critic, upan theerrors 
of your brother. 

Loour obſervations are all very juſt : Vir. 
gil is eminent for adjuſting his diction 
to his ſentiments; and among the mo- 
derns, 1 find your Practice the Proſodia 
of your Rules. Your Poem ſhews you 
to be, what you ſay of Voiture, with Books 
well-bred : The ho of the Pair, tho ſati- 
rical, is touch'd with that delicacy and gal- 
lantry, that not the Court of Aug 
nor — But hold, I ſhall loſe what I . 
ly recover d your opinion of my Sincerity; 
yet I muſt ſay, tis as faultleſs as the Fair to 
whom tis addreſs'd, be ſhe never fo perfect. 
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The M. G. (his it ſeems had no right no- 
tion of you, as you of him) tranſerib d it by 
lucubration: From ſome diſcourſe of yours, 
he thought your inclination led you to 
(What the men of faſhion call Learning) Pe- 
dantry; but now he ſays he has no lefs, 
| aſſure goo chan a Veneration for you. 
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T ſeems e my le mention of Cra- 
ſhi, and my quotation from him, has 
Weck your cutiblity.. 1 therefofe fend you 
the whole Author, who has held à place 
among my other books of this nature 
for fone. yeats ; in which time having 
read him twice or thrice, I find him 
one of thoſe: Whoſe works ny juſt deſerve 
reading. I rake this Poet to have writ like 
a Gentleman, that is, at leiſure hours, and 
more to keep out of idleneſs, than to eſta- 
bliſh a reputation: ſo that nothing regular 
or juſt can be expected from him. All 
chat re ds Deſig n, Form, Fable, (which 
is the Soul of Poetiy) all that concerns ex- 
actneſs, or confent of _ (which is the 
s | whe 


”— 


If 
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Body) will probably be wanting; only pret- 
ty conceptions, fine metaphors, glitt ring 
expreſſions, and Sub of a neat caſt of 
Verſe, (which are pröperly the dreſs, gems, 
or looſe ornaments of Poetry) may be found 
in theſe verſes. This is indeed — caſe of 
moſt other Poetical Writers of Miſcellanies; 


nor can it well be otherwiſe, ſince no man 


can be a true Poet, who writes for diverſion 


only. Theſe Authors ſhou'd be conſider'd 
as Verhfeers and witty Men, rather than as 
' Poets; and under this head will only fall 
the Thoughts, the Expreſſion, and the 


Numbers. Theſe are only the pleaſing 
parts of Poctry, which may be judg'd of at 
a view, and comprehended all at 5 
And (to expreſs my ſelf like a Painter) their 


| Colouring entertains the fight, but the Lines 
and Life of the Picture are not to be i in- 


ſpecte too narrowly. 

This Author form'd r u pon 2 Pe- 
trarch, or rather upon Marino. His * | 
one may obſerve, in the main, are pretty; 
but oftentimes 1 fetch'd, and too often 
ſtrain'd and ſtiffned to make them appear 
the greater. For men are never ſo apt to 


think A thing great, as when it is odd or 


wonderful; and inconſiderate Authors wou'd 
rather be 5 d than underſtood. 'This 


ambition of ſurpriſing a reader, is the true 


Reue cauſe of all Fe, or Bombaſt i in 
3 Poetry. 
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Poetry. To confirm What 1 have ſaid 


you need but look into his firſt Poem of 
the Weeprr;,” where the 2d, 4th, '6th, 14th, 
21ſt+ſtanza's are as ſublimely dull, as the 
th, 8th, qth, 1th, 15th, z0th and 2 3d 
ſtanza's of the ſame copy, are ſoft and 5 
fing: And if theſe laſt want any thing, it 

is an eaſier and more unaffected own Kay 


The femaining thoughts in that Poem might 


have been ſpared, being either but re- 
petitions, or very trivial and mean. And 
by this, example in the firſt one may 
gueſs at all the reſt; to be like this, a 


„„ ö 


mixture of tender gentile thoughts and 


ſuitable expreſſions, of forc d and inextri- 


cable conceits, ' and of needleſs fillers-up 
to the reſt, From all which it is plain, 
this Author writ faſt, and ſer down what 
came uppermoſt. A teader may skim off 
the froth, and uſe the clear underneath; but 


if hei goes too deep will meet "with a 


mouthful of dregs: either the Top or bot- 
tom of him are good for little, but What 
he did "hy his: own,” "natural, nuf uch, is 
beſt. 45 begin Nini | 

To ſpeak of his Nan is a little diffi- 
cult, they are ſo various and irregular, and 


moſtly Findarick: tis evident his heroic 


Verſe {the beſt example of which is his 


Mufick's Duel) is careleſly made up; but 
one may imagine from what it now is, 


US that 


— 
— 
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that had. he taken more care, it had been 


muſical and pleaſing enqugh, a" extream- 
1 majeſtic, but ſweet * And the time con- 
der d of his writing, he was (ev n as un- 


correct as he is) none of the mo Verfife 


cators, 1 es i OL ee 
I will jult FILE (et — the belt Wem 
115 5 pr a Paraphraſe on Pfal. a3. 
Ae h on Mr. Ashton, Wiſhes 


L e Milk and the Dies ye.” 
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T 5 WC ak my eld liberty of thrqying'out 
A: my, ſelf upon paper to you, and ma- 
ding what, thoughts mo gt" in m_ 
head, the ſubject of a letter. 

reſent upon Laughter, which 6 0 br 
from). may be the cauſe: you might 
times think me too remiſs. a friend, — 
was moſt intirely ſo: for I am never ſo· 
inclin d to mirth as when 1 am moſt 9 881 


4 kriend like your We > fad ach 
tat eo een Vis STRY -27 4 VAL 
Won ii mil M1 nt gem att = 
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and moſt eaſy, which is in _ com A 
NN 


_— 


w ke fooling and toying with a wißreld 


OTE =Y 8 


is f of fondnef , Not iſ ſpect, ſo 
_ with” a frlen 6 *F Fas e 2.1 
Prodes in frlenäſhip, who expedt diſtance, 
awe and adoration, but I know 7 you are not 
of them; and f for 1 my art, Am 0 Idol- 
lippe „ tha 4 Pa oi" "x: were to 
Adres wr Ninfelf* in A hearhien, Way, 
any I'ſhou'd' be apt to, take Hold of His 
knee” 4 fimiliar 9 9955 if got r his 
E Tike Dro; t; 1 5 going to ſay 
His bats, but I think iter you 
 ndhe"thowever 1 won't. ooh Itive to. { | 
* en a8 vou, but 115 155 9 75 
ected with a Fil * "know; ſome 
Philofophers define Laughter, A recommend-. 
ing our fehves to our mon favour, by compar 
wth, the weakneſs.of another : but [at 
1 ver) ry. rarely, augh with that View, 
Se erde Obildren babe. any och 
jon in their heads, When they * 
preſs 8 Weit Wee e 9 5 J. 11 full 
as * 1 as the or th mo It, 
ily.” The! Þ | is 4. 5 r | 


8 fl 

dein 0 hill — 55 30 ab and lau gh-, 

ara thin e may ' find” he 7 5 | 
ws (to ma Ba a h of caſuiſtical di- 
ſtinction . provoked 1 to folly ar the. light * o 
obſeryation'of* 1 circupiſtance of a thing, 
when the 731 
auguff to khe 


cl 7 198575 ſolemn and 
Perior Man, that is, our 


odgment af "FI oy an , Ambaſſador 
the beſt Senſe in the world, and de- 
himſelf in the moſt graceful manner 
part a Prince, yet if the Tail of bis Shirt 
happen (as I have known it happen to a 
very, wiſe wan) to hang out behind, more 
ople ſhall laugh at that than attend to 
the other; till they recollect themſelyes, 
and then they will not have a jor. the. leſs 
| reſpect for the Miniſter. 15 muſt confeſs 
the iniquity of my countenance, before you; 
ſeveral Muſcles $ Kick "Ay ſometimes take 
an impertinent liberty with my Judgme 
bur — my” Judgment ſoon 24 and . 
all right again about my mouth: And 1 
find 7 value no man ſo ne. as he in 
whoſe fight. 1 have been. j laying; 7 fool. 
T cannot be Sub-Perſona. before a man 1 
love;. and not to Rey with Roa, F when 
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the, Niſus Blanditiæ united togethet in 
converſation, as they commonly are in A 


_ verſe; But without Laughter on the one 


fi wg or Com i el on the W | J n 
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FR. Wycherley viſited me at the Batb in 

| my ſickneſs, and expreſs d much af- 
tection to me: hearing from me how wel- 
come his letters wou d be, he preſently 
writ to you; in which I inſerted my Scrall, 

and after a ſecond. He went to Glouceſter in 
his way to Sa/op, but was diſappointed of 


a boat and ſo return'd to the Bath; then 


he ſhewd me your anſwer to his letters, 


in which you ſpeak of my good nature, but 
I fear you found me very froward at Read- 
ing; yet you allow for my illneſs. I cou'd 
not poſſibly be in the fame houſe with 
Mr. Wycherley tho' I ſought it earneſtly ; 
nor come up to town with him, he being en- 
828 0 with others; but whenever we — = 
talk d 


talk d of you. He praiſes your Poem, 
and even outvies me in kind expreſſions of 
you. As if he had not wrote two letters 
to you, he was for writing every Poſt; 1 
put him in mind he had already. Forgive 
me this wrong, I know not whither my tal- 
king ſo much of your great humanity and 
tenderneſs to me, and love to him; or whe- 
ther the return of his natural diſpoſition to 
you, was the cauſe; but certainly you are 
now highly in his favour: now he will come 
this Winter to yout houſe, and I muſt go 
with him ; bur firſt he will invite you ſpee- 
dily to town.—. I arrived on Saturday laſt 
much wearied, yet had wrote ſooner, but 
was told by Mr. Gay (who has writ a pret- 
ty Poem to Lintot, and who gives you his 
ſervice) that you was gone from home. 
Leuis ſhew'd me your letter which ſet me 
right, and your next letter is impatiently 
expected by me. Mr. Wycherley came to 
town on Sunday laſt, and kindly ſurpriz d 

me with a vifit on Monday morning. We 
din'd and drank together; and I faying, 
To our Loves, he reply'd, 'Tis My. Pope's 
Health: He faid he would go to Mr. The- 
rold's and leave a letter for you. Tho' I. 
cannot anſwer for che event of all this, in 
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teſpect to him; yet I can affure you, that 
vhen you pleaſe to come you will be moſt 


to me, as always by inclination 
ANY RT Yes 


thr Pors 10 A. Ole, * SY 

4 en f 
59 ID. 8 12, 1711. 
” Recelv'd the & Sate ftüinnen d of your Let- 
IX fcr che day after J had ſent you one of 
mine, and I am but this morning return d 
hither. The news you tell me of the ma- 
ny difficulties you found in your return 
from Bath, gives me ſuch a kind of plea- 
ſure as we y take in accompanying our 
Friends in their mixt adventures; for me- 
thinks I. fee you labouring chro all your 
inconveniencies of the rough roads, the 
hard ſaddle, the trotting horſe, and what 
not? What an agreeable ſurprize wou d 
it have been to me, to have met you 
by pure accident, (which I was within 
an ace of doing) and to have carry'd j ou 
— ſet you on an eaſier Pad, 

and reliey'd the wandring Knight with 
Night's lodging and Repaſt, at our 
Caſtle in — aa theſe are y 


— 
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the pleaſing Imaginations of a diſ appointed 
Lover, who muſt ſuffer in a ay 
abſence yet theſe two months. In the mean 
time, I take up with the Muſes for want 
of your better company; the Muſes, Quæ 


nobiſcum pernoctant, peregrinantur, ruſtican- 


tur. Thoſe aerial Ladies juſt diſcover e- 
nough to me of their beauties to urge my 
urſuit, and draw me on in a wand' ring 
Mare e of thought, ſtill in hopes (and only 
in hopes) of attaining thoſe favours from 
em, which they confer on their more 
7 Admirers. We. graſp, ſome more 
— Idea in our — brain, thak 
our endeavours to expreſs it can ſet to 
the view of others; and. Kill do but la- 
bour to fall ſhort of our, firſt Imagina- 
tion. The gay Colouripg which Faney 
gave at the. firſt tranſient glance we had 
of it, goes off in the Execution; like thoſe 
various figures in the gilded clouds, which 


While re gaze long, upon, to ſeparate the 


parts of each imaginary Image, the whole 
faints before the eye and. decays into con 
fuſion... - I 

I am highly pleasd wich the knowledge | 
you give me of Mr. Jycherley's. preſent. 
"temper, which ſeems ſo favourable to me. 
I ſhall ever have ſuch a Fund of Affection 
for him as to be agreeable to my ſelf 
wen. I am ſo to him, Sh but be 


. Say 
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gay when he's in good humour, as the 
ſurface of the Earth (if you will pardon a 
pectical ſimilitude) is clearer or gloomier, 
juſt as the Sun is brighter, or more over- 
caſt; I ſhou'd be glad to ſee the Ver- 
ſes to Lintot which you mention, for me- 
thinks, ſomething oddly agreeable may be 
produc d from that ſubject. For what 
remains, I am ſo well, that nothing but 
the aſſurance of your being ſo can make 
me better; and if you wou d have me live 
with any ſatisfaction theſe dark days in 
which I cannot ſee. vou, it e be Py. JO 
err nente $065] a5d2 i 
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R. 775 79 has, 1 believe, ſent vou 

two or chree letters of invitation; 
put you, like the Fair, will be long ſolli- 
cited before you yield, to make the favour. 
the more acceptable to the Lover. He is 
78 . a his Nang: A for thar . 
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and I ſhou'd take him for your Miſtreſs too 
by your ſimile of the Sun and Earth: Tis 
very fine, but inverted by the application; 
for the gaiety of your fancy, and the droop- 
ing of his by the withdrawing: of your 
luſtre, perſwades me it wou'd be juſter by 
the reverſe. Oh happy Favourite of the 
| Muſes! how per-nodtare, all night long 
with them? but alas! you do but toy, but 
$kirmiſh with them, and decline a cloſe 
Engagement. Leave Elegy and Tranflation 
to the inferior Claſs, on wbom the Muſes 
only glance now and then like. our Win- 
ter-Sun, and then leave em in the dark. 
Think on the Dignity of Tragedy, which 
is of the greater Poetry, as Dennis ſays, 
and foil him at his other weapon, as you 
have done in Criticiſm. Every one wonders 
that a Genius like yours will not ſupport 
the ſinking Drama; and Mr. Wills (tho I 
think his Talent is Comedy) has expreſsd 
a furious ambition to ſwell in your Buskins. 
We have had a poor Comedy of Tohn- 
ſon's (not Ben) which held ſeven nights, 
and has got him three hundred pounds, for 
the town is ſharp-ſet on new Plays. In 
vain wou'd I fire you by Intereſt or Ambi- 
tion, when your mind is not ſuſceptible. of 
either; tho' your Authority (arifing from 
the General eſteem, like that of Pompey) 
muſt infallibly aſſure you of ſucceſs 5 
RT 1 which 
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which in all your wiſhes you n. 1 
_ with — of L 


Your, Ke. | f: 


. Porn ” Ms. C . 
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TF I n to you ſo ſoon as I 
ought, let my writing now attone for 
the delay; as it will infallibly do, when 
you know what a Sacrifice I make you ar 
this time, and that every moment my eyes 
are employ'd upon this paper, they are ta- 
ken off 7 Xe two of the fineſt Faces in the 
_ univerſe. But indeed tis ſome conſolation 
to me to reflect, that while I but write 
this period, I eſcape ſomè hundred fatal 
Darts from thoſe unerring Eyes, and about 
a thouſand Deaths, or better. Now you, 
that delight in dying, wou'd not once have 
dreamt of an abſent Friend in theſe cir- 
| cumſtances you that are ſo nice an Admi- 
rer of beauty, or (as a Critic wou'd ſay af- 
ter Terence) ſo elegant a Spettator of | Forms? 
You muſt have a ſober diſh of Coffee, and 
a ſolitary candle at your fide, to write an 
Epiſtle Lucubratory to your friend; where a 
as I can do it as well with two pair of 
_ radiant 


radiant lights, that outſhine the golden 
God of Day and ſilver Goddeſs of Night, 
with all the refulgent Eyes of the Firma- 
ment. —— You fancy now that Saphy's 
eyes are two of theſe my Tapers, but it is 
no ſuch matter, Sir; theſe are eyes that 
have more perſwaſion in one glance than 
all Sapho's Oratory and Geſture together, 
let her put her body into what moving poſ- 
tures the pleaſes. Indeed, indeed, my friend, 
you cou'd never have found ſo improper a 
time to tempt me with Intereſt or Ambi- 
tion: let me but have the Reputation of 
theſe in my keeping, and as for my own, 
let the Devil, or let Dennis, take it for 
_ ever, | How gladly wou d I give all I am 
worth, that is to ſay, my Paſtorals for one 
of them, and my E//ay for the other? I 
wou'd lay out all my Poetry in Love; an 
Original for a Indy, and a Tranſlation for 
a waiting Maid! alas! what have I to do 

with Fane Gray, as long as Miſs Molly, 
Miſs Betty, or Miſs Patty are in this world? 
Shall I write of Beauties murder d long ago, 
when there are thoſe at this inſtant that 
murder me? Ill e en compoſe my own Tra- 
gedy, and the Poet ſhall appear in his own 
perſon to move compaſſion : "Twill be far 
more effectual than Bays's entring with a 
rope about his neck, and the world will 
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own, there never was a more miſerable Ob” 
jet brought upon the ſtage. 8 

Now you that are a Critic, pray inform 
me, in what manner I may connect the 
foregoing part of this Letter with that which 
is to follow, according to the Rules? I 
wou'd willingly return Mr. Gay my thanks 
for the favour of his Poem, and in parti- 

cular for his kind mention of me; I hop'd, 
when I heard a new Comedy had met with 
ſucceſs upon the Stage, that it had been 
his, to which I really wiſh no leſs; and 
(had it been any way in my power) ſhou'd 
have been very glad to have contributed to 
its Introduction into the world. His Ver- 
ſes to Lintot * have put a whim into my 
head, which you are like to be troubled 
with in the oppoſite page: take it as you 
find it, the production of half an hour to- 
ther morning. I deſign very ſoon to put 
a task of a more ſerious nature upon you, 
in reviewing a piece of mine that may bet- 
ter deſerve Criticiſm ; and by that time 
you have done with it, I hope to tell you 
in perſon with how much fidelity I am 


Nur, &c. 


_ 


* ” 


* Theſe Ferſes are printed in Dr. Swiſt's, and our Author's 
Miſcellanies, in 3 Vols, 850. | | 
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che book of |Rugdinerits 6f 
, which *you were, pleas'd ro 
and think my far oblig'd 
to inform you at che ſame time of one 


the many excellencies' you poſſeſß without 
2 em. Tod are but 


was ever ſo beauriful a8 cb hich you 
have form'd in a certain heart of? my ac 
vaintance. Indeed it was but juſt that the 
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fineſt lines in nature ſhou d be drawn upon- 
the moſt durable ground, and none cou'd 
ever be met with that wou d ſo readily re- 
ceive, or ſo faithfully retain them, as this 
Heart. I may boldly fay of it that you 
will not d its fellow. in all the Parts 
the Body in this book. But I muſt cont 
plain to Hoe & my hand, which is an ar- 
rant traitor to my heart; for having been 
copying your picture from thence and from 
Kneller theſe three days, it has done all poſ- 
ſible injury to the fineſt Face that ever was 
made, and to the livelieſt Image that ever 
was drawn. I have imagination enough 
in your abſence, to trace ſome reſemblance 
of you; but I have been fo long us d to 
loſe my judgment at the ſight of you, that 
tis paſt my power to correct it by the life, 
Your Picture ſeems leaſt like when plac'd 
before your eyes, and contrary to all other 
er receives a manifeſt diſadvantage 
by being ſet in the faireſt, Light in the 
5 Ford, he Painters are a very vain gene- 
kati Nate haye a long time pretended to 
Baſs Nature; but to own the truth to you, 
the 1 mage .fuch a finiſh d piece about chret 
and twenty years t (I beg your pardon. 
Madam, 6 proreſt I, meant but two and 
been) that, ais in rain hon chem any lan- 


4 45 . withber, :I-know: You in- 
as ee Ne A cee 


Jes 8 five 
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five and fix years paſt: Twas a little girl, 
done with abundance of ſpirit and ue: 2 
and wants nothing but time to be an ad- 
mirable piece: But not to flatter your work, | 
dom t think *twill ever come up to what 
your Father made. However I wou'd not 


diſcoutage you; tis certain you have a 
ſtrange Papfmel d in making fine things of 


a 3 255 at a Ned withy incredible 
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* E T T B * 1. 

f Ti is pal nick . in . ihat | 
hen a Lady has once done a man a 
fu .. che is to be rude to her ever after. 
It becomes our Sex to take upon us twice 
as much as yours allows us: By this me- 
thod I may write to you moſt impudent- 
ly, becauſe you once anſwer'd me modeſt- 
ly; and if you ſhou'd never do me that 
honour for the future, I am to think (like 
2 true Concomb) that your ſilence gives 
conſent. Perhaps you wonder why this 


is addreſs d to you rather than to Mrs. 


. — with whom 1 have the right of 
an old . whereas you are a 
9771 \ * fine 
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fine Lady, have bright eyes, Gc. Firſt 
Madam, I make choice of you rather chan 
of your Mother, becauſe you are younger 
than your Mother. Secondly, becauſe I 
fancy you ſpell better, as having been at 
ſchool later. Thirdly, becauſe you have 
nothing to do but to Write if you pleaſe, 
and poſſibly it may keep you from em- 
ploying your ſelf worſe: it may ſave ſome 
honeſt neighbouring Gentleman from three 
or four of your peſtilent glances. Caſt your 
eyes upon Paper, Madam, there you may 
look innocently: Men are ſeducing, books 
are dangerous, the amorous one's ſoften 
you, and the godly one's give you the ſpleen: 
If you look upon trees, 'they.claſp in em- 
braces; birds and beaſts make love; the 
Sun is too warm for your blood, the Moon 
melts you into yeilding and melancholy. 
Therefore I ſay once more, caſt your eyes 
upon Paper, and read only ſuch Letters as I 
write, which convey no darts, no flames, 
but proceed from Innocence of ſoul, and 
ſimplicity of heart. However, I can al- 
low you a Bonnet lined with green for 
your eyes, but take care you don't tarniſh 
it with ogling too fiercely: Jam told, that 
hand you ſhade your ſelf with this ſhining 
weather, is tann d pretty much, only with 
being carried over thoſe Eyes thank God 
I am an hundred miles off from them — 
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Upon the, whole I ou d ſooner truſt your 
hand than, your Ryes for doing me miſ- 
chief; and tho I doubt not ſome part of 
e 'rancour\ and Aniquity of Pour heart 
will drop into your pen, yet ſince it will 
not attack me on a ſudden and unprepar d, 
| _ may have time while I break open 
your letter t Faß 1 ſay a Pater- 
noſter, I hope Ng er Of * me 
from all you can attempt at this diſtance. 
bows — tells me you are at this hour as 
adſome as an Angel, for my ng have 
oe your face ſince two Nen don't 
know whether you are tal or ſhort, nor 
Ls can'tell in any reſpett what ſort of creature 
— yanrare;: only: that ydu ate Avery miſchie- 
* vous one whom 1 ſholl ever pray t toi be 
4 defended. from. But when Mr. B 
ſends] me word you have the ſrriall © Pork, 4 
ame freckles, of are very pale, I will 
1 geſire him to ge thanks for it in your Pa- 
&, vin Church which as ſoon as he ſhall 
nd inform me he Has done I Will make you 
" | ajviſicgat —— vrithout Armour: I will 
eat, any thing you give me without ſuſpi- 
eig ol poyſon, take you by che hand 
ithont gloves, nay venture to follow you 
into an arbour without calling the com- 
pany. This Madam is the top of my 
withes, but how differently are dur deſi res 
We. You. ſigh out, ir the ardour of 


Satan: HS... 


your heart, Oh b Play hole Parks, 0 
ms Aſſemblies, London! I cry v Lo 
ture, Oh Woods, Gardens, Rodkerics, Fif 

| Arbours! Mrs. Beity M 5112 
9260 10% 957 THOY Om goth aw 
c Dias ct ahh ift' 8 Ho ttt 14.0 Tor: © 
ny 18570 L alt you i Ff T rf 
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cu a Letter to Bert Bri 71 
|; 0 Lady ? 995 wt E It yy 183101 
. tf. 20 180 It voy” 451 50er Wor 2 
1111 10 3101 16d. Dogs) iis it 17 69 
5 HE Wit would )rtlar chis: il 
— ebe a chill Leber] beeauſe it is 
a. Ir A one I ani afraid indeed yer 
will find hat Spirit there is muſt be on 
1 ſide of the Wife, and the Husband's 
part as uſual will prove the dulleſt. What 
an unequal Pair are put together ih this 
ſheer? in which tho We ſin, t is you muſt 
5 3 When you hots on both ſides 
this; paper, you may fancy that our 
Gin (according to a Scripture expreſſion) 
are as a Tau edg d Sword, whereof Kady 
M. is the ſhining [blade and” J only che 
Handle. But 1 aan t proceed! hel ſo 
far mortifying Sir Noßerr a8 to tell Him, 
that ſhe: writes this Purely in bed nce 


—＋1&¶ 
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me, and that it is but one of thoſe honours 


a Husband W for the fake, of his 
TOTO f 
It is making court ill: to one fine Woman to to 
ſhew her the regard we have for another; 
and yet I muſt own there is not a period of 
chis Epiſtle bur ſquints toward another over- 

againſt it. It will be in vain to difſem- 
ble e: Your penetrating eyes cannot but diſco- 


ver how all the letters that compoſe theſe 


words lean forward after Lady M's letters, 


which ſeem to bend as much from mine, 


and fly from them as faſt as they are able. 
Ungrateful letters that they are! which give 
themſelves to another man in the very 
preſence of him Who will yield to no mor- 
tal in knowing how to value them. 

You will think I forget my ſelf; and am 
not writing to you; but let me tell you, 
tis you forget your ſelf in that thought, 
for you are almoſt the only Woman to 
whom one can ſafely addreſs the 1 
of another. Beſides can you imagine a 
Man of my importance ſo ſtupid, as to ſay 
fine things to you before your Husband ? 
Let us ſee how far Lady M. her ſelf dares 
do any thing like it, with all the wit and 
addreſs ſhe is miſtreſs, of. If Sir Robert can 
be ſo ignorant (now he is left to himſelf. in 
the country) to imagine any ſuch. matter, 
let him know from "ws, that here in town 


every 


to LET T ERS 


ny ching that Lady fays, is taken for Sa- 
For my part, every body knows 1 it is 


| iy conſtant practice to ſpeak *”! and 
I never r-do it more tat WEEK ! call my 


lf 

FAG 3 2 Tore rr 
| LETTER 1. 

bo a i Lodi in the Name 7 her. 


 Brocher, 279 


F you have not a chase ear Kn 77 

heart do not peruſe this Letter, for as 
Jeremy Taylor ſays in his holy - living and 
dying, 'the firſt _ a Virgin ought to en- 
deavour, is to be er of che diftin- 
Hum of Sexes. 

It is in the confidence I have that you 
are thus innocent, that I endeavour to gra- 
rify your curioſity in a point in which 1 
am ſenſible none but a Brother could do it 
with decency. 

I ſhall entertain you with the moſtreigu- 
1558 Curioſity in the town, I mean a Perſon 
who is equally the toaſt of gentlemen and 
ladies, and is at prefent more univerſally 
«dire than ay of either Sex: You know 


tew 


few. proficients have a; greater genius for 

Monſters than my {elf ; but I never taſted 

' a, monſter to that degree I have done this 
creature: It was not, like other monſters, 

produced in the Deſarts of Arabia, nor 
came from the country of the Great M. 
741, but is the production of the joint- en- 
—— of a Kentiſh Parſon and his Spouſe, 
who intended in the ſingleneſs of heart to 
have begot a chriſtian, but of one ſex, and 
providence has ſent them one of t]ͤ ihm. 

_  -, There, are various opinions concerning 
this Creature about town, Mr. Cromwell 
obſerves that the Age is very licentious, 
and the preſent Reign very lewd and cor- 
rupt, in permitting a Lady by Authority (as 
appears by the printed 1110 to expole her 
perſonal curioſities for a ſhilling. | 
Mr. P. looks upon it as;.2. Prodigy 

portending ſome great Revolution In the 

State: to ſtrengthen which opinion he 

produces the following Prophecy of Neſtra- 

damus, which he explains politically/ ,, 


353 


f DAG rein nee ts POCO Pore} 
When as {WO Sexes join d mM One, 4 
; +, Shall in the Realm of Brute be ſhown ; 


Then, Faetions ſhall unite, if I know, 


aig a chooſe 4 Prince Jure Divino. 1 
#11 Tis Prodigy of common Gender. © ( 
Is neither Sex but a; Pretender, „ | 


4 
n 
g 
So the Lord ſhield the Faith's Defender. ” 
W 


der at fo much? and f@ ys 
her ſelf: The Ducheſs of . is of che 
ſame opinion. 


„ LET TEA 
Mrs. N — admires what E wan- 


juſt ſo 


Among theſe various Sets? this I 


might be informed of the truth, I took 
along with me a Ph fician and a "Divine, 
the one to inſpect e ſtate of its Body, 
the other to i that of its Mind: 
The perſons I made choice of were the in- 


genious Dr. P— and the reverend Mr. 


We were no ſooner in the room but he 


Party came to us dreſt in chat habit in 


which the Ladies affect an Hermophrodi- 
tical imiration, of Men — your ſharp wit, 
my dear Sifter, will immediately conclude 


that I mean a Riding- habit. 
I think it not material to inform you, 


Faber ber the Doctor, the Divine, or my 


ſelf look d firſt. The Prieſt you will ma- 
liciouſly fancy was in his nature moſt an 


- Infidel, and doubted moſt of this Miracle: 


we therefore propos'd to him to take the 
ſureſt method of believing, ſeeing and feel- 
ing: He comply d with both admonitions, 
and having taken a large pinch of ſnuff 
upon it, advis d us with a nod, that we 
ſhould by no means regard it as à Female 
but as a Male, for by ſo Fan we mould 
be guilty of leſs SO: . 


211% 


The 
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from this opinion, he would by no means 


allow it a miracle, or at moſt a natural one: 
He faid upon the whole it was a woman; 
that whatever might give a handle to think 
otherwiſe, was a trifle,. nothing being more 


common than for a child to be mark'd 


with that thing which the mother long'd 
Ass for this Party's temper of mind, it 
appears to be a moſt even diſpoſition, par- 
taking of the good qualities of both ſexes: 
for ſhe is neither ſo inacceſſible as other 
Ladies, nor is he ſo impudent as other 
Gentlemen. Of how obliging and com- 
plaiſant a turn appears by this, that he 
tells the Ladies he has the Inclinations 
of a Gentleman, and that ſhe. tells the 
Gentlemen ſhe has. the. Tendre of a La- 
dy. As a further proof of this affable diſ- 


| poſition, he formerly receiv'd viſits of the 


fair ſex in their maſques, till an impertj- 


nent fellow in a female diſguiſe mingled 
P party of ladies, and impudently 


overheard their improving Speculations. 

Notwithſtanding this, ſhe civilly promi- 
ſed at my requeſt, that my two ſiſters 
ſhould be admirted privately whenever you 
wou'd do her the honour of your conſidera- 


— 
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How agreeable ſoever this fight has been 
10. me, I aſſure you it cannot be ſo plea- 
ſing as the ſight of you in town, and what- 
ever you may ſee in the country, I dare 
auen no man or woman can ſhew 550 che 
| 71 8 eargeltly deſire you to make 
haſte to this place; for tho indeed like 
moſt other brothers, I ſhould be ſorry you 
were married at my expence, yet I would 
by no means, like them, detain you in 
the countty from your admirers, for you 
may believe me, no brother in the world 
ever low d a Aale as I do a | 


»,% FIC 
9 
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Bath, 1 7 14. 


0 v are to underſtand, Madam, chat 
my paſſion for your fair {elf and your 
fitter, has been divided with the moſt on- 
derful regularity in the world. Even from 
my infancy I haye been in love with one 
after the other of you, week by week, and 
my journey to Bath fell out in the three 

hundred ſeventy ſixth week of the Reign 
of my Sovereign Lady Sylvia. At the 
| preſent 


* i” 
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preſent writing hereof it is the chree hun- 
dred eighty inch week of the Reign of 


your moſt Serene Majeſty, in whoſe ſervice 


was liſted ſome weeks before I beheld 
your Siſter. This information will account 
for my writing to either of you "hereafter; 
as eicher fhall happen n to be re 
at that time. YEN is DAS 

Pray tell your ſiſter, all the w_ qua- 


lities And virtuous inclinations ſhe has, 


never gave me ſo much pleaſure in her 
converſation, as that one vice of her ob- 
ſtinacy will give me  mortification thib 
month. Ratchffe commands her to the Bath, 

and ſhe refuſes! indeed if I were in Berk- 
ſhire 1 ſhould honour her for this obſtina- 
cy, and magnify her no leſs for diſobedi- 
ence than we do the Barcelonians; But 
people change with the change of places 
(as we ſee of late) and virtues become vi- 
ces when they ceaſe to be for one 's Benn rs 
with me, as with others. 

Vet let me tell her, ſhe will never took 
{> finely while the is upon earth, as ſhe 
would here in the water. It is not here 

as in moſt other inſtances,” for thoſe Ladies 
that would pleaſe extremely, muſt go our 


of their own element. She does not make 


half ſo good a figure on horſeback as Chri- 
Hina Queen of Sweden ; but were ſhe once 
ſeen i in the Bath, no man wou d part with 

1 her 
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her for the beſt Mermaid in chriſtendaes. 
You know I have ſeen you often, I perfectiy | 
know how you look in black and in ke, 
I have experienc'd the, utmoſt you can · do 
in colours; but all your movements, all 
your graceful ſteps, ere. not half the 
glory yo vou might here attain, of a moving 
and eaſy behaviour in Buckram £ Some- 
thing between! hone and walking, free 
enough, and more modeſt] vhalf naked, 
than you can appear any where elſe. 'You 
have conquer'd enough already by land ; 

ſhow your ambition, and vanquiſh alſo by 
water. We have no pretty Admirals on 
theſe: Seas, but muſt ſtrike ſails to your 
White Flags, were they once hoiſted up. 
The — I mention is a dreſs particu- 
larly uſeful at this time, when we are told 
the Princeſs is bringing over the faſhion of 
German Ruffs: You ought to uſe your ſelves 
to ſome degrees of ſtiffneſs beforehand. 

And when our Ladies, chins have been, 
rickled a-while with ſtarch'd muſlin and 
wire, they may poſſibly bear the bruſh, of 
a German: beard and whisker. 

I cou'd tell you a delightful ſtory of | 
Dr. P. but want room to diſplay it in all its 
ſhining circumſtances. He had heard it 
was an excellent cure for Love, to kiſs the 
Aunt of the perſon beloved, who. is gene- 
ny of years and erer ener enough. to 


- "re Lo. 
Ny ng dal #7 14 #” 


we Were 8 —— 
our falye 
bas honeſty affurcd me, that — 
whims which ſhe can't entirely conquer, he 


(ure hours in the 


OO Ed wth of cate es 
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the fierceſt flame: he tryd this courſe 
10 hl. yy es and kiſs d Mrs. E. at 
Mr. 5. bu RA ITE 


LETTER VL. 
| To the Sams. 
15 e WEE aA 


me, I malt tell you, ſo very well, chat 
agree if 


would go and oe che world with me in s 


cloth Even you, Madom, 1 fan 


you wand not partake in our twures) 
„ 
with fore impatienge, and be well e ; 
plead to hear em by the fire-ide. | That 
would be beter than reading — 
1 would bs "oo — 
r 
t-uime, to wil | 

do what ſhe will in. What W 
n 


ginning 
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ginning with my Lady Sandwich, who has 
all the ſpirit of the laſt age, and all the 
gay experience of a pleaſurable life. It 
were as ſcandalous an omiſſion to come to 
the Bath and not to ſee my Lady Sand- 
wich, as it had fortnerly been to have tra- 
vell'd to Rome without viſiting the _ 
-of Sweden. She is, m a word, the 

thing this Country has to boaſt of; and as 
ſhe has been all that a woman of ſpirit 
could be, ſo ſhe ſtill continues that eaſy 
and independent creature that a ſenſible | 
woman always will be. 


I muſt tell you a Ts; which is not 


however much to my credit.  F never 
thought ſo much of your ſelf and your 
ſiſter, as ſince I have been fourſcore 
miles diſtance from you. In the Foreſt 1 


look d upon you as good neighbours, at 


London 2 pretty kind ef women, but here 


_ divinities, angels, goddeſſes, or what you 


will. In the fame manner I never knew at 
what a rate I valu d your life, till you were 
upon the point of dying. If Mrs. 7. and 
you will but fall very fick vey ſeaſon, I 
| ſhall certainly die for you. Seriouſly 1 
value you both ſo much that I eſteem 
others much the leſs for your fakes; 
vou have irobb'd me of the pleaſure of 
'eſteeming a thouſand pretty qualities in 
un, by * me ſo many finer in 


2 your 
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your ſelves. There are but two things in 
the world which could make you indifferent 
to me, which I believe you are not capa- 
ble of, I mean IIl- nature and malice; I 
have ſeen enough of you not to overlook = 
any Frailty you cou'd have, and nothing 
leſs than a Vice can make me like you leſs. 
expect you ſhoud diſcover by my con- 
duct towards you both, that this is true, 


and chat therefore you ſhould pardon a 


thouſand things in me for that one diſ- 


poſition. Expect nothing from me but 


truths and freedom; and 1 ſhall always be 
thought oy e Wane I paar ge _ 4 +2071 
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plative after I had parted from you, as 

my! ord ——— - retired from the Court 
and Glory to his Country ſeat and Wife, 
a week ago. I found here a diſmal deſ- 


ponding letter from the ſon of another | 
BRIAN Aa 2 | great 
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great Courtier who expects the ſame. face, 


and who tells me the great one's of cha 


t drink their healths ance:a 


earth will now take it very kindly of the 
mean one's, if they will favour: them wih 
a viſit by Day- light. With what joy wen d 
lay down all their ſchemes of glory, 
did they but know you have — 
, as ſoon 
as they are fallen? Thus the N by 
the ſale merit of their misfurtunos 
the care of heaven and you. T intended en 
have put this laſt into Verſe, but in this 
age of Ingratitude my beſt e foriaks 
me, I mean my rhymes. ' VMTN 
I deſire Mrs. P to ſtay ber ach 
with theſe half hundred Plays, till I can 
rocure her a Romance big enough to ſatis- 
fy her great Soul with Adventures. As for 
N — 3 I fear ſhe can depend upon none 
from me but That of my. Life, which I 
am ſtill, as J have been, contriving all poſ- 
ſible methods to ſhorten, for the greater 
eaſe both of my Hiſtorian and the Reader. 
May ſhe believe all the paſſion and tender- 
neſs — in theſe Romances to be but 
a faint image of what I bear her, and may 
you (who read nothing) take the lame 
truth upon hearing it rl me; you will 


both injure me very much, if you don't 
think me « truer f rad: Gare e any ro- 
T9 mantick 
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| mantick lover, ier | 
: could be. n 2006-48008 th | 


The days of Beauty are as the days 
Greatneſs, and as long as your Eyes make 
3 world are your ado» 

I am one of thoſe unambitious 
= deal love you forty years, hence, 
when your eyes begin to twinkle in a re- 
tirement, for your own ſakes,” and-withoue 


the . now: lots 
— ih iii itt An 


0 h 
ack ow 


W W994: ae urg kid nc ihe 
20Þ 011654 e Hor Tur, Gaps 1207 16d 
en T28007 30301080 6: dottologinie aft 
—— a wy r 


| or "LB 1 1 TY n : 
7 8 Rn 3 
times at che firſt ward you ſpoke te 
mes. which ome. would interpret as if you. 
expected nothing better fram my lips: 


And truly tis not a fign 2 are to · 


gether, when they can be fo. impertinent 
a8. t enquire what the world does? All I 
mean by this is, that either you or I are 
not in love with. the other; I leave you. 
which of che two is that ſtupid. 


ek 
ad. ofenfible. creature, i 1 Ons 


e! ee fs 10 
Huch I Hon Fi 
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This then ſhall be a letter of News; and 
15 if you did not think me the humbleſt 
creature in the world, you could never ima- 
gine a Poet could dwindle to a brother of 
Daros and n from a rival of Tate and 
| hy oa L216 2 88 

The. Earl of Oxford: a behaved ſo 
bravely, that in this act at leaſt he 
ſeem above Man, if he had nat nb 
voided a Stone to prove him ſubject to hu- 
man infirmities. The utmoſt weight of 
affliction from princely power and popu- 
lar hatred, were almoſt worth bearing, for 
the glory of ſuch a dauntleſs conduct as 
he has ſhewn under it. 
You may ſoon have. your wiſh, to enjoy 
the gallant fights of armies, incampments, 
ſtandards waving over your brother's corn- 
fields, and the pretty windings of the Thames 
about M—— ftain'd with the blood of 
men. Vor barbarity, which I have heard 
= long exclaim'd againſt | in town and coun- 
„may have its fill of deſtruction. I 
E not add one circumſtance uſual in 
all deſcriptions of calamity, that of the 
many Rapes committed or to be commit- 
ted, upon thoſe unfortunate women that 
| delight in war. But God forgive me 
in this martial age, if I could, I would 
buy a regiment for your ſake and Mrs. 
Px s and ſome others, whom I ck 
1 cauſe 


E. 
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— to n no * means will prevail 


u 
Thoſe eyes chat care not Won much | 
miſchief is done, or how great ſlaughter 


committed, ſo they have but a fine Show; 


thoſe very- female eyes will be infinitely de- 
lighted with the camp which is ſpeedily to 


be form'd in Hyde- Parl. The tents are 


carried thither this morning, new regi- 


ments, with new cloths and furniture (far 
exceeding the late cloth and linnen deſign'd 
by his Grace for the ſoldiery) The ſight of 


ſo many gallant fellows, with all the pomp 
and glare of War yet undeform'd by " | 
tle, thoſe Scenes which England has for 
many years only beheld on Stages, may 
poſſibly invite your curioſity to this place. 
Mrs. expects the Pretender at her 


lodgings by Saturday ſe nnight. She has 
bought a picture of Madam Maintenon to 
ſet her features by, againſt that time. Three 


Prieſts of your acquaintance are very 


po- 
ſitive, by her intereſt to be his Father Con- 


feſſor. | 
By our lateſt accounts from Dukeftreet, | 
Weſtminſter, the converſion of J. G. Eſq; 
is reported in a manner ſomewhat more 
icular : That upon the ſeizure of his 


| Flanders-Mares, he ſeem'd more than ordi- 
narily diſturb'd for ſome hours, * ſent for 
* Pty _ and reſolvd to bear his 


loſs 


184 A E RS ] 
lofs like a chriſtian ; till 41 18 PR 


ſeven. or eight the coaches and horſes-of | 


feveral of the Nobility paſſing by his win- 
dow towards Hue Pant, PT, br n len- 
endure the diſappoimment, dat inſtant- 
went out, took the Oath of : 
and-recover'd his dear Horſes which carry d 
him in triumph w the Ring. The pont 
diſtreſſed Roman Cat halicts, now un- horsd 


8 exp our with — | 


? r r 


Will not defoeibe . in . 

not to foreſtall 2 expectations before 
you ſee it: take 2 fhort account, 
which I will hazard my little credit is 10 
unjuſt one. I never ſaw fo great a I 
with ſo much littleneſs in it: 1 think the 
Archite&t built it entirely in compliance to 
the taſte of its Owners: for it is the moſt 
inhoſpitable thing imaginable, and the moſt 
ſelfiſh : it has, like their own hearts, no 
room for ſtrangers, and no reception for 
5 perſon of ſuperior 3 to chemſelves 
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apartments above, (very much! inferior to 
z the whole: Fieuſe. When you 


„lock 3 Outſide, you'd think ĩt large 
enough for a Prince; r AS vou ſee the 
Inſide; it is too little for a Subject; nd 
has not conveniency to lodge a 
_ family} i isahouſe of Entries and:PaG 


z among which there are three Vi- 


Kas through che whole, very ele hand 


ſome. © There is what might have been a 


fine- Gallery,” but ſpail'd by to Arches 


towards the End of it, which take away 


the fight of ſeveral of x windows. There 


are two ordinary ſtair-caſes inſtead of 


one great one. The beſt things wichin 
the houſe, are the Hall; which is indeed 
noble and well proportio d; and the 


cellars and offices ànder- ground, which 


. are the moſt comttiodious, and the heſt 
contrived, of the whole. At che top of 


the © building are ſeveral Cupolas and 


little Turrets that have but an ill effect, 
and make the building look at once fini- 
cal and heavy. What ſeems of the beſt 
taſte, is that Front towards the gardens, 
which is not yet loaded with theſe tur- 
rets. The two Sides of the build: We F 


intirel d by wo” monſtrous 
* Bb windowy” 
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3 Nand-juſt in the middle, 
inſtead bf doors: And as if it were fatal 
that ſome trifling littleneſs ſhould every 

where deſtroy the grandeur, there are in 
the chief front two ſemicircles of a lower 
ſtructure than the reſt, that cut off the 
angles and look as if they were purpoſe- 
ly defign'd: to hide a loftier and nobler 
Neue of building, the top of which ap- 
pears above them. In a word, the whole 
is a moſt expenſive abſurdity; and the 
Duke of -Shrewsbury gave a true character 
of it, when he ſaid, it nnn 
* Stones above groumd. 

We paid a viſit to the Sting {there 
Roſamond bathed her ſelf, on a hill where 
remains only a piece of a wall of the old 
Palace of Hemy the Second. We toaſted 
her ſhade in the cold water, not without 
4 thought or two, ſcarce ſo cold as the 
liquor we drank it in. I dare not tell, 
you hat they _ and 0 Faw 10g to 
. 18. 9981 
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dull correſpondent whom you have 


|— Sig ſo long for a. dull companion. 
And tho I am pretty ſenſible, that if 1 
have any wit, I may as well write to ſhow 


it, as not; (becauſe any Lady that has once 
ſeen me, will naturally ask. what I can 
ſhow: that is better ?) yet Il content my 


ſelf with giving you as plain a hiſtory 


of 2 ilgrimage, as Purchas. bimſelf 
55 Jahn Ban , yan. could do of his walk- 


ing ae te vile 272 Fws 1 5 


56h "Firſt 3 1 ** by! unter > Bsp 


uw unattended by all but my on 
virtues; which were not of ſo modeſt à 
; nature as do keep themſelves, or me, Son- 


ceal d: For I met the Prince with all his 
Ladies on, horſeback, coming from hunt- 
ing. Mrs, B———- and Mrs. L-— took 
me into protection (contrary to the laws 


againſt harbouring Papiſts) and gave me 


a dinner, with ſomething 1 lik d better, an 
opportunity of nee with Mrs. . 


We all agreed at. .the life of a Maid of 
O46 5 B b 2 " ö Ho- 
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Honour, was of all things the moſt miſe- 
rable;-and-with'd that every woman who 
envy'd it had a ſpecimen of it. To eat 
Meſiphalia-Ham in a morning, ride over 
hedges and ditches on borrow'd Hacks, 
come home in the-heat of the day with 
a feaver, and (what is worſe a hundred 
times) with a red mark in the forehead 
from an uneaſy hat; all this may qualify 
them to niake excellent wives + Fox- 
hunters, and bear abundance of 
complexion d children. As ſoon as chey 
can wipe off the ſweat of the day, 
muſt fimper an hout and catch cold, in 
che Princeſs's apartment; from thence (as 
Shakeſpear has it) To Jitthir, zorth what ap- 
Nrite they may — and after chat, till mid- 
night, walk, work, or think, which they 
pleaſe? I can eaſily believe, no lone-hoi 
in Wales, with a Mountain and a Rooke- 
ty, is more contemplative than this Court; 
and as a proof of it I need only tell 
you; Mrs. B walk d all alone with me 
three” or four Hours by moonlight, and 
we met no creature of any Quality but 
the King, who gave audience to the Vice- 
1 all alone, Ander che garden- 
* all. 

In Wert 1 bead rh no Ball, Aﬀſetribly, 
Raft. Table or any place where two or 
hn _ Fe gather together, except an 

m 


o 


dined in the mid 
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? 


darn Kilma 


Son iy; Hat peels 
* there we had an excellent Diſeburſe 
F 
with honour: Lady . walked "a' whole 
hour abroad without dying after it, at 


This day I receiv'd a Letter with certain 
* where women were to be met with 


at Oxyord. I defy them and att their works: 
I love no meat 4 Ortolans, and no wo- 
min but you: tho indeed that's no pro- 
per compariſon, but for fat Dutcheſs s; 


for to love You, is as if dne ſhould wiſh 


to eat Angels, or to drink Cherubim- 
broth.” LIE 
oF drflved in the” foreſt "by Dolly noon, 


waring fled from the * with T could 
ſay the horned face) of B., who 
chither. I paſt the 
reſt of che day in wie Woods where I 
have ſo often enjoy d a Book and a Friend. 
T made 4 yum 1 U d thro}, which 


ended Wich ſigh that will "nor. rell-you 


the meaning of. 
Vour Doctor is eve the way y of all his 
Aatients; and was A o ir her. 0 


e to which 1 had che ho- 
nour 6 be N an "UNI? wo Nay 


wnckety; Dr. Shadwell was mentioned 


diſpoſe 


leaſt in che time I ſtayd, the'-the"feem'd 
do be fainting, and had convullive motions 
bs. ſeveral times in her head. 


diſpoſe, of an alias 2% unveil, 
and ſplendidly. unuſeful to him. Sir Sa- 
muel Garth ſays, that for Ratcliffe to leave 
a Library; was as if a Eunuch ſhould found 
a Seraglio. Dr. Sh-——— lately told a 
Lady he wonder d ſhe could be alive after 
him: ſhe made anſwer She wonder d at it 
for two reaſons, becauſe; Dr. Ratcli fe, was 
= and eee * * — 5 . 
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Toching ks Ms more of chat me- 
lancholy which once uſed to pleaſe 
| me, than: my laſt days journey ; for after ha- 
ving aſs'd-through my favourite Woods in 

oreſt, with a thouſand Reveries of paſt 
1 I rid over hanging hills, whoſe tops 
were edged with Groyes, and whoſe Feet 
water d with winding rivers, liſtning to the 
falls of Cataracts below, and the murmur- 
ing of the winds above: The gloomy ver- 
dure of Stonor ſucceeded to theſe; and 
he the thadea of the evening overtook 


5 me. 


1 
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me. The Moon roſe in the cleareſt sky 1 
ever aw, by whoſe: ſolemn light I paced on 
_ flowly, without company, or any interrup- 
tion to the range of my thoughts. About 
a mile before 1 reach'd Oxford, all the 
bells [told in different notes; the clocks 
of every colledge anſwer d one another; 
and ſounded forth (ſome in a deeper, ſome 
a ſofter tone) that it was eleven at night. 
All chis was no ill preparation to the life 
I have led ſince, among thoſe old walls, U 
venerable galleries, ſtone portico's, ſtudious 
walks, and ſolitary: feenes of the Univer- 
ſity. I wanted nothing but a black gown 
and a ſalary, to be as meer a bookworm as 
any there. I conform d my ſelf to the Col- 
lege hours, was-rolF'd up in books, lay in 
one of the moſt ancient, dusky parts of the 
- Univerſity, and was as dead to the world as 
: any Hermit of the deſart. If any thing was 
— alive or awake in me, it was a little Vanity; 
n ſuch as even thoſe good men us d to enter- © 
t tain, when the Monks of their own Order I 
s extoll'd their piety and abſtraction. For I | 
| found my ſelf receiv'd with a fort of reſpect, 
le which this idle part of mankind, the learn- 


[ ed, pay to their own ſpecies; who are as 
r conſiderable here, as the buſy, the gay, 1 
d che ambitious are in your world, 

k Indeed. I was treated in ſuch a manner, 
e. that I could not but ſometimes ask my felt. 


Nun 1 in 


* 
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in my mund, what 
of, or -whar Library I h "buile?: Mezhinks 
Ido very ill to return to the world to 
leave the only place where I make a figure, 
and from. ſeeing my ſelf ſeated with dignity 
zu the moſt confpicuous ſhelves of a libta- 
ry, put my ſelf into the abject poſture 
a era RO | 
| 0 1M 1863 [5110] T93TOÞ.8 
I will not on bux chat like Alexander, 
in the midſt ur my glory I am waunded, 
and find my ſelf a meer man. To tell vou 
from whenee the dart comes, is to no 
poſe, ſince neither of you will take the ten- 
= care r and 
ſuck the poyſon-with your lips. 
_ © Here, bh my Lord ., I ſee a eren. 
ture nearer an angel chan a woman, (tha a 
woman be very near as good as an angel; 1 
chink you have formerly heard me mention 
Mrs. T—— as a credit to the Maker of An- 
gels; ſhe is a relation wer his ag eres =o 
he — — os d her to me for a Wi 
4 ns ©. pov her Intereſts, and knowing 
pars I is a ſhame to Providence) chat ſhe is 
leſs indebted to Fortune than I. I told him 
twas what he could never have chought of, 
if it had not been his misfortune to be blind, 
and what I never could think of, while] 
| et ſee poet pans ol. l 
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I tht not <btictide without tellidg you; 
cat 1 Wilk dd the uttnoſt in che affir you 
deſire. 0 would be an inexpteſfible Joy 
to me If 1 ch ſerye you, and 1 wilt al- 


I edn tõ give my ſelf pleaſure. 
. 45 well for you'as ig my Rf; I am 
i lere win 580 Both niueh as 1 am with 
wy felt, ene 
che, ee 
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To: . Arabella Fermor en ber 
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10 are by this fine 43550 ap 
. much the; tenderheſs of one man of 
merit is to be; prefer'd to the addreſſes of 
a Sway 40 by this time, the Gentle - 
man you have made choice of is ſenfible, 
w great is the oy of having all thoſe 
charms and good qualities Which have 
pleas d ſo many, now apply d to pleaſe one 
only. It was but juſt, that the ſame Vir- 
rues which gave you drags ſhould 
give you happineſs ; and I can wiſh you 
no greater, than __ you may receive it 
| | C = - 
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in as high a degreg your elf, a8 fo. muck 


good humour mult infallibly give it to 
e os, 
It may be exp. aps, We one 


who has the title of. ; ſhould ſay ſome- 
thing more polite on this occaſion: But 
1 am Sally. more a well-wiſher to your 
felicity, chan a celebrater of your beauty. 
Beſides, you are now a married woman, 
and in a, way to be a great many better 
things than a fine Lady; ſuch as an excel- 
lent wife, a faithful friend, a tender parent, 
and at laſt as the conſequence of them all, 
à faint in heaven. You ought now to hear 
nothing but that, which Was all you ever 
deſired to hear (whatever others may have 
ſpoken to you) I mean Truth :. And it is 
with the utmoſt that 1 aſſure you, no 
friend you have can more rejoice in any 
good that befalls you, is more ſincerely de- 

fo hted with the proſpect of your future 
Rappe, or more unfeignedly deſires a 
long continuance of it. I beg you will 
think it but juſt, chat a man who will cer- 
tainly be ſpoken of as your admirer, after 
he is dead, may have the e to be 
eſteem d 15 188 is AG 
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AR chief cauſe 1 have to repent uy 


leaving the town, is the uncertainty 


I am in every day of your Siſter's ſtate of 


health. I really expected by every poſt 
to have heard of her recovery, but on 


the contrary each letter has been a 


new awakening to my 1 


and I have ever fince ſuffer d alarms u 


on alarms on her account. No one can 
be more ſenſibly touch'd at this than I; 


nor any danger of any I love cou d af. 
fect me with more uneaſineſs, (tho' as I 
never had a ſiſter I can't be quite ſo good 


'2 judge as yon, how far humanity wou'd 
carry me) I have felt ſome weakneſſes of 


a tender kind, which I would not be free 
irom, and I am glad to find my value for 


people ſo rightly plac'd, as © HP 


them on this occaſion. ' 
'T cannot be fo good a cid as to 
be willing (tho no leſs than God ſhould 


order it) to reſign my own happineſs here 
for hers in another life. I do more than 


wiſh for her ſafety, for every wiſh I make 
1 nd immediately chang d into a prayer, 
Cc 2 and 
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1 W's more fervent one than I had learn d 
1 - make till now. _ 

May her Life be War and happier 
chan perhaps her ſelf may deſire, that is, 
as long and as happy as your ſelf can wiſh: 
May her Beauty be as great as poſſible, 
that is, as it always 1 or n 
but whatever N reileſs diſtem- 
r may commit, I dare promiſe. her beld- 
by what few (if any) of her makers of 
viſits and complements dare 3 dos | ſho 
ſhall have ane man as much ber adm 
rer as ever. 2 for your part, Madam, 
you have me ſo mere chan ever, ſinc 1 
have been a witgeſe $9 che generqus ten- 
a . haus dunn en Ann o- 
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T 3 with inßnüte Griafadtian Fu 
- made acquainted, that your | Folks 
wall at laſt prove your relation; and has en- 

rein d ſuch W 14 him 
in your concern, ave d 
for this by degrees, having ſeveral M ro- 
a from Mrs.,-— that Which is one 

e greateſt GS the knondadge 
at 
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chat others enter d into my on ſentimens 
concerning you. 1 ever was of opinion that 


be known; and like Truth, cou'd appear 
have often condol'd wich you in your ad- 
porſities, ſo I have a right which but few | 

ean pretend to, of congratulating on the 
proſpect of your better fartunes; and 1 
hope for the future to have the concern I 
have felt for y N in your felici- 
ties. Tho you madeſtly ſay the world has 
e as faſt as it can: For to give 
the world its due, it is always very fond 
af Merit when tis paſt its power to op- 
e it. Therefote if yau ſhould take it 
mio favour again upon its repentance, and 
continue in it, you wauld be ſo far from 
leading what is commonly call'd an un- 
ſettled life, (and what you with too much 
unjuſt ſeverity call a Vagabond Life,) that 
the wiſe cou'd only look upon you as a 
Prince in a progreſs, who travels to gain 
the affections he has not, or to fix thoſe 
he already has; which he effectually does 
wherever he ſhews himſelf, But if you are 
reſolv'd in revenge to rob the world of ſo 
much example as you may afford it, I be- 
lieve your deſign will be vain ; for even in 
a Monaſtery your devotions cannot carry 
e a vou 


you ſo far toward the next world as to 
make This loſe the ſight of you, but — 
be like a Star, that while it is fix d to Hes- 
ven ſhines over all the Earth. 
Whereſoever Providence ſhall diſpoſe 6«: 
the moſt valuable thing I know, I hall _. 


ever follow you with my fincereſt wiſhes, * 
and my "beſt thoughts il be perpetually | 


waiting upon you, when you never hear f 

me or them. Your on guardian Angels. jt 
cannot be more conſtant, nor more ſi- } 
lent. I beg you will never ceaſe to think 
me your friend, that you may not 
guilty of that which you never yet ins 
to commit, an Injuſtice. As I have hither- 
to been ſo in ſpite of the world, ſo here- 
after, if it be poſſible you ſhou'd ever be 
more oppoſed, and more deſerted, I ſhould 
wan * ſo mapa the moe / 


Nur faithful, "I 
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1 N bay miele to 5 N 2 
ters I ſhall write to you, but that they 


vun be the moſt impartial repreſentations 


of a free heart, and the trueſt copies you 
ever ſaw, tho of a very mean original. 
Not a feature will be ſoften d, or any ad- 
vuantagious light employ d to make the ugly 
thing a little leſs hideous : but you ſhall | 
find it in all reſpects, moſt horribly like. 
Lou will do me an injuſtice if you look 
upon any thing I ſhall ſay from this in- 
ſtant, as a compliment, either to you or 
to my ſelf: Whatever I write will be the 
real thought of that hour; and I know 
you'll no more expect it of me to perſe- 
vere till death in every ſentiment or no- 
tion I now ſet down, than you would ima- 
gine a man's face ſhould never che when 
once his picture was drawn. 

The freedom I ſhall uſe in this manner 
of thinking aloud, may indeed prove me a 
fool; bur it will prove me one of the beſt 
ſort of fools, the honeſt ones. And ſince 
what * we have, will infallbly buoy up 

at 


A 


£ 


© 
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at one time or other in ff pight of all our 


art to keep it down; methinks tis almoſt 
" fooliſh, to take any pains to conceal it at 


- | all, and almoſt knaviſh to do it from thoſe 


A 


that are our friends. If May's project had 
taken, of-having windows in our breaſts, 
I. ſhou'd be. for carrying it further; and 
making thoſe Windows, Taſements; that 
white 4 man ſhowed his heart to alf the 
world, he tight do ſomething mote for 
„His friends, even give it chem, and truft it 
to their handling. 1'think 1 love You s 
well as King Herod did Heromat (the 1 
never had ſo much as one e with you 
and would as freely give heat il 
a diſh, as he did ahother's a But fine 
Jupiter will not have it ſo, I muſt be con. 
tent to ſhew my taſle in lie, as 1 do m 
taſte in painting, by loving 46 Hoe ad lt. 5 
tle drapery as Poſſible. Not ink 
every body naked altogether ſo fine à. fight, 
as your ſelf and a few more would be; 
. becauſe tis good to uſe people to what 


= muſt be acquainted with ; and thete | 
wit certainly — 5 ſome day of ns 


or other, to uncover every ſoul of us. We. 


ſhall then ſee that the Prudec of this 
world ow'd all their fine figure only td. 
. their being ſtraiter-lac ꝗ than the reſt; LW 
that they are naturally as arrant 80 vabs as 
thoſe that went * boſe, * $ thoſe . 
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chat never girded their loins at all, But 
a particular reaſon that may engage you 
to write your thoughts the more. free 
to me, , that I am confident ho o n-s? 
© knows. you better; for I find, when others 
expreſs theit thoughts of you, they fall ve. 
.- IF; ſhort, of mine, and I. know at the fame TC 4 
dme theirs, are fuch as you would think 
= ſufficientiy in your faygur. l 
J cu may ksqaſily imagine how e 1 
' muſt be 3 corral? ee With a per- 
ſon, whe had — ep me long ago that le 
Was as poſſible to eſteem at firſt fight, =; 
| to love: and Who has fince ruin d me for : 
all the chnyerſation of one ſex, and almoit 
all the friendſhip of the- other. I am but 
too ſenſible ble thro! your means, that the 
i x7 men wants a eertajh. . ſoftneſa | 
to Tecomfnend- it, and that of, women 
Wants every thing elle. Hew often have, 
1 Been ; quietly : going te take, poſſeſſion 
of char tra nquility and indolence 1 hal 
ene nd in tlie country; when ene 
evening of your converſation. has ſpeil'd me 
for 4 Solitaire! Books have. loſt. thein ef= 
ect upon me, and I was convinced fines 
- I aw. yu, that there is one alive wiſen 
than all the. Sages : a plague of female,wifs 
dong. it makes à man ten times more un 
I - ealy; chan (his own. What is very 7 : 
„ beer Mika you you have che deal: 
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Fon Might. ave-done'a world of good in 
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too amiable for one's repoſe. 


dur time; if you had allow'd half the fine 
gentlemen who have ſeen you to have con- 
verſed with you; bay # would have been 
ſtrangely Bitt, Pune ey thought only to 
fall 15 lde with a fair Lady, and you had 


bewirck d them with Reaſon and Virtue 


(rwo Beauties that che very fops pretend. to 


no acquaintancg. with.) 


The unhappy diſtance at which we cor- 


toſpe pond, removes a great many of thofe . 
| reſfrictions and punctilious decorums, that 
_ oftentimes in nearer converſation prejudice 
truth, to ſave good breeding. 1 may now 
hear of my. faults, and you of your good 


qualities, without a bluſh ; we converſe 


upon ſuch unfortunate” generous terrns, as 
exclude the regards of fear, ſhame; or 
deſign, in either of us. And methinks it 


would be as paltry a part, to impoſe (even . 
in. à ſingle Gauge upon each other in 


this ſtate of ſeparation, as for Spirits of a 
different ſphere who have ſo Httle inter- 
. courſe with us, to employ. that little (as 
ſome would make us think they do) in 


| © mona. tricks and deluſions wg poor 
"OO 


2 morta 


Let ms begin then; Madam, by alking 
70 a queſtion, that may enable me to 
* better — "IF: own conduct than moſt 
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SEVERAL. Lavigne 203. >»: | 
inſtances of m my Life. In what: nner 
did 1 behave. the laſt; hour LH _— 
What degree of concern did 1 dich⁹§ — . 
when I felt a misfortune which J. hope 
you will never feel, that of parting from 
what one moſt eſteems ? for- if my part- 
ing look d but like that of your common 
acquaintance, I am the greateſt of all the 
buypoerites that ever Decency made. | 
Is neyer ſince paſs by your houſe but 
ö with the fame fort of melancholy that 
ve feel upon ſeeing the Tomb of a friend, - \\- 
Which only ſerves to put us in mind 
„ what we have loſt. I reflect upon the 
/ : circumſtances. of your departure Which 1 
was there a witneſs of (your behaviour in 
- || what I may call your laſt moments) and 
8 
r 


I indulge. a gloomy kind of pleaſure -in 
thinking that thoſe laſt- moments were gi- 


. ven to me. I would fain imagine. this 3 
+ was not accidental, hut proceeded from a = 
1 | penetration, which I know you have, in 
a finding. out the. truth of people's 4 i. "'Þ 
= ments; and thar you were willing, the laſt. * ; | 
18 man that would bave. parted, from you, | 
n ſhould be that laſt that did. I really look d ; ; 
Ir upon you juſt. as the friends of. C urtius | | 
might have done upon that Hero, at the | 
. inſtant when he Was devoting. himfelf 3 


o | Glory, and running 405 be loft out of SS, 
ſt "ay. I was 150 d. 40; admire your re. 
8 | d 25. = - ſolution, 7 


3. boy * EE — * . * 
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ha, Ie reat a degree as 1 deplo- 
5 25 "x; and 101 only to will, 3 
3 ven would reward ſo much Vietue as Was 
to he taken from us, with all the felicitics 
; "could 977. here! 20 
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FO U will find me more ant 
dhan ever Brutus did his Evil Genius; 
mall meet you in more places than 
one, and often refreſh your memory be- 
fore you arrive at your Philippi. Theſe 
ſhadows of me (my letters) will be haunt- 
ing you from time to time, and puttin 

you in mind of the man who has really 
fuffer d very much from you, and whom 
you have robb'd of the moſt valuable of 
his enjoyments, your converſation. * The 
advantage of hearing your fentiments by 
_ diſcovering mine, was what I always 
thought a great one, and even worth the 
riſque 1 generally run of manifeſting my 
own indifcretion, You then rewarded my 
kpſt in -you the agwent It 'was given, 


for 
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for you: pleag'd or inform'dme'rhe* minute 


you anfwer d. I muſt now be contented” 


with more flow returns. However: "% - 5 
ſome pleafure; that your thoughts upon 


Paper will be a more laſting poſſeſſien to 


me, and that I ſhall no longer have 4 5 5 
to complain of a lofs I have, ſo often re- Bo 

gretted, that of any thing you faid, which . 

I happen'd to forget. In earneſt, Madam, ps”, 

| ' if I Were to write to you as often as 1 


think of you, it muſt be every day of my 
life, 1 — you in ſpirit chro all your 5 
ways, I follow you thro every ſtage in 
books of Travels, and fear for you thro' 
whole folio's ; you make me fhrink at the 
paſt dangers of dead travellers; and if 1 
read of a delightful proſpect, or agreeable 


— I hope it yet ſubſiſts to pleaſe you. 


enquire the roads, the amuſements, the 
company, of every town and country thro! 
which you paſs, with as much diligence, 
as if I were to ſet out next week to over- 
take you. In a word, no one can have 


you mere cenſtantly in mind, not even 
your guardian Angel (if you have one) and 


I am willing to indulge ſo much Popery, 
as to fancy ſome Being takes care of you, 
who knows your value better than you do 
your felf; I am willing to think that hea- 


ven never gave ſo much ſelf-neglect” and : 
refolution | to a weman, to occaſion her 
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calamity, but am pious enough to 701 "ng 5 
— 1 qualities muſt be intended to Dodger | 
to her benefit and her glory. | 

Your firſt : ſhort letter only ſerves to 
hee: me you are alive: it puts me in 
mind of the firſt Dove that return d to 
Noab, and juſt made him know it had 
found no, reſt abroad. 10 

There is nothing in it chat pleaſes me, 
bur? when you tell me you had no Sea- 
ſickneſs. I\ beg your next may give me 
all the pleaſure it can, that is, tell me 
any that you receive. Vou can make no 
diſcoveries that will be half ſo valuable to 
me as thoſe of your own mind: Nothing 
chat regards the States or Kingdoms you 
paſs thro', will engage ſo much of my curi- 
ofity or concern, as what relates to your 
ſelf: Vour welfare, to ſay truth, is more 
at my heart than that of Chriſtendom. 

I am ſure I may defend the truth, tho 
perhaps not the virtue, of this declaration. 
One is ignorant, or doubtful at beſt, of 
the Merits of differing religions and ga- 
vernments: but private virtues one can be 
ſure of. I therefore know what particu- 
lar perſon has deſert enough to merit be- 
ing happier than others, but not what 
Nation deſerves to conquer or oppreſs an- 
other. You will ſay, I am not Publich- 
ſpirited; let it be ſo, I may have too ma- 


ny 


i. AM * * 


| * 


Several Loves. 


oY need particular: regards,: or - nar⸗ 


row views; but at the ſame time J am — 
certain that whoever” wants theſe, can ne 


ver have a Publick-ſpirit for (as a friend 


of mine fays) how is it poſſible for that 


man to love twenty thouſand N who 


never loved one? 


I communicated your lene to Mr. Cm 
he thinks of you and talks of ”; as he 


- ought, + I mean as I do, and one always 
thinks that. to be juſt as it ought, His 


health and mine are now ſo good, that 
we wiſh. with all our ſouls you were a 
witneſs of it. We never meet but we la- 
ment over you.: we pay a kind of week- 
ly rites to your memory, where we ſtrow 
flowers of rhetorick, and offer ſuch liba- 
tions to your name as it would be pro- 
phane to call Toaſting. The Duke of 
B m is ſometimes the High Prieſt 
of your praiſes; and upon the whole, I 


believe there are as few Men that are not 
ſorry at your departure, as Women that 


are; for you know moſt of your Sex want 
good ſenſe, and therefore muſt want ge- 
neroſity: You have ſo much of both, that 
I am ſure you pardon them; for one can- 
not but forgive whatever one deſpiſes. For 
my part I hate a great many women for 
your | ſake, and undervalue all the reſt. 
I's you are to blame, and may God re- 


venge 
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Vine 
the oauſe of our Perdition 5 
he makes you happy 


in this world, 
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